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The August Bank Holiday Brands Hatch long ago became a tradi- 
tional main attraction at the Kent circuit, and in the past there 
have been some really big crowds for the meeting. Last Monday, 
the Motor Circuit Developments inspired ‘Group 8” category, so 
controversial at the beginning of the season, showed its potential. 
in no uncertain manner. The old Formula 5000 category (which for 
so many years had been fantalizingly on the verge of producing 
top-class national motor racing, with full grids of spectacular cars 
handled by competitive drivers, but somehow never quite made it) 
was finally replaced when MCD admitted defeat and, in co- 
operation with their enthusiastic sponsors at Shell, threw open 
the ShellSport 5000 European Championship virtually to 
allcomers. Although there has been some good racing during the 
early part of the new eateee ’s first season, lack of interest from 
the Formula 2 teams, an cluahing commitments on the part of 
Formula Atlantic competitors, have combined to keep the grids 
thin and ‘lacking of fully competitive machinery. Grids of thirty 
cars plus seemed to be a thing of the past. But last Monday, the 
absence of clashing fixtures and increased prize money attracted a 
superlative entry. There were 47 entries in all, a fascinating 
mixture of 3-litre Formula 1, 3.4-litre and 5-litre Formula 5000, 2- 
litre Formula 2 and 1.6-litre Formula Atlantic cars, to race on a 
circuit which has proved itself many times in the past to be a great 
equalizer. 

And you stayed away in your thousands. 

As any promoter will tell you, running a race meeting can often 
‘be something of a lottery, and there are a great many reasons why 


crowd attendances can fluctuate alarmingly. But last Monday’s 


race meeting had all the correct ingredients. Here was the best 
field for a 5000-series event for many seasons. It was promoted 
with their customary efficiency by the organizing BRSCC 
and MCD themselves. It was a Bank Holiday. The weather was 
neither too fine to attract spectators to the coast for the day, nor 
too wet to make them stay at home. The race was not televized. 
There was the added interest of only the second opportunity this 


.year to watch competitive Formula 2 cars in action (although it 


was a shame there was no works interest from March, nor from 
the French teams, any of whose cars might have got David 
Purley’s foot harder on the throttle). Almost everything was in 
favour of the meeting’s success, but with nearly £10,000 to pay 
out to the main race competitors, and the loss of revenue from the 
gate and from programme sales, the circuit just has to have lost 
money on the meeting. 

There are, perhepe, two factors which present themselves as 
reasons for the small crowd, which was probably down in four 
figures. One, of course, is the old biscuit about too much motor 
racing, and indeed there was a hell of a lot going on last weekend 
all over the country. The other is the standard of the ShellSport 
race’s supporting events, which frankly, with the exception of the 
Formula Ford 2000 race, were depressingly ordinary. Perhaps a 
British Touring Car Championship round might have made all the 
difference. é 

Whatever, the lack of spectator interest must cast doubts on 
the viability of even this revitalized category, which is a great 
pity: Apart from the two factors already mentioned, we are 

ankly at a loss to explain why the crowds stayed away, so we 
would like to hear from you. Study the starting grid on page 25, 
and then tell us why you didn’t come along. 


next week 


Our full reports of the latest races in the controversial World. 
Championship of Makes and World Sports Car Championship series 
at Dijon — Grand Prix stars take up Formula Atlantic racing in 
Canada — USAC Championship trail continues with the ultra-fast 
California 500 — Preview of Europe's last Grande Epreuve of 1976 
at Monza — Private Ear — BMW 320i road tested — Full report of 
the Lakeland Stages, latest counter in the Castrol/Autosport Rally 
Championship, and the RAC-qualifying Ulster Rally*. 


cover picture 


Flat-out motoring (by Simo Lampinen's Saab) on the car-breaking 
Rally of the Thousand Lakes in Finland last year. Our report of the 
1976 event, a home victory for Markku Alen with his Fiat 131, 
begins on page 20. Photo: Hugh Bishop. 


*These items were correct at the time of going to press. 


After a week or two of rumour, news 
filtered back from the Dutch Grand 
Prix at Zandvoort that Carlos Reute- 
mann has made it clear that he 
wishes to leave the Martini 
Brabham-Alfa team. However, with 
a year of his contract still to run, it 
would seem that Reutemann’s depar- 
ture from the team would only occur 
if Bernie Ecclestone, the Brabham 
boss, was prepared to release the 
tr Argentine. Reutemann 
hoped that, if Ecclestone agreed to a 
release, he would be free to drive for 
Ferrari, starting at the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza at the end of 
next week. 

Such a move would cast doubts 
over the reappearance this season of 
the fast recovering Niki Lauda, or 
add impetus to the annual rumours 
of the departure of Clay Regazzini 
from the Ferrari team into final 
retirement. There were reports, 
perhaps a little tongue in cheek, that 
people had seen drawings of a Regaz- 
zoni F1 car at Zandvoort! Perhaps it 
would be nearer to the truth to say 
that Regazzoni has been offered a 
PR job with Fiat or, in other words, 
has been given a golden handshake 
for his sterling efforts with the team 
over the last few years. 


Regazzoni — to retire? 


We spoke with Ecclestone earlier 
this week. He explained that at that 
stage he had yet to make a decision, 
although he did admit that, if Reute- 
mann were to be released from the 
team (and this was a distinct possi- 
bility and probably for the good of 
both concerned) he was keen to 
replace him with Emerson Fittipaldi. 

eutemann’s career with 
Brabham has been a good one, 
certainly to start with. He put Eccle- 


Reutemann — likely to move. 


stone’s Brabham BT34 on the pole 
for his first Grand Prix, in 
Argentina, back in 1972. Since then 
he has won four Grands Prix for 
Brabham, the last being in Germany 
last year. 

As for Reutemann’s South 
American team-mate Carlos Pace, 
Ecclestone would no doubt like to 
retain his services for next year, to 
form a double Brazilian spearhead. 
The wheels are in motion. 


Record TT entry 


A record entry of 65 competitors has 
been received by the BRDC for the 
Access Tourist Trophy, the final 
round of the European Touring Car 
championship at Silverstone on 
September 19. Twenty six of the 
entries come from overseas. 

Of these 65, 37 have been declared 
G2 contenders and the remaining are 
G1 for which there is a special cate- 
gory. The manufacturers prize is to 
be contested by teams from Leyland, 
BMW, Ford, Chevrolet (Sweden), 
Mazda, Vauxhall, Toyota and Alfa 
Romeo, while other makes of car to 
be represented are Opel, Chrysler, 
Volkswagen, Renault, Fiat, Audi and 
Datsun. 

At the moment the main specula- 
tion is as to whether Silverstone are 
able to help Luigi bring three of his 
G2 cars from Belgium, for this could 
be the number at Silverstone for the 
race. Their principal opposition 
could come from Leyland’s Jaguar 
XJ12s if they make their race debut, 
and Stuart Graham, twice winner 
and hoping for victory again, will be 
one of a three car Chevrolet entry, in- 


cluding former GP star Reine 
Wisell. 
Heartening news at the moment is 


that Autodelta have entered one of 
their phenomenally quick Alfettas 
which went so well at Spa, while both 
Mazda and Vauxhall are known to be 


lap race. 


making special efforts for this 107 


® Making some amends for shunting 
his Chevron in the RAC 2-litre 
Sports car round at Thruxton on 
Sunday, Iain McLaren received a 
trophy and £50 cheque from Jenny 
Sutherland, widow of Richard 
Sutherland, whose friends put up the 
awards for setting fastest lap during 
the soaking race. 


@ Although he is scheduled to race 
his Rotel Viking in the European F3 
qualifier at Knutsdorp this coming 
weekend, we understand that 
Swedish F3 champion Conny 
Ljungfeldt is favoured to end up 
driving a works backed March-BMW 
in F2 very soon. 
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Kuwashima’s RAM BT44 


Having sampled his first taste of 
Formula 1 power with a few trial laps 
in a works Brabham-Ford BT44 at 
the Mount Fuji F1 ‘‘demonstration”’ 
in Japan late last year, former F2 
driver Masami Kuwashima intends 
to be driving a BT44 at this year’s 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

We understand that Kuwashima 
has come to an arrangement with 
John MacDonald to run in one of the 
Willesden teams ex-works RAM 
Brabhams on a_ one-off _ basis. 
MacDonald told us down at Brands 
Hatch that he decided not to take his 
team to the Dutch Grand Prix prim- 
arily because his dispute with Swiss 
driver Loris Kessel has yet to be 


Briefly... 


@ As from September’ 1, all Fl 
drivers can be approached by rival 
teams to discuss future terms, pro- 
viding their contracts are about to 
erminate. Some people reckon that 
Ronnie Peterson will take First 
National Citibank sponsorship to 
McLaren, others think Niki Lauda 
will go there with Marlboro influence 
(although we though the Austrian re- 
signed for Ferrari just prior to his 
German GP crash). Then there’s 
Jochen Mass, who is supposedly 
unhappy and could end up swopping 
over with Jody Scheckter, while 
Jean-Pierre Jarier may well end upa 
shadow of his former self. . . . 


@ Having gone reasonably well in 
the Dutch Boro F1 car at the Grand 
Prix last weekend, until he fell off 
the road, Larry Perkins was able to 
confirm aftrr the race that the team 
will be going to Monza to contest the 
Italian GP. 


@ Following his fine showing in a 
hired works F3 Modus at Croix-en- 
Ternois recently, we hear that 
Frenchman Jean-Louis Schlesser 
may well be joining Didier Pironi in 
contesting a couple of the final 
British F3 races this year. 


settled, and he couldn’t take the risk 
of having his race equipment inoper- 
ative because of a legal wrangle. The 
two parties were meant to have a 
meeting later this week, where 
MacDonald hoped a satisfactory 
conclusion could be reached, thereby 
enabling the team to contest the 
Italian Grand Prix and honour the 
fourth race in Lella Lombardi’s five- 
race deal with her Lavazza sponsors. 

MacDonald intends to take his 
team over to the Canadian and 
American races and, despite their 
recent troubles, he would like to con- 
tinue in F1 next year, ‘‘and ideally 
I’d like to run two chassis for just 
one driver.”’ 


Mike’s back 


An _interesti 
stranglehold C 


threat to 


the 
ysler has on the 
annual premier New Zealand pro- 


duction saloon marathon — the 
Benson & Hedges 1000Kms — is the 
entry of Mike Hailwood and Phil 
Kerr in a Holden Monaro GTS. They 
will be fronting up against seven 
Chrysler Chargers, a brace of 
Leyland P76s and a Ford Fairmont, 
all of which will be vying for outright 
honours in the big car class. As 
usual, the Chargers will be in the 
hands of old B & H maestros such as 
Leo Leonard and Gary Sprague, Rod 
Coppins and Graeme _ Richardt, 
among others. David Oxton and 
Gary Pedersen, a couple of strong 
single-seater men of yesteryear, are 
in a P76. In the lower engine 
capacity groups, the Japanese 
should come on strong with heavy 
Mazda, Toyota and Datsun entries, 
with the odd Mitsubishi and Honda 
thrown in for good measure. Half a 
dozen Cortinas in the 1301-2000cc 
class and a sole Escort in the up to 
1300cc class, plus an Avenger and 
three Vauxhall 1800 Vivas, comprise 
the UK-based contingent. As usual 
the race will be run at Pukekohe on 
September 12. 
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edited by Chris Witty 


Jones for 
Three Rivers — 


Fred Opert was in a state of near 
ep towards the end of last week, 
or the American Chevron importer — 
and race entrant had not been able to 
persuade Renault to release either 
Jacques Laffite or Jean-Pierre Jarier 
to drive for him in this weekend’s © 
prestigious Trois Rivieres Formula — 
Atlantic race. 

Opert was desparate to obtain the — 
services of an established Formula 1 _ 
driver, hopefully a Frenchman, but 
the clashing sports car fixture at 
Dijon this weekend put the mockers 
on Fred’s fancy plans. 

Offers to Tom Pryce and Gunnar 
Nilsson were met with conflicting 
committments, but stepping into the 
breach is Surtees F1 driver Alan 
Jones, making a return to a formula 
in which he proved so dominant, 
although often unlucky, two years 
ago. Jones will team up in one of 
Opert’s Atlantic Chevron B34s with 
two Frenchmen who have been able, 
to to go across the North Atlantic, 
F2 Elf Martini drivers Patrick 
Tambay and Rene Arnoux. Along 
with James Hunt and 1975 winner 
Vittorio Brambilla, they will be 
taking on the local hot shoes in this 
round-the-houses race. 


Evans — going to Japan. 


Fl Maki 


for Evans 


Bob Evans was able to confirm to us 
at Brands Hatch last Monday that, 
following negotiations between Ted 
Moore of Rapid Movements and 
several of his contacts in Japan, Bob 
will be driving an F1 car in the 
Japanese Grand Prix which takes 
place at Mount Fuji on October 24. 

Evans will be driving a brand new 
F1 Maki. The team expressed a wish 
to Moore that they would like a 
British driver in the car, and so, from 
a short list which, we gather, 
included such names as _ David 
Purley, Ian Ashley, Jim Crawford 
and Damien Magee, the Japanese 
asked for Evans. 

Although Bob admitted that he 
did not know very much about the 
team, he had been informed that it 
was a brand new chassis and the 
team had been completely re- 
organized since their last 
appearance, in Europe last year with 
Tony Trimmer behind the wheel. 

Evans, who raced an Alpine 
Renault sports car in Japan earlier 
this year, is due to fly out to Japan 
at the end of the month to spend 
three weeks fully testing the car 
prior to the Grand Prix. 
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IROC 
selection 


Roger Penske says that 10 of the 12 
drivers for this year’s International 
Race of Champions series have been 
picked. They are reigning champion 
A, J. Foyt, NASCAR aces Cale Yar- 
borough, Richard Petty, David 
Pearson and Buddy Baker, USAC 
stars Johnny Rutherford, Al Unser 
and Gordon Johncock, plus Grand 
Prix aces James Hunt and Jody 
Scheckter. 

There are still two drivers still be 
chosen, although the final selection 
is down to the series organizer Les 
Richter. One possibility was John 
Watson, “now that he’s a Grand Prix 
winner”, while other likely candi- 
dates considered are Patrick 
Depailler and Mario Andretti. 

he final choice will be made this 
week. The first round of the series is 
at Penske’s Michigan International 
Speedway at Irish Hills, west of 
Detroit, on September 18. The 
following two rounds will be at 
Riverside, California over the 
October 16/17 weekend. Chevrolet 
Camaros will once again be used 


and, according to our recent inter-’ 


view with Hunt, he reckons he has 
learned enough to be in with a 
chance.... 


Vern’s Eltin 


Fresh from his Formula 5000 ‘“‘handi- 
cap”’ success for the Dan Gurney 
team at Elkhart Lake last weeke:., 
Vern Schuppan told our man on the 
am that he would be competing in 
the forthcoming Australian Grand 
Prix on September 12 driving the 
Ansett Airlines-backed F5000 Elfin. 
Vern reckons this to be the best 
F5000 car he has ever driven, He will 
also be taking part in the Bathurst 


500 “G1” race, the same event in: 


which Stirling Moss and Jack 
Brabham are competing. 


@ The Australian F5000 race organ- 
izers are looking towards next 
February’s Rothmans 5000 series 
with growing interest. With the first 
of four races starting in Sydney on 
February 6, and a probable prize 
fund of $15,000 per race, the 
Australians would like to attract the 
VDS team of Teddy Pilette and 
Peter Gethin together with David 
Purley (sans his Ford V6) back to 
ne shores to take on the local hot 
shoes. 


US backing for Ensign? 


Californian Formula 5000 entrant 
Chuck Jones has come to a verbal 
agreement with Mo Nunn to part- 
sponsor the Ensign Grand Prix 
team. Actual details of the deal have 
yet to be worked out, but it is 
thought that Jones would like to 
become a part-owner of the Walsall 
firm. 

As to whom they will put into the 
team’s current car, this is unsettled 
at the moment. True, they have 


talked to American USAC and. 


F5000 star Al Unser (so has Frank 
Williams) about the possibility of Al 
running in the forthcoming North 


BRIEFLY... 


@ After the final Hockenheim F2 
race on September 26, we under- 
stand that Jean-Pierre Jobouille’s 
entire Elf Switzerland equipe will be 
up for sale, and that includes the 
team’s huge artic transporter. 


@® Tony Dron co-stars with ITV’s 
Dickie Davies on this Saturday’s 
World of Sport when the presenter 
tries both Dron’s F3 Unipart March 
and a Triumph Dolomite Sprint at 
Cadwell Park, plus there’s some race 


gramme should go out at around 
lpm this Saturday. 


@ As from last week, Peter 
MacIntosh, secretary of the Formula 
1 Constructors Association, has 
moved further into London from his 
original base at Reading. So F1CA’s 
new address is now International 
House, High Road, Cowley, 
Uxbridge, UB8 38LS_ (telephone: 
West Drayton 40751; telex: 939098). 


Hesketh at Zandvoort last weekend. 


owe 


action from Mallory Park. The pro- - 


F1 freelance: Rolf Stommelen had an outi 


American races. ; 

However, Unser told our America 
correspondent at Elkhart Lake last 
weekend that his first commitment 
was to the Vel’s Parnelli team and 
their USAC car. Unser has a chance 
of winning the USAC series and a 
good result at the Californian 500 
this weekend would almost certainly 
disuade him from contesting in the 
Grands Prix — unless he was offered 
an exceptionally good car. As far as 
Ensign are concerned, Jacky Ickx’s 
encouraging showing at Zandvoort 
last weekend may well have made up 
Nunn’s mind for the rest of the year. 


@ Kelly Girl Service Ltd UK, a sub- 
sidiary of Kelly Services Inc, the 
largest temporary office staff in the 
world, are sponsoring Brian 
McGuire in his ex-works Williams 
Formula 1 car for the forthcoming 
rounds in the ShellSport 5000 series. 
McGuire’s car appeared in its new 
distinctive green livery at Brands 
last weekend and will continue to do 
so for the next race at Oulton Park 
on September 18. A similar sponsor- 
ship deal has been running in the 
United States with Janet Guthrie, 
who’ is contesting the NASCAR 
series in a Chevrolet Laguna. 


@ Suffer the Interserie. From an 
original sports car series of ten 
rounds, only two races have taken 
place (although a third at Wiesbaden 
was supposed to have happened last 
weekend) and only a further three 
are scheduled. Their dates and 
venues are : October 10, Nurburg- 
ring (loop); October 24, Mainz- 
eas and October 31, Hocken- 
eim. 


ng in the Guy Edwards Penthouse 


pit & paddock 
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winner — 
just! 


Paul Brookes of Brighton is the 
winner of our Moet et Chandon. 
Competition this week, having 
predicted that James Hunt would 
win the Dutch Grand Prix at an 
average speed of 113.12mph. That's 
only 0.43mph faster than the actual 
winning average, and we sympathise 
with James Robertson of 
Caernarvon, whose prediction was 
0.44mph_ slower than James’s 
winning speed! So close .... Better 
luck next time, Mr Robertson; in the 
meantime, we _ fear that the 
AUTOSPORT magnum of Moetis on its 
way to Sussex. 

he next race in the Grand Prix 
series is the Italian GP at Monza, 
won last year by Clay Regazzoni’s 
Ferrari at an average speed of 
135.48mph. Remember, though, that 
since 1975 new chicanes have been 
inserted at Monza in order to slow 
down the cars before the Curva 
Grande and the Lesmo corners. 
Entries (on a postcard please) to 
Autosport Editorial, Regent House, 
54-62 Regent Street, London WIA 
2YJ, to reach us before September 10. 


catchpole 


Wikhvwr v 
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Seen at Brands Hatch 


idited by Chris Witty: 


Redman is back on top 
—Schuppan’s ‘handicap’ 


Brian Redman scored _ another 
American Formula 5000 Champion- 
ship victory last Saturday at 
Elkhart Lake in Wisconsin, taking 
the Haas/Hall Boraxo-sponsored 
Lola T332C into a commanding lead 
on points in defence of his 1975 title. 

Starting from ole, Redman 
fended off early challenges from 
fellow front-row man Teddy Pilette 
in the VDS Lola T4380 and then 
Danny Ongais with the Interscope 
Lola T332 to lead all the way, hold- 
ing on to win by 4.11 secs from 
Ongais. Pilette fell back into a fifth 
place finish with a blistered front 
tyre. Al Unser (VPJ Lola) took up 
the chase of Ongais but came in 2 
secs behind his new team-mate in 
third place, ahead of Peter Gethin in 
the other VDS Lola, who was 
hampered by gear selection prob- 
lems. 

Jackie Oliver retired the Shadow- 
Dodge after only seven laps with an 
ignition fault, having qualified third, 


With one race remaining, Britain’s Brian Redman (left) looks to have almost 
secured his third consecutive American Formula 5000 title with his Jim Hall| 


(right) prepared Lola. 
-- x a 


RARD/ 


ad 


Eddie Cheever’s F2 Ralt 


The young American driver Eddie Cheever had his first race in the brand new 
Project 4run Ralt-Hart RT1 at Brands Hatch last Monday. His performance 
bodes well for the future, especially in F2 where Cheever will undoubtedly shine. 
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.F5000 team — 


while of the other front runners Vern 
Schuppan dropped the Jorgensen 
Lola out wit engine failure, 
Warwick Brown hada similar failure 
on the spare VDS Lola, Brett Lunger 
lost third gear on the Citibank Lola, 
and Derek Bell, deputizing for Alan 
Jones in the Theodore Lola T332C, 
fell out very early with a stone 
through a radiator. All these retire- 
ments left sixth place to John 
Cannon’s March. 


The championship race was re- 
duced to only 80 miles in favour of 
the controversial handicap event, 
which was more the main feature of 
the meeting and run on the Sunday. 
Victory — the first for the Jorgensen 
went to Vern 
Schuppan, together with the $11,000 
first prize. Warwick Brown was 
second, and Derek Bell made his 
transatlantic trip worthwhile after 
all with $4600 for third place. Full 
report next week. 


= . = 
Se hy, ve ree oa 
me ol ees lee Sa ea a 


A mock-up of David Purley’s proposed world land speed craft (above) was 
shown to the public at Brands last Monday while Bob Evans (below) gave the 
much talked about McLaren M25 F5000 its first ever race, nearly three years 


after it was built. 


The American Formula Super Vee 
series, sponsored as always by the 
German spark plug concern Bosch, 
is building up towards a tremendous 
climax. With one round remaining, 
after the penultimate race in the 
championship was held at Elkhart 
Lake last Sunday, either Bob Lazier 
or Tom Bagley can take the title. 
That final race is at Watkins Glen 
when the Grand Prix hits town in six 
weeks time. 


The Elkhart event saw Bagley as 


the man to beat, for having put his 
Kent Oils Zink on the pole in lapping 
the 4-mile Road America course at 
101.714mph, Tom rushed off into the 
lead and was never headed. Lazier 


gave stern chase in his familiar Lola | 
T324 but he was unable to do any- ° 


thing about Bagley, finishing 1.2s 
behind him at the flag. Bagley also 
took a new FSV lap record, over a 


Championship 
positions 


American NASCAR Grand National Champion- 
ship (positions after 20 rounds and prior to last 
weekend's race): 1, Cale Yarborough, 3026 pts; 2, 
Benny Parsons, 2948; 3, Richard Petty, 2936; 4, 
Bobby Allison, 2832; 5, Dave Marcis, 2652: 6, 
Lennie Pond, 2599; 7, Richard Childress, 2477; 8, 
Buddy Baker, 2420; 9, David Pearson, 2352; 10, 
Frank Warren, 2261 pts, etc. 

Rothmans Cathay Pacific Championship (after 2 
rounds): 1, Graeme Lawrence, 15 pts; 2, Albert 
Poon, 10; 3, John MacDonald, 9 pts, etc. 

Rothmans Cathay Pacific chen pronship (after 2 
rounds): 1, Graeme Lawrence (March-Ford 76B), 
15 pts; 2, Brian Tyler (March-Ford 732), 13*; 3, 
Diana Poon (Brabham-Ford ETO 12*; 4, Albert 
Poon sebewron ford B29), 10; 5, John MacDonald 
(Ralt-Ford RT1), and Poncho Ramirez (March-Ford 
723), 9 pts*, etc. * two-valve class. 

American Citicorp USAC Championship (posi- 
tions after 9 rounds): 1, Johnny Rutherford, 2990 
pts; 2, Gordon Johncock, 2740; 3, Al Unser, 2440; 
4, Mike Mosley, 2030; 5, Wally Dallenbach, 1955: 
6, Tom Sneva, 1420; 7, A. J. Foyt, 1380; 8, Johnny 
Parsons, 980; 9, Bobby Unser, 900; 10, Pancho 
Carter, 860 pts, etc. 

American SCCA TransAm Championship (posi- 
tions after 5 rounds): 1, — Haywood, 91 pts; 
2, George Follmer, 78; 3, Joe Chamberlain, 67; 4, 
Jocko eerie 5, John Bauer, 61; 6, Babe 
Headley, 60 pts, etc. 


Tom bags a Super Vee win 


second faster than his qualifying 
time. 

As far-as the championship is con- 
cerned, this means that Bagley has 
pulled to within 8 points of Lazier 
(105 pts) and there is just one race to 
go. Bagley must win and: Lazier 
must finish lower than fifth if the 
former is to take the title. 

Completing the top six finishers at 
Elkhart Lake were the Lola T326s of 
19 year old Mike Yoder and Herm 
Johnson followed by the Moduses of 
Chris Gleason and BillAlsup. ~ 
® Brett Lunger made an appearance 
in the Super Vee race supporting the 
Elkhart Lake F5000 meeting last 
weekend. The Surtees Fl driver 
qualified his Bill Scott entered Lola 
second fastest to eventual race 
winner Tom Bagley, but suffered 
engine failure on lap 2 while lying 
fourth. 


@ The opening round of the 
Australian Formula ‘1’ (F5000) 
series, due to take place at Surfers 
Paradise last weekend, didn’t 
happen. Apparently the Australian 
F5000 Association has failed to 
reach an agreement with the series 
organisers and race promoters over 
prize money at each event, so the 
race was cancelled. It is hoped that 
the first round of the series will be 
the Australian Grand Prix held at 
Sandown Park on September 12. 


@ Prior to the last South African 
Formula Atlantic race which took 
place at Kyalami on August 7, there 
was a non-championship race at the 
Donnybrook Park circuit near Salis- 
bury in Rhodesia. Entitled the 17th 
Rhodesian Grand Prix, the two part 
race was won by Roy Klomfass 
(Ralt RT1) with Nols Niemen 
(Wheatcroft), Dave Charlton (Modus 
M8), John Gibb (Chevron B29), John 
Amm (Brabham BT38) and Tony 
Martin (Chevron B34) completing the 
top six finishers. Ian Scheckter 
(March-76B) was not present. 


racecar ES na 
Busby’s Carrera survives 
late Mid-Ohio challenge 


SHELLSPORT 
EUROPEAN 5000 | 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
= Se S x S$ a 
grt ,tege gee 
FSZsSRsEsFZeEER # 
sESEE Ss 3 BEE s 5s 
=a oa *) = a o 6 a a 
Driver Nat 
1 David Purley GB 20 10 10 15 20 20 20 6 20 141 
2 Damien Magee GB 15 20 20 12 — 15 — — 10 92 
3 Keith Holland GB —- = 15 3) 6 = 6 0 = 49 
4 Divina Galica GB 4 6— — 10 6 10 8 2 46 
5 Richard Scott GB 12 — 12 4— 2 — 12 — 42 
6 Mike Wilds GB —- —- — —- 12.10 — 15 — 37 
7 Bill Gubelmann USA 8 15 = — 4—- —- = = 27 
8 Val Musetti i == 6= 3=—- 2 = = 21 
etc 
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KEITH PROWSE 
BRITISH TOURING CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


S oe s = & 
SRE Rae es 
2RER RE BES eo 
§ 23 eh es PES 
56 5 6 E Fao 2Saac 
Driver Nat Class 
1 Bernard Unett GB OD Ole Or ONO. §EOT" 899 19) 8) 72 
2 Win Percy GB C 99999 9 9Y9 63 
3 Gerry Marshall GB B 9 3 69 6 46 9 52 
4 Gordon Spice GB A 9 96629->— 4 45 
Tom Walkinshaw GB A me “= BOF 29.59.76 93 19) 45 
6 Barrie Williams GB C = — 6°"6 56 16 (9) 6 39 
7 Peter Hilliard GB OD 8 G&G 8 as 35 
8 Andy Rouse GB B = Sex, 9 6. —36 32 
9 Martin Thomas GB B 69-—- 4—- 3 4 1 27 
10 Dave Brodie GB B 4 - 3- 49-—- 4 24 
etc 
Manufacturers Nat Class _ 
1 Ford Capri 3000 GB A ote 2/0 (98 eo oe 9 72 
Toyota Celica GT J Cc GAD. 9f 40% #9119" SOP Ig 72 
Hillman Avenger GB D O 7B OSL 9F 9 i: 9 72 
4 Triumph Dolomite Sprint GB B 6 99 6 9 6 9 6 60 
5 Vauxhall Magnum GBB Ge Gime Gne On Gade Gamo 55 
6 Alfa Romeo GT Jun ! D A° 6" 6) 6a © 8 6 35 


etc. 


SHELLSPORT 
FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
B ¥ ao UB B “ 
Pe eC: 5 
ARAAA GB a 
Driver Nat 
1 Bruno Giacomelli | 12 20 20 15 67 
2 Rupert Keegan GB 20 12 — 20 52 
3 Mike Young GB 15 15 —- — 30 
4 lan Flux GB -—- — 15 10 25 
5 GeoffLees GB — — 10 12 22 
6 Willi Siller A 10 —- 8 — 18 
7 Paulo Gomes BR — — 12 3 15 
8 Mike Wrigley GB 8- 3-—- 11 
etc 
USAC/SCCA 
FORMULA 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
5g 2 
S323 8 
B28 5 & 2 P 
: $ee3e? g 
=es>thRtié i 
Driver Nat 
1 Brian Redman GB 36 3 5— 3 38 116 
2 Alan Jones AUS 4 36 36 8 — — 84 
Jackie Oliver GB —- 244 — 3% 24 — 84 
4 Danny Ongais USA 24 12 2 — 16 24 78 
5 AlUnser USA — — 24 24 12 16 76 
6 Vern Schuppan AUS 16 5 — 16 — — 37 
Teddy Pilette B —- lp = 5&5 8 8 37 
8 Warwick Brown AUS — 8 16 12 — — 36 
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PLAYER'S CANADIAN 
FORMULA ATLANTIC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
3 o 
= te 
E = 88 8 2 
BPE R 2 5 
nezogae:?: a 
Driver Nat 
1 Gilles Villeneuve CDN 30 — 30 30 30 — 120 
2 Bertil Roos iS) 10 19 “ 15 9 19 72 
3 Bill Brack CDN 24 — 19 — 24 — 67 
4 Price Cobb CDN 15 10 6 10 10 15 66 
5 Tom Klausler CDN — 7 24 2 3 — 58 
6 Bobby Rahal USA — — 15 12 — 30 57 
7 Howdy Holmes USA 7 — 12 619 — 44 
8 Tom Gloy USA 6 9—- — — 24 39 
etc 
* final positions 
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And so it happened that last 
Sunday’s round of the American 
Camel GT series allowed the contro- 
versial Turbo Porsche its first 
official foray into the IMSA 
sanctioned championship. But it 
didn’t win. That honour went to Jim 
Busby who survived the 3-hour 
event around the 2.4-mile Mid-Ohio 
track with the minimum of fuss to 
score a deserved win against the 
faster machinery in his normally 
aspirated Brumos Mitcom-backed 
Porsche Carrera RSR. Busby’s win 
keeps him well in touch with the two 
leaders of the Camel GT series and, 
with two rounds still remaining, 
Busby has a chance, admittedly a 
slim one, of pipping Al Holbert or 
reigning champion Peter Gregg for 
the IMSA crown. 

The Mid-Ohio event was the 12th 
round of the series which, in contrast 
to the SCCA-organised TransAm 
which runs alongside it, has had a far 
better year. But that is no surprise. 

Series leader Holbert was again 
present with his Chevrolet Monza 
but any thoughts he may have had 
of adding to his previous victory at 
Pocono were dashed, for after 
leading for the first hour, he began to 
fall back, his transmission stuck in 
third gear. He eventually had to stop 
to cure the malady, resuming to 
finish third overall. 


Gregg then took over the lead in 
his ex-works BMW CSL. He was 
sharing the car with Hurley 
Haywood (the Vasek Polak team pre- 
paring their Porsche Turbos for the 
final TransAm race at Trois Rivieres 
rather than risk competing in the 
IMSA), but a pitstop to change a 
wheel saw them lose almost 2 mins 
when several wheel studs broke. 


Up into the lead went George 
Follmer in  Holbert’s regular 
TransAm Porsche Turbo, but that 
wasn’t to last, the former F1 Shadow 
driver losing time in the pits with 
engine problems. 


So who should find himself out on 
his own but Busby. Haywood pulled 
back the lost ground in Gregg’s 
BeeEm, and the gap shrunk towards 
the latter stages, but unfortunately 
a backmarker upset what might 
have been a good finish, and Busby 
held on quite comfortably, 16.5 secs 
to the good at the end. 


Fourth, behind Holbert’s Monza, 
was the ex-John Greenwood Levite 
Racing Chevrolet Corvette crewed 
by Mike Brockman and Steve Durst, 
while Brad Frisselle, partnered by 
John Morton, took the GTU class 
yet again (and fifth overall) in Brad’s 
Datsun 280Z. 

Two rounds now remain, at Laguna 
Seca and Daytona. 


Rahal dominates but 


it’s Klausler who wins 


Supporting the IMSA event at Mid- 
Ohio was the first round in the 
“second leg’’ of the North American 
IMSA Formula Atlantic ‘‘series’’. 
With Gilles Villeneuve having won 
the first three races earlier this year 
in his Ecurie Canada March 76B, it 
made a change that he wasn’t 
present as finances are still pretty 
tight, and the team are concen- 
trating on preparing two cars for 
Gilles and James Hunt to use at 
Trois Rivieres this weekend. 


The race should therefore have 
been Bobby Rahal’s. Having found 
renewed confidence in himself after 
his final Player’s win at Mosport the 
other week, Rahal led every one of 
the 42 laps in his Doug-Shierson 
March 76B until just three corners 
from home when his engine suddenly 
cut dead. 


As he coasted towards the finish- 
ing line, Tom Klausler (Lola T460) 


and Price Cobb (March 76B) flashed 
passed to claim the first two places. 
It was Klausler’s first Atlantic win 
since the Trois Rivieres race back in 
1974. It was also Lola’s first North 
American Atlantic success this year, 
the previous nine races having been 
won by March 76Bs. Rahal 
staggered home next, Howdy 
Holmes just failing to pass the 
stricken March on the line in his 
Opert Chevron B34, while James 
King (March 76B) and Bobby Brown 
(March 76B) completed the first six 
finishers. 

There are two rounds still remain- 
ing in the series, which Villeneuve 
leads handsomely. They are at Road 
Atlanta on September 19 and 
Laguna Seca (along with the penulti- 
mate round of the IMSA GT series) 
on October 3. The French-Canadian 
hopes that enough private cash has 
been raised so that he can contest 
both of them. 


‘Yarborough gets back on 


the winning NASCAR trial 


Cale Yarborough was back in the: 


NASCAR winner’s circle by winnin 
the Volunteer 400 Grand Nation 
qualifier at Bristol, Tennessee, last 
weekend. Yarborough, driving his 
regular Holly Farms Chevrolet 
Chevelle, took charge of the race 
having seen Darrell Waltrip’s similar 
car lead the first 27 laps. 


Waltrip hung onto second place for 
half of the race before Richard Petty 


got past in his STP Dodge. However, 
there was no way that Petty was 
going to catch Yarborough, the 
atter winning the race (which had 
unusually few yellow periods) by twc 
clear laps at an average ol 
98.573mph. 

Waltrip was on the same lap as 
Petty at the end, while Benny 
Parsons, also in a Chevelle, was 4 
further two laps down, as was Buddy 
Baker in his NI Ford Torino. 
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John Watson makes one of his several spectacular attempts to drive his Penske round the outside of James Hunt's winning McLaren at Tarzan. 
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Master of the hounds 


James Hunt wins thrilling Dutch Grand Prix for Marlboro-McLaren— Another fighting drive by John 
Watson in the Penske — Peterson (March) leads but retires again — Late challenges from Regazzoni 
and Andretti — Report: PETE LYONS — Photography: DAVID WINTER — Race data: ALAN PHILLIPS 


By the fifth lap, it was already the best GP 
of the year, and by the tenth it was one of 
the best races ever. Peterson’s initial rush 
away from pole had faded, and Watson was 
on his tail. Ronnie began weaving luridly 
from verge to verge on the straights and 
defending the inside line into corners — so 
John tried going round the outside. The 
second time he did that he nearly lost his car 
on the gravel and Hunt slipped by for 
second place. Clay MRegazzoni, Mario 
Andretti, Tom Pryce, Jody Scheckter, 


Carlos Pace, Vittorio Brambilla and Patrick 


Depailler were all crowding up nose to tail 
behind and overtaking each other like F3 
drivers. It was fantastic. 


Hunt and Watson finally weaved their 
way by Peterson together, and went off on 
their own. Once again the Austrian GP 
winner had the quickest car on the track, but 
ahead he had a man defending himself 
almost as savagely as had Peterson. Time 
after time Watson tried the outside line 
round Tarzan, sliding and skidding through 
the dust in the middle and twice being liter- 
ally forced off the road into the sand at the 
exit. Lunging, chopping, opposite-locking 
and locking wheels, the two fastest men in 
Fl today fought like rabid dogs and the 
First National City Bank Travelers Check 
Special set fastest lap. But then its gearbox 
broke, and the Marlboro McLaren man, his 
M23 handling worse and worse, had a des- 
perately needed respite. But not for long, for 
an increasingly intense dice for second place 
between Regazzoni and Andretti chased him 
up and made it an incredible chase for first 
place. At the end of 75 bitterly fought laps, 
the three were covered by scarcely two 
seconds. But James hung onto the lead all 
the way, and celebrated his 29th birthday 
with his fifth GP victory of the year; it 
brought him up merely two points short of 
Lauda’s points total. 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


This event had a good feeling right from the start. 
For one thing, Ferraris were back, entering Clay 
Regazzoni with his choice of a pair of 312T2s. The 
presence of the Prancing Horse is not absolutel 
essential for good F1 racing, as Austria proved, 
but it’s good when we can get it. There was a 
small price to pay: the Episode of the Gumball 
Tyres. 

During final practice the Ferrari transporter 
disgorged a set of tyres the team had carefully 
hoarded from the Nurburgring. These were of a 
somewhat softer compound than those which 
Goodyear were supplying at both Austria and 
Holland. With them, or so it appeared, Regga 
went from 16th on the grid to fifth. 

Oh, foul!, cried the F1 Circus as one. Oh, most 
reprehensibly unfair! It seems that at Kyalami in 


the Spring the F1CA had agreed as gentlemen 


that nobody would use anything but the standard 
issue tyres for the place and date. Now Ferrari 
were violating the very spirit of the gentility that, 
as we all know, holds Grand Prix racing together 
as a happy family, free of dissention and strife. 

A careful study of relative lap times does not 
prove that Regazzoni got any great advantage 
from his sticky tyres. Several of the drivers who 
had lapped at close to his Friday speed — Mass, 
Pryce, Ickx, Nilsson — improved on Saturday by 

uite similar amounts. There was a further claim 
that he did the same lap times on whichever set of 
tyres he used. But the appearance of the thing 
was what counted, and Ferrari had taken the very 
bread out of starving team managers’ mouths 
(there is money riding on grid positions) and so on. 
There was quite an intense meeting about it on 
Saturday evening, but in the end there wasn’t 
anything to be done about penalizing Ferrari be- 
cause they hadn’t actually violated any regula- 
tion. And in any case the trick tyres couldn’t be 
used in the race — both Goodyear and wear fac- 
tors were going to see to that — and besides that 
even with trick tyres the Ferrari speed was noth- 
ing like what it ‘‘should”’ be at Zandvoort. 

For two years past the 312s had been the out- 
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standing machines in the Dutch GP, no other car 
being able to approach their speed. But this year, 
if Ferrari had expected Regga to show the same 
kind of speed as had earned him front row posi- 
tions last year, they were disappointed. His best 
lap time was 1.28sec slower than in 1975, and the 
Ford-Cosworth cars of Peterson, Hunt, Pryce and 
Watson all beat him and not by particularly nar- 
row margins. 

But if putting one over on the opposition 
brought a smile to The Old Man’s face and made 
him feel a bit better about F1 racing, well it 
wasn’t much of a price to pay for his welcome 
participation. Ferrari is always good value at a 
motor race, for political quite as much as technical 
reasons. ... 

As for Regga himself, it transpired that on the 
Monday before he had somehow cracked a rib 
while playing tennis, and he was obviously going 
to be in a bit of difficulty this weekend in any 
case. 

The balance of the entry of 27 was pretty much 
as usual. There were two new chassis making 
their official debuts. Tom Pryce was giving a fine 
performance in the Tabatip-sponsored DN8& 
Shadow, visibly revelling in its handling and trac- 
tion and putting it third on the grid. Jochen Mass. 
was contrastingly not happy with the new Marl- 
boro McLaren M26, finding it very difficult to 
balance, and he was a disappointing 15th. 

The Shadow’s speed was all the more creditable 
as it was only some 300 miles old when it arrived 
in Holland, and still in much the same configura- 
tion as originally displayed last week. An attempt 
to cure a suspicion of overheating took the form of 
a “‘stair-steps’’ of scoops up each of the slanting 
side radiators, but as the weather during the 
meeting wasn’t all that hot anyway these were 
finally removed. So was the original airbox 
arrangement in the engine cover, and the car 
raced with simple gauze screening over the in- 
takes; the loss of performance was minimal and 
not as great as the gain in handling due to better 
rear wing airflow. 

Pryce got off to a slow start in practice, but 
soon was throwing the DN8 around with spec- 
tacular abandon and moving up the time sheets. 
“It brakes far better than the old one,’’ he en- 
thused, ‘‘and it doesn’t scrub speed off when you 
put it sideways.”’ In the final session he took his 
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DN5 out and simply confirmed how uncompeti- 
tive it was; he sald in the fast corners round the 
back of the circuit it would lurch into slides all by 
itself and drop several hundred revs doing it. The 
main difference, seemingly, was that the new car 
carries more of its weight forward, fuel and driver 
being relocated, much along the same proportions 
as most of the other currently fast chassis. 

“T think you can say we're back,” said Don 
Nichols, smiling broad: and continually. ‘Did 
you realize that Tom’s quick time was done on 
only one flying lap? On the next one his rear wing 
lost its end-plate and he had to come in and we 
didn’t get him out again before the end. He says 
he thought he could go another few tenths 


Peterson leads at the start chased by Watson,, Hunt, Andretti, Pryce, Regazzoni, Scheckter, Pace, Laffite, Brambilla, Ickx and the rest. 
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faster.” A quarter of a second improvement 
would have been enough to put the new Shadow 
on pole. 

The new McLaren was nothing like as success- 
ful in Holland, although Mass said that part of 
the handling trouble seemed to be a case of the 
rear anti-roll bar, a new arrangement since the 
Austrian tests to get it low down out of the air- 
stream, ‘‘turned out to be sort of pre-loading the 
suspension.”’ At Silverstone, he went on, ‘‘It’s a 
much better car, it points into the corners better 
than the M23. But it doesn’t here.” In fact he was 
visibly in handling difficulty, the car either under- 
steering grossly or oversteering grossly depend- 
ing upon how it was set, but it didn’t seem to 
arrive at neutrality. In the final session of prac- 
tice Jochen lost it in the middle of the Tarzan cor- 
ner and shunted it lightly in the catchfences; the 
cause actually turned out to be the right rear half- 
shaft having snapped. Despite his dramas, he had 
declared his preference to race the M26 and he 
held to it. ; 

There were several new chassis on hand, al- 
though not to new designs. Jody Scheckter’s Elf 
Tyrell 34 was No 4, replacing his destroyed Aus- 
trian chassis; this car still carried its oil cooler ina 
nose duct (‘‘It provides us another combination of 
aerodynamic balance’’) and both the six-wheelers 
had slightly revised lower front wishbones to get 


around the still unexplained Austrian breakages. | 


However, neither one handled at all well. 

Emerson Fittipaldi was using a new chassis, 
likewise No4 and likewise replacing a written-off 
one. This had the same basic suspension as had 
been developed by Maurice Phillipe over the past, 
few weeks, but the whole car looked much tidier. 
It was going much better too, Emerson saying 
that at last it was ‘‘feeling like a racing car. It’s 


consistent, and it’s easy to do fast times. 


steadily.” One interesting tweak was inside the 
oiling system, where mods had succeeded in cut- 
ting about one third from the scavenge back pres- 
sure with consequent .definite improvement in 
straightline speed. 

At Heskeths there was not only a new car, a 
spare tub being completed as 308D/A, but a new 
driver to go with it: Rolf Stommelen stepping in 
for this one race as Guy Edwards’s wrist, 
sprained at the Nurburgring, was still not racing- 
fit. 

There were new faces elsewhere too. As Brett 
Lunger was racing in America, Connie Anderson 
made his F1 debut in the Chesterfield Surtees; he 
said his first impressions were that “the steering 
and the brakes are so good that you don’t realize 
you are going fast — but if you make a mistake 


you will realize it very quickly!” 

Jacky Ickx was racing the Ensign, in what had 
originally been a caval donk with Mo Nunn. Not 
having sat in the car before Friday morning, he 
was initially plagued with a misfire caused ie a 
leaking sparking plug housing, but when able to 
do hard laps the Belgian former star found that 
the N176 ‘‘turns into the corners extremely well. 
It does not have good traction of the rear wheels, 
but they told me about that; the new rear suspen- 
sion is not yet ready. Really it is very, very good, 
and really I am very, very happy!”’ He was 11th 
on the grid, a distinct improvement over his plac- 
ings in recent months, and reckoned there was 
about three-tenths more to come with another 
session. 

In Hexagon’s entry of Penske PC3/002 was new 
face Boy Hayje, the team making good progress 
learning about F1 with the works Penske team’s 
help. Having set the car on long wheelbase, they 
had to then move the side radiators rearward to 
match — the rads have to be close to the back 
tyres, in the high pressure area there, to work 
properly — and later on two of the Penske 
mechanics voluntarily put in a 3am night to re- 
build the PC3’s one and only gearbox. The young 
Dutch F3 driver put in a quite creditable driving 
job, qualifying three rows up from the back. 

Qualifying on the row ahead of that was the 
other ‘‘Dutchman”’ Larry Perkins, whose Boro 
team had spent the months since their last 
appearance (in Sweden) in ‘‘doing regular eight-to- 
five days in the shop” and periodically testing the 
results. “‘We’ve begun to understand-the car in 
theory, rather than just doing things to it willy 
nilly.” Perkins was very pleased with the car's 
handling, although he was forced to realize that 
the engine was well down on power compared to 
the regular front-runners. His practice contained 
a couple of bad moments: on Friday afternoon he 
had a wild spin down the road at the ‘East 
Tunnel” when the bolts holding a rear hub all 
broke, apparently from cumulative effects of tyre 
vibration. ‘‘We’re going to have to ‘life’ them 
more stringently. I don’t mind telling you, I 
nearly died of fright!” 

On Saturday afternoon he had a minor shunt 
with Peterson, when Ronnie overtook him past 
the pits and then ‘‘just pulled across in front of 
me, I guess he thought I was going to brake 
earlier. His left rear wheel hit my right front.’’ The 
two cars ended up in the fences, but only lightly 
damaged. 

Practice itself started off with a discouraging 
note, the note of raindrops on the road. A short 
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Peterson’s March fends off Jarier’s DN5 Shadow and Andretti’s JPS. 
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continued 


but heavy rainstorm swept down along the beach- 
line and sent everybody scurrying for cover for a 
while. The watches naturally kept going, and 
there were only about 30 minutes of that first 
session held in drying conditions as the hazy sun 
came out. Times were nonetheless pretty good, 
ee leading Laffite and Hunt at the 1m 22s 
mark, 

The afternoon hour was dry throughout, and 
the atmosphere became quite ‘“‘racey”’. The 
colours of the cars gleamed brightly, their engines 
roared lustily, and they all were leaving lots of 
grey rubber powder in streaks on the road. The 
final times were closely bunched, Hunt leadin 
the field at 1m 21.6s. Watson was still going wall 
and Brambilla came up nicely although Laffite’s 
speed deteriorated. Reutemann was getting use- 


ful speed and so were Peterson with both his cars, 
Scheckter and Andretti. There was a growing feel- 
ing that the race meeting was going well. 

The next morning brought something of a 
change in F1 procedure, for it had been agreed to 
make the final qualifying session of one hour in 
the morning rather than the afternoon. It proved 
to be quite a sensible and popular idea, for now 
everybody could go about the job of doing grid 
times in one sustained effort. Previously this year 
everything had to stop on Saturday morning for 
14 hours while — theoretically — cars were tuned 
to race conditions and tried on full tanks. Then in 
the afternoon chassis settings were put back to 
all-out, light-tank qualifying trim again. The truth 
had been that not everyone had been race-tuning 
on Saturday morning, for anyone in trouble natur- 
ally preferred to continue rooting out gremlins so 
as to be ready for the afternoon. ; 

With the new system adopted at Zandvoort 
everything in terms of qualifying was over by 


lunchtime, and’ there was less pressure to keep, 


teams from race-tuning in the afternoon. Again 


Tom Pryce hurls the new DN8 Shadow to a second-row qualifying time in typical style — a fine debut. 
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this was a theoretical advantage not universally 
realized, for Hunt to name one had been beaten 
out of his pole in session three, and preferred to 
keep on at his handling — which was difficult. In 
fact it was “Terrible — it has a lack of traction 
and it oversteers. I think it’s these tyres, they’re 
pretty hard.” 

Hunt had been finally beaten by a one hun- 
dredth of a second by Peterson, whose March — 
in John Day livery this time — looked particularly 
smooth and easy to control. When Pryce came up 
so dramatically, Watson was displaced back to 
fourth spot; he said the Citibank car was going 
well enough although it had a lack of traction out 
of the slow corners — ‘‘Which is true of the car 
generally.” : 

The final grid pation was very encouraging for 
hopes of a good race. The top 14 drivers were 
within a second of each other, and among them 
they were using 10 different chassis and four 
kinds of engine. Nor were there the quantity of 
mechanical failures that often afflict practices, 
and it seemed like fewer people crashed than 
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normal as well. 

Only a few dramas seemed important. Gunnar 
Nilsson had electrical failure in the first session 
and had to be towed in; he said his JPS was hand- 

ing poorly: ‘It doesn’t respond to changes, 
either, it’s really bad.” By the next day it had 
been improved to ‘Just an average car’’. Andretti 
by contrast was reasonably content with his 
chassis: he’d chosen to use the original JPS ‘‘11”’, 
mainly because of its gearbox being fitted with a 
particular kind of differential locker he preferred. 

Hunt had a small brake fire in the pits in the 
second session. At the same period Laffite’s 
Ligier apparently developed a cracked rear sus- 
en mounting. Harald Ertl had a great 
locked-brake slide when Perkins’s hub failed, 
which well and truly flat-spooted the Hesketh’s 
tyres: he also had electrical troubles. Fittipaldi 
had a delay with his engine not starting, due to 
vapour locking. Carlos Pace, after trying one 

.Martini Brabham-Alfa with revised rear sus- 
pension — a bottom wishbone, rather than 
arallel links — reverted to the normal geometry. 

'eam-mate Reutemann, after his good speed on 
Friday, sagged well down the lists on Saturday 
because the circuit had evidently changed over- 
night — it has a reputation for that, with sand 
blowing over it — and the car’s handling went 
from pretty good to very bad. 


RACE 


On Saturday evening the track was washed by a 


heavy rainstorm, but Sunday, although hazy, was 
dry and warm. The wind, which had been 
northerly and easterly during practice, was now 
out of the SE, making it almost a tail wind on the 
straight. All the better. 

Now occurred another departure from the 
standard 1976 schedule as the usual 20 min 
warmup was held back until 1pm to allow the local 
burghers a peaceful sleep in. Between then and 
the 2pm start there was Toft hardly enough time 
to refuel the cars and check tyre pressures, let 
alone do any major maintenance. Luckily nobody 
blew up or crashed, and the main dramas were a 

ir of misbehaving ignition boxes behind 

eterson and Andersson. 

The whole field of 26 — the unlucky (meaning 
slow) Pesenti-Rossi watching from the pits road 
— did individual laps round the circuit onto the 
dummy grid and then some minutes later a 
second one all together. Everything seemed good 
as the Dutch tricolour rose over them. 

Peterson moved off strongly, holding his lead 
down into the first corner. Hunt lagged, his back 
wheels lighting up, and Watson swerved around 
him. The McLaren’s back wheels continued to 
churn black rubber into the road, and slithered 
from left to right across the road, creating a hairy- 
looking traffic jam against the pits barrier with 
Pryce in the deepest part of it. There was no 
incident, however, and everybody arrived safely 
into Tarzan, Ronnie in first followed by John and 


eee. 


James. All went through except for Stuck, whose 
clutch had failed on the line. Quickly he was 
pushed into the pit road. 

Andretti was fourth at the end of the first lap, a 
superb start from seventh, and then came Pryce, 
Regazzoni, Scheckter and so on. All were 
clustered tight together with the exception of 
Peterson, who already had a cushion on Watson 
1.2secs thick. So it looked like a great day for 
“Superswede”’ and it kept looking like that for 
another sixty seconds — when nearing the end of 
the second lap it could be seen his cushion had 
thinned to 0.8sec. This early his car was develop- 
ing a crippling understeer, and with the Penske 
pushing up behind there was no way he could 
nurse the front tyres. Watson at the same point 
was ‘getting happy with my car, settling down,” 
and he prepared himself to take the lead. 

Regga attacked Pryce starting the third lap, 
pushing down to the inside at Tarzan and refusing 
to be intimidated by a last-second chop from the 
Shadow, and the Ferrari moved up into fifth. 
There were similar enterprising moves farther 
back in the pack, as in the next few laps Nilsson 
overtook Mass and Ickx, Perkins overtook Mass, 
and then Mass attacked Ickx, survived a rebuff, 
ran round two corners side by side and chopped 
ahead a quarter mile later. By this time there was 
no gap behind Peterson at all. Watson was right 
up on his gearbox and the leader began weaving 
to stave off defeat for as long as possible. 


Clay Regazzoni came so close to extending Ferrari's constructors’ championship lead. 


Last-lap time — and tension in the Marlboro-McLaren pit. 


Boring down the pits straight Ronnie com- 
menced long S-swerves across the road, forcing 
Watson to track precisely behind lest the Penske 
lose speed on the walls of the tunnel the March 
was carving in the air. Onto the brakes for Tarzan 
and Peterson held tight to the inside, keeping the 
line for his very own — so Watson acce ted the 
outside. A red/white/blue Penske came alongside 
a red/white/blue March and for just an instant the 
GP was being lead by a double image. Then 
Watson, his front tyres shrieking their abuse, 
wobbled off line too wide and Peterson went on 
ahead round the corner. 

At the end of that lap the cushion was back, half 
a second of it, and it took until the next one before 
Watson was ready to try again. As before Peter- 
son carved lurid snakes on the road; as before 
Watson matched him swerve for swerve and then 
went out to the outside of the braking zone. 
Trying that slight bit harder this time he came 
alongside sooner and actually went into the lead 
— for a hundred yards. At the end of them he was 
well and truly off on the marbles, oscillating from 
lock to lock as he fought to pry 4 from spinning. 
He succeeded, just, but even as he tamed the car 
and realigned himself with the arc of the corner, 
Hunt had slipped by underneath into second 
place. . 

So Peterson had a respite, but it wasn’t much of 
a one. Entering Tarzan on lap 10 he was 0.9s 
ahead of Hunt, exiting the 180deg he was 0.6s 


: 
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Mario Andretti achieved a fighting third place with the JPS. 


continued 


ahead; the March’s understeer was that crippling. 
Not that the McLaren was handling perfectly 
either for it was understeering as well. The 
Penske, set for a trace of oversteer, rapidly came 
up tight behind. 

Starting lap 13 both Hunt and Watson traced 
elaborate esses on the road entering the corner 
and displaced Peterson to third, amidst clouds of 
brake smoke. It took a couple more laps for the 
new pattern to gell, but inevitably Ronnie fell 
back toward the eager grasp of Regga; Hunt and 
Watson charged off alone around the circuit and 
it was a new race. 

Stuck had rejoined after six of the leader’s laps; 
Merzario had fallen off the road approaching the 
Panorama; Reutemann retired with his clutch 
hydraulics leaking; Andersson’s engine blew at 
Schievelak and next time through Nilsson, his 
view blocked by Depailler’s Tyrrell, ran squarely 
over the oil and slammed into the fences. Stuck 
ran into more trouble with the engine this time 
and retired because of it. Hayje flat spotted a tyre 
and stopped to change it. 


The first ten cars. were all still in touch with 


each other, no gaps more than a couple of seconds. 


having developed. Scheckter,-after several trials, 
got around Pryce by taking the Watson way at 
Tarzan; the six-wheeler wobbled desperately but 
it held the road and Jody was sixth. Racing for 
11th place were Mass and Ickx, the new Ensign 
driver showing the kind of fire that made him 
famous eight years ago; Mass was visibly strug- 
gling with the M26, lurching and weaving 
raggedly round the corners, while Ickx was 
holding neat, clean, precise lines and looking for a 
big enough lurch to cram himself through. Then 
there were four men chasing 13th place, Perkins 
holding the Boro ahead of Laffite, Fittipaldi and 
Jones. After that was a dice between Jarier and 
Pescarolo; there was action everywhere in this 
marvellous race. 

Regazzoni eventually made his way by 
Peterson; he was 1} seconds behind Watson. 
Watson was 1} seconds behind Hunt. But things 
kept changing, gaps kept varying, it was impos- 
sible to say the race was even about to be decided. 

At approximately 25 laps, one third distance, 
Hunt’s bothersome understeer condition 
suddenly worsened into bad understeer. What 
had actually happened, apparently anyway, was 
that one of the M23’s long fone brake scoops had 
come adrift. It was waggling around in the air- 
stream under the nose wing ahead of it and 


disturbing the flow enough to matter. Watson, 
who had oe erp to be biding his time, came up 
close enough to renew his attack. Hunt began to 
defend himself, not by swerves along the straight 
but by taking the inside line into Tarzan. Starting 
lap 27 Watson made another trial on the outside 
line. He was getting good practice at it by now 
and held the Penske in far enough that it didn’t 
start sliding on the rubbish off the line, and PC4 

aced M23 wheel to wheel around the whole 

anked loop. It wasn’t until the exit that Watson 
had to give up, for he was presented with a fat 
back wheel stepping out sideways at him as Hunt 
sa the power down and used his normal line. The 

enske had to swerve its two left side wheels up 
on the kerb and over them into the sandy grass, 
and fell back oscillating visciously and sending a 
roostertail of grey sand up behind. 

Again Watson had to spend a couple of laps 
recovering, but by the end of the 41st he was 
ready to try once more. Again the pair came down 
by the pits hard over against the pits wall; again 
Watson veered out to the only available side, the 
outside. Again he drew level round the outside of 
Tarzan — and again Hunt forced him off the road 
onto the sand at the exit. Serious stuff, and not at 
all like usual F'1 racing! 

“I could see James was getting more under- 
steer, so I was quite confident of overtaking him 
eventually,’’ Watson explained later. ‘‘He was a 


Jody Scheckter, having just passed the new Shadow, consolidates his advantage over a crossed-up Tom Pryce. 
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little bit quicker than me along the straight, one 
or two mph perhaps; I think he had less wing than 
I did. I was having to remember to stay back 
going into the corners, though, because if you get 
really close the slipstream destroys your own 
handling.” 

From this point John visibly decided to play a 
waiting game, and he stopped forcing the issue at 
Tarzan, simply running round and round directly 
behind the McLaren waiting for Hunt to make a 
mistake. But that wasn’t going to be the 
resolution of this particular conflict. 

Inside the Penske’s gearbox a bearing was 
breaking up, and as the shaft began to wobble 
around it quickly destroyed the fifth gears in 
mesh. Watson suddenly lifted off in front of the 
pits and braked sharply to a halt at the end of the 
guardrail there. A quick look at the rear of the car, 
and he turned to walk back. 

Ickx found his opening by Mass and soon was 
putting pressure on Depailler. Brambilla overtook 
Pace. Ickx got by Depailler and then passed Pace. 
Soon after that the Ensign was ahead of Bram- 
billa and leaving him behind, and when Peterson, 
his oil pressure dropping away, finally retired in 
the pits Jacky Ickx moved up into sixth place. 

Scheckter and Pryce had been hard after each 
other. Perkins, who had been passed by Fittipaldi 
only to inherit the place back again when the 
Copersucar’s master switch came apart, now lost 
control of the Boro in the fast bend. onto the pits 
straight and went spinning. This brought out a 
course car, and as they came up to it Scheckter 
backed off abruptly and Pryce shot round him. “I 
was too much on edge anyway,” said Jody, 
explaining why he wasn’t angry about losing a 
place like that. ‘‘My car was twitchy and it got 
worse toward the end.” Pryce, though, was in a 
bit of trouble himself. An initial tendency to 
understeer cured itself but at about mid-distance 
a fuel pickup problem in the new car showed itself 
and he finished with a high-speed misfire. 

Andretti, presented with third when Peterson 
dropped out, was free to go after Reggazzoni now, 
and go he did. ‘‘My chassis was workin’ bitchin’, 
an’ I could see Clay’s was a little jumpy.” 

Hunt’s lead over Regazzoni had never been 
much more than about 7.5 seconds, and as the 
race ran out it began to shrink. His handling still 
off, he could do nothing about the pressure 

. growing up behind from Andretti through 
Regazzoni. With ten laps left in the race, James’ 
cushion was down to four seconds. At the same 

oint Andretti was down to less than a second 

hind Regga. The tension began to wind up as 

the race shortened and all three men, each seeing 
a clear chance of victory, went flat out. 

The oest handling car of the three was the JPS, 
for Mario had been using his adjustable rear anti- 
roll bar throughout and keeping his handling 
tuned to the varying conditions. It must have 
been on the cards that he could have finally over- 
taken both the cars in front — had his fuel system 
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This car is good — and so is its driver. Jacky Ickx confirmed his talent with the Ensign. 


not been playing up. But during the last 20-odd 
laps one of his tanks refused to empty properly, 
and the engine was misfiring at high revs. It was 
enough that the JPS could not capitalize along 
the straights upon its handling advantage. 

All this while Ickx was closing up on Scheckter, 
dving laps in the same bracket as the race leaders. 
Ensign had closed to exactly five seconds from 
Tyrrell when, eight laps short of the end, some- 
thing evidently electrical went wrong and the red 
car stopped dead. 

As Ertl had spun off and stalled, Laffite had 
retired with oil pressure gone — this followed 
race-long bad handling from a first lap nose- 
nerfing episode on the kerbings — Pace had 
vanished behind a haze of oil leaking from a hole 
in the pump housing and Hayje’s car had broken a 
drive shaft, there were but a dozen cars running 
at the last. 

But it was so far from being a dreary proces- 
sional ending that the Dutch GP 1976 will go 
down as an all-time modern classic. Hunt’s 
advantage was being carved away by Regazzoni 
with each lap, and with five to go it was less than 
three seconds. With three to go it was less than 


on * 


sh 


The chase which provided the main interest: British drivers Hunt and Watson lead the Dutch GP. 


two seconds, and next time round McLaren lead 
Ferrari by 1.25s; JPS was 1.75s behind that. 

On the road ahead of the trio was Alan Jones, 
the Durex Surtees running smoothly towards 
eighth place. “I always thought Alan Jones was a 
friend of mine,’’ grinned Hunt afterward, “‘but I 
was wondering how many laps he was going to 
wait to show it there!’’ On the last lap, Ferrari one 
second behind or less, Hunt came alongside Jones 
and flicked through. Alan, trying to move well 
over, went so far the Surtees stepped sideways; in 
correcting he inadvertently waggled his rear 
wheels back towards Regga and Regga had to 
back off. 

James won the race by 0.9s; Clay scored at least 
a far better result than anyone would have 
expected of him a day before; Mario had given a 
third dimension to the struggle. Tom Pryce’s 
drive had been something special, John Watson's 
had been brilliant — but the man who received the 
grandest applause from an appreciative crowd 
was Jacky Ickx. 

The Dutch GP was so good that by itself it goes 
most of the way toward making 1976 a great F1 
year. oO 
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND \2 LENGTH 75 laps of 2.626 mile circuit. 196.95 miles 
WEATHER WARM. HAZY SUN. DRY. No. of STARTERS 2G FINISHERS \2 

WINNER J. HONT in MARLBORO -McLAREN M2S av.speed \1\2.69 mph 
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E nn IPS-Fo Zi in | mia. 20.3) sec. W774 
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ZANDVOORT, Holland: Well, that was the 
hardest two points I’ve earned for a long time. 
From where I was watching, the Dutch Grand 
Prix was an extremely arduous one, and I climbed 
out of the car at the end feeling totally shattered 
as well as a bit glum that the result was only a 
couple of points. But that, as they say, is motor 
racing. 

It rained at the first practice session on Friday 
and we only got a little time on the track. The car 
went quite well, but we didn’t really have time to 
make any adjustments or judge how well it was 
finally going to settle down. 

We were up at 6 o'clock practising for the pit 
stop competition, which turned out to be some- 
thing of a shambles. The Tyrrell team is generally 
pretty good at pitstops, and we managed 12.5secs 
in practice. When it got to the actual competition 
though, one of the wheel nuts got burred and was 
very slow coming off. That reduced us to 19secs, 
and then to make it worse we got excluded any- 
way. After the wheels and been changed, we all 
had to do one lap in not more than 20secs outside 
pole position time. This to make sure that every- 
one really does put the wheels on properly, and 
doesn’t just stick them on with Scotch tape. 

When I came round after my lap, I got the 
chequered flag and stopped where the mechanics 
were waiting. But they’d given me the flag too 
early and I hadn’t crossed the line. Ken Tyrrell 
started hopping about and pushing the car over 
the line, but we were 5secs outside the time. The 
JPS team also got disqualified — they were too 
slow because’a wheel started to come off their car! 
Ho hum. Anyway, the whole thing dissolved in 
protests, and I still don’t know who won. 

One thing that I thought was pretty cute — the 
Penske boys had fitted their car with little air 
jacks, like they have at Indy. You just plug in an 
air line and whoosh — up she goes. Very neat; 
they clocked around l5secs. 

Anyway, we got through the next practice 
session with the car going reasonably well, but we 
did have one problem. The brakes on the middle 
set of wheels had developed a tendency to lock up. 
The last timed session was on Saturday morning, 
and we finished up eighth fastest. Naturally it’s 
nice to be nearer the front, but the car seemed to 
be running quite well. 

There was one more unofficial session in the 
afternoon, and we managed to lop another half- 
second off by reducing the wing angle a bit. So I 
was quite happy come race time, even though the 
car still wasn’t very fast down the straight. We 
made one final adjustment to the brake balance 
valve at the warm-up session. 

When the flag dropped, I made quite a good 


+ 
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Jody opposite-locks the fifth-placed Elf-Tyrrell out of Hunzerug. 


“From where | was watching, the 
Dutch GP was an extremely 


arduous one. ... | could see the 
struggle for the lead going on, a 
few tantalising seconds in front of 
me.” 


start, but so did everyone else and I only held my 
osition. It was extremely good, close racing for a 
ong time; no-one was getting away. I held eighth 
for about 20 laps, and then got past Tom Pryce at 
the end of the straight. It’s a long straight 
followed by a wide right hand hairpin, and I 
managed to get by in a fairly hair-raising out- 
braking manoeuvre right at the very end. I was 
almost in the pit road at one time, and just 


VERYL 


sneaked past on the inside as we went into tho 
Tarzan curve. For a second I thought I was going 
to drift too wide and that he’d take me back on 
the inside, but I was a bit sideways and — 
quite a lot of road so I don’t really think he ha 
room to try it. 

I managed to pull out a couple of seconds on 
him, but the six-wheeler was already becoming 
something of a handful. It was just plain twitchy, 
specially on the bumpier parts of the circuit, and 
the amount of concentration needed to keep it on 
or near the limit all the time was beginning to sap 
my strength. 

Someone had dropped out and I was up to sixth, 
but then I came round a corner at the back of the 
circuit to find white flags all over the place and an 
official car with a flashing light trundling about. 
Apparently someone had blown an engine, but 
that’s not a good enough reason to a an official 
car on the track. When you're belting round a 
corner at about 100mph and you’re right at the 
limit of adhesion, you really don’t need to come 
across course cars unless it’s really necessary. The 
guy behind the wheel could be an excellent driver 
who knows all about your speed and your racing 
line, or he could be some ageing official of the 
organising club who doesn’t have any idea of the 
danger he’s putting you both in. 

From the cockpit of an F1 car you just can’t 
tell, and you don’t have a lot of time to think 
about it. But if you see an official car you gener- 
ally reckon something pretty serious must have 
happened up ahead, and you take it a bit easier 
because te just don’t know what you might find 
around the next corner. 

That’s what I thought, anyway, but Tom must 
have reckoned it was okay because he went 
charging past me. I chased after him when I 
found the lights and flags hadn’t meant anything 
serious, and managed to close up a little. 

I was encouraged to go a bit quicker by the 
signs from my pit, which were telling me that 
Jacky Ickx in the Ensign was catching me. First 
he was 10secs behind, then eight, then six. ... 
Then he disappeared with ignition trouble. Lucky 
for me but a real shame for Ties — to do so well on 
his first race in the car is very impressive. Jacky 
has had a lean couple of years, though I don't 
think the other drivers have ever really dismissed 
him. As for the Ensign, well, I don’t care how 
much or how little it cost, it must be a damn good 
"sa and I think it could be a front runner before 

ong. 

When Jacky went, I decided to ease right off. 
We were running a lowish top gear and I was 
— pretty high revs on the straight, and as the 
handling was wearing me out anyway it seemed 
like a good plan to rest the engine and make sure 
of finishing. There was always a chance that 
someone in front would make a mistake, but they 
never did. 

It must have been a good race from the crowd’s 
point of view, because it wasn’t until the very end 
that it was certain James would win. First he had 
a 34-lap battle with John Watson until John’s 
gearbox packed up, and then Regazzoni and 
Andretti started to give him a hard time. For 
three quarters of the race I could see the struggle 
for the lead going on, a tantalising few seconds 
ahead of me. 

There was a bit of a discussion over Regazzoni 
using super-sticky compound tyres in practice. 
There’s no FIA rule against it, of course, but to 
keep the cost sensible and to give everyone the 
same chance -the teams have an agreement with 
Goodyear and with each other that only certain 
compound tyres will be used at each circuit. But 
Ferrari turned up with some sticky ones left over 
from the Nurburgring, I think, and & t spotted. 
There’s a meeting about it next week. I hope it 
doesn’t end up with Ferrari getting all huffy 
again, but an agreement is an agreement, and you 
can’t have people breaking it when it’s worth a 
second a lap and several places on the grid. 

Before the Austrian Grand Prix, it looked like 
both James Hunt and I had a chance at the 
championship. He got just three points in Austria 
and I got none, so my chance evaporated a little. 
Now he’s 20 points clear of me, and while there’s 
no way I’m giving up yet, I guess the time has 
come when one has to be realistic and say that it 
looks like James is going to be this year’s World 
Champion. Apart from me, I must say that 
there’s no-one I’d rather see win it. James has 
done a hell of a lot for Grand Prix racing this year. 
Despite his own various problems, he’s managed 
to give it a new, bright image in the eye of the 
public, and consequently public interest in the 
sport is higher than it’s been for some years. oO 
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the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


An international 
reputation at stake? 


All Ireland celebrated John Watson’s great 
Austrian Grand Prix win the other weekend. I am 
amazed to read in your AuTosporT Editorial that 
we were all wrong, John Watson is British. 
Contradictions were published in the issue for the 
August 19 page 5, quote: ‘‘Actually, only four 
readers tipped the Irishman for the win’; and 
page 19, quote Jody Scheckter: ‘‘So, it’s a first 
rand Prix win for Ireland”’. 

The trouble with the world is too much politics, 
so come on AUTOSPORT, give credit where credit is 
due and do not rob us of our first ever Irish win in 
Grand Prix racing. The British have had enough 
Grand Prix winners in Moss, Hawthorn, Collins, 
Hill and now Hunt. Clark and Stewart were 
Scottish, Brabham Australian, Hulme and 
McLaren New Zealanders, Scheckter South 
African, so why not Watson as Irish? 

On the front cover of the same Autosport, the 
Penske is shown in the red, white and blue colours 
of America and with the flags of the USA, and 
the Editorial neatly removes the team owner, the 
sponsor and most of the team managers to call 
the car British. Let’s be fair, if it was not for the 
Americans the car would not exist, and with Hunt 
and McLaren almost certain to win the champion- 
ship I do not think that the Americans will steal 
your ‘‘thunder”. 

Biased and over-British reportage can only 
damage the _ international reputation of 
AUTOSPORT as the greatest of all motor sporting 
magazines. 

Thank you, AuTosport, for the great coverage 
of the aport, and for your coverage of Irish motor 
racing. I am sure I speak for enthusiasts all over 
the world in wishing Niki Lauda a speedy 
recovery and an early return to motor racing, with 
Ferrari, of course. 

LIAM MurpHy. 
BALTINGLASS, Co WICKLOW, EIRE. 


O’ Dear... 


Who hi-jacked John Watson? Your Editorial of 
August 19 clearly claimed that the great man is 
British, yet John is on record as saying he is 
pleased to regard himself as the only IRISH 
Grand Prix driver. 

So play the game, chaps! Britain has quite a few 
Formula 1 men without having to pinch Ireland's 
only golden boy. 


Mind you, the Irish undercover agents have 
also been at work. Did you know that, a couple of 
years ago, the entire British Superloon team 
swore allegiance to the Tricolour in Mondello 
Park? It’s true. At the post-induction ceremonies 
Messrs Hill, Hawker and Strawson demonstrated 
their loyalty to the Emerald Isle by filtering their 
waste oil through a Union Jack — straight into G. 
Marshall’s sump. Strawberry was ordained 
(because of his holey sandals) and he spent the 
rest of the weekend meditating (it got so bad they 
had to sew up his pockets). 

Finally, at this very moment, plans are well ad- 
vanced for the welcoming of Ireland’s first World 
Champion — Seamus O’Hunt. So be warned! 

Tony HAyMER. 
Co.wyn Bay, N. WALES. 


Who? 


Has Penske not heard of Delilah? 

BRENDAN ELLIS. 
CHAPELIZOD,CO DUBLIN, EIRE. 
PS: Remarkable how John Watson’s nationality 
changes with his placings. .. . 
[Hey, wait a minute, hang on. ..John Watson was 
born in Belfast, wasn't he? And Belfast is in 
Ulster, isn’t it? And Ulster is in Britain, isn’t it? 
And that does make John Watson British, doesn’t 
it? Anyway, he lives in Bognor, so there. — Ed.| 


Chop and Change 


The recent news that an FF 2000 based sports car 


‘formula is to be introduced next year, at the 


expense of full-race engined 2-litre sports cars and 
possibly the present Clubmans “A’’ class, 
prompts me to express my concern over the 
current trend towards highly restricted engine 
regulations in national racing classes. 

It seems that pretty soon, the only time 
spectators will be able to enjoy the sound of fully 
tuned racing engines will be during Group 8 and 
special saloon races (apart from F1 and F 2). 

I realise that engine restrictions are intended to 
make racing cheaper, and do enjoy FF and prod 
saloons when the racing is close, but club 
meetings are in danger of being swamped by such 
restrictive categories. 

In particular, Atlantic is a formula I would be 
sorry to see ‘‘go under’, because over the past few 
seasons I have found it more exciting to watch 
than the rival F3, which is supposedly just as 
expensive, for all its restricted regulations. 

In fact I would like to see F3 axed in this 
country in favour of a strong national Atlantic 
championship. Before you raise your hands in 


Man in the news — Bognor’s John Watson abandons his driveless Penske at Zandvoort. 
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horror, consider this. The only advantage of F3 is 
that one can race abroad against foreign 
opposition, but none of our drivers does this 
(except for Monaco, but then an Atlantic could be 
converted to F3 spec for this race, like Modus did 
for Tony Brise in 1975). Also France has been 
without F3 since 1974, but this has not stopped 
talents like Tambay, Amoux, and now Pironi from 
coming to the fore. Finally, a well-supported 
Atlantic championship is the ideal stepping stone 
to F2, and would make a good premier national 
series if Group 8 ever lost favour. 

H. T. NEWMAN. 
WHITTLESFORD, CAMBS. 


Vic vagaries 


I enjoyed your recent article on Vic Elford, and 
although I hardly consider myself an expert on 
Vie’s career, I am sure of one thing: that he did 
not retire when the 917s did as you state in your 
article. . 

In 1973 he ran and occasionally drove for a 
team of French-based March sports cars. You 
further neglected to mention Vic’s association 
with the French Gotti wheel firm and, of course, 
his 1976 Inaltera effort for Le Mans. 

J. RULON-MILLER. 
SHIRLEY, SOLIHULL, W ARKS. 


Suggestion box 


Suggestion No 1: Could the German Grand Prix 
organizers and the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association not split the cost of bringing the 
marshals from all European Grands Prix to the 
Nurburgring, all expenses paid, as a way of 
saying thank you, and culminating the problem 
there? 

Suggestion No 2: If all the fans of the 
Nurburgring were to contribute to a fund, not 
from any one nation but all Europeans, would the 
authorities reconsider making improvements to 
the ’Ring? I, for one, am prepared to back my 
suggestion with hard cash. 

If all involved felt the above was feasible, and 
surely the drivers must be allowed the final 
decision, will someone please start the ball 
rolling? 

Also, will constructors please follow Ken 
Tyrrell’s lead with the cockpit windows? It’s 
refreshing to think something was done solely for 
us enthusiats. Thank you, Ken. 

KEVIN P. D. AMBROSE. 
ENNIS, Co.CLARE, HIRE. 


Then as now? 


Twenty-five years ago this week (August 
31, 1951) AUTOSPORT previewed the Tour de 
France and lamented that there were “‘few”’ 
British entries (just three in fact — Donald 
Healey and Gordon Wilkins with a Healey 
and two intrepid crews with an Aston 
Martin and Frazer-Nash in the 1501_to 
3000cc class). We mused that the entry list 
was “preponderantly French’, which 


figures.... Pit & Paddock’s main stories 
that week were that Stirling Moss was 
about to run at Bari with the new four- 
cylinder 2-litre ‘‘Featherweight”’ Ferrari — 
said to give 180bhp and weigh just 8cwt; 
and that the German 24 hour sports car 
race scheduled for the first weekend in 


September at the Nurburgring had to be 
cancelled owing to a lack of entries. The 
Editorial discussed the news that “BRM 
have finally come to terms with Stirling 
Moss for the 1952 season’’. We continued 
with the details that Bourne had offered 
Moss a drive for Barcelona after Enzo 
Ferrari’s strong bid for his services would 
see him behind the wheel of the 
experimental Featherweight that weekend. 
We concluded by noting that BRM meant 
business and that the marque would be 
strong challengers in all forthcoming 
Grandes Epreuves. Rallying was not of 
prime eis a to the magazine in 
1951.... but we did report in the Club 


News section that there would be a Citroen 
Social Run starting from Wimbledon 
Common that weekend. 


Can Stokes stay on top? 


Drummond must start favourite 


The Lakeland Stages is on. The 
eighth round of both the Castrol/ 
AvutTosporT and the BTRDA 
championships will go ahead as 
planned despite rumours to the 
‘contrary owing to the dangers of fire 
in the forests. 

Last week a decision from the area 
forestry officer was deferred while 
the situation was finally appraised, 
but the Lakes is one of the fortunate 
few areas of the country which 
throughout this incredibly dry 
summer has remained greener than 
most; so although the danger of fire 
is still of course present, it has not 
yet reached totally unacceptable pro- 
portions. The top twenty cars and 


crews are as follows: 

2, Tony Drummond/Phil Short (RS1800); 3, David 
Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600); 4, _ Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 5, George 
Hill/Peter Valentine (Vauxhall Magnum); 6, Piggy 
Thompson/Alan Greenwood (RS1800); 8, Laurie 
Richards/—_(RS1800); 10, Geoff Simpson/Alan 
Simpson (RS1600); 11, Frank Pierson/Arthur 
Brick (RS1600); 12, Malcolm Wilson/John Davies 
"a ); 13, Mike Rawson/Chris Gray (Opel 
adett); 14, Robin Farrington/Peter Gunning 
(RS1600); 15, John Eaton/Duncan Spence 
dp 16, Graham Lepley/Dave Orrick 
(RS1600); 17, Steve Reed/Jim Goodman 


Spectator guide 


FIRE-RISK — THERE IS AN EXTREME FIRE RISK 
DUE TO THE DRY CONDITIONS PREVAILING IN 
THE FORESTS — EXTREME CAUTION IS 
REQUIRED ALL THE TIME. 


SS2 GREYSTOKE Il — Park carefully on the yellow 
to the south of stage entrance MR 90(M)/405345 
and walk into stage — The first half mile has inter- 
esting uphill bends. First car is due at 09.20 
earliest and 9.45 standard or Park in yellow to 
south of stage exit MR 90(M)/382338 and walk 
into stage — the last mile has fast straights and 


nds. 
Approach this stage from the A66 or Greystoke 
Village. 


SS3 SETMURTHY | — Park on yellows to west of 
stage entrance at 89(M) 162328 or east of stage 
exit at 89(M)/161313. The first half mile is fast, 
then the middle mile of the stage is tighter uphill 
then down to finish fast. First car is due at 10.15 
earliest and 10.45 standard. 


Now its Oct 30 


Following a statement issued last 
week (and printed in Special Stage) 
that the York MC Raylor Rally was 
after all to be run on its originally 
planned date of the 25th September, 
we have now discovered that the 
rally is definitely not being run on 
this date. 

The reason for the turn-about is 
simply that although the Forestry 
Commission gave the go-ahead to 
the organisers two weeks ago, the 
then reversed this decision last wee 
after informing the club too late to 
withhold the confirmation 
statement. 

Although there were many ‘flash’ 
floods throughout the country last 
weekend, very little rain fell in east 
Yorkshire, with the result that the 
club made a decision to run the rall 
on the alternative date of the 30t. 
October, to which neither the 
Forestry Commission or the RAC 
have any objection. The rally will 
thus now (drought ——e be the 
last round of the Castrol cham- 

ionship. Secretary-of-theMeeting, 
Peter illiams is currently writing 
to all 140 entrants informing them of 
the latest situation and pointing out 
that should competitors not reply to 
his letter, than he will assume that 
their entry for the rally still stands 
for the new date. 
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(RS1600); 18, Terry (Kaby/Brian Rainbow 
(Dolomite Sprint); 19, Henry Inurrieta/Martin 
Whale (RS2000); 20, Chris Field/Keith Read 
(Avenger GT). 


Graham Elsmore once again still 
has no car, so vacating the number 
one slot; Richard Iliffe (number 
seven) has withdrawn having rolled 
his car on the Burmah; and 
Randolph Whittal Williams (number 
nine) as withdrawn ‘due to 
business commitments.’’ A further 
doubtful starter is Henry Inurrieta 
who has been unable to prepare his 
new Mk2 RS2000 in time for the 
weekend. Henry is still feverishly 
attempting to borrow a car for the 
event and would be overjoyed to 
hear from any magnanimous G1 car 
owners as the rally will doubtless be 
crucial to his chances in the Castrol 
Group One championship. 

On Friday evening at 8.00pm in 
the Woolpack Hotel, Kendal, a 
forum and _ filmshow will be 
underway. Films include The Golden 
Age of Rallying and a short film of 
last year’s Lakeleed Stages. John 
Davenport, Tony Pond and Tony 


SS4 WYTHOP | — Limited apenas by using new 
large layby at 90/204 308 on the A66 by the side of 
Bassenthwaite ‘Lake — if this is full 
spectate elsewhere. DO NOT PARK NEAR THE 
PHEASANT HOTEL OR ROUTENBECK! Walk } 
mile up to start at 90/198305 — first quarter mile 
is uphill then very fast straight downhill and uphill. 
First car due 10.36 earliest and 11.09 standard. 
No parking near the stage finish. 


SS6 ENNERDALE — Park off the yellow road to 
the south of stage entrance at 89/061 119. This 
stage has many tight and tricky sections includin 
steep downhill hairpins. First car is due at 11 
earliest and 12.23 standard. Leave to the south or 
west and avoid yellow through Ennerdale Bridge 
and Kirklands. 


LUNCH HALT — Cockermouth. First car is due in 
at 12.16 earliest and 13.09 standard time. Please 
give priority to competitors and service crews 
parking — if possible avoid the immediate halt 
ae park elsewhere. First car leaves at 


lease 


SS7 SETMURTHY II — Park to the east of the 
stage start 89/161313 or west of the exit 
89/162328. Walk into the stage — best spectating 
is about j mile in from the start. First car is due at 


Laurie’s split 


As we went to press on Tuesday we 
heard that following a most 
depressing season of car failures in 
Castrol/AuTosPorT rounds, Laurie 
Richards has severed his ties with 
Lloyds of Stafford. Laurie has had a 
season which rally people dread, and 
his smart new RS1800 with enthusi- 
astic Century Oils sponsorship 
looked, at the start of the season, to 
have a great chance of scooping the 
championship. 

Laurie, whose previous season 
with Lloyds was also a chapter of 
misfortune, only finished a 
smattering of events in 1975 the 
highlight being a win on the York 
MC's Forest event from Tony 
Fowkes, despite clutch problems. 
Laurie undoubtedly has the skill to 
win events and he does not appear to 
be at all hard on his car in doing so. 
Thus it is a sad situation when a 
sponsor as enthusiastic as Century 
Oils should have such a depressing 
run of results on their first year fully 
involved in rallying. 

Laurie has no definite ideas on 
whom to approach with a view to 
= his car in the future, but 
or the Lakeland Stages at the 
weekend the Century Oils RS1800 
will be prepared by Frank Pierson. 


Castrol 


AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Mason will be on the panel and the 
50p admission charge includes a 
rally programme. 

The start of the event is at Kendal 
showground on Saturday morning at 
08.30, and the finish is back at the 
Woolpack Hotel, Highgate, Kendal’ 
where the first car is expected to 
return at approximately 17.15 
(earliest). Pre-rally scrutineering is 
being held in two sessions on Friday 
between 18.00 and 21.00 and on 
Saturday between 06.00 and 09.00 at 
Lakeland Motors Ltd, Mintsfeet 
Estate, Kendal. Joint Clerks of the 
Course are Stephen Bye and Robert 
Hughes and the event is of course 
being run jointly by the Morecambe 
Car Club and the Kirkby Lonsdale 
Motor Club. Nineteen seventy six 
marks the first year that this very 
popular rally has been included in 


the Castrol/AUTOSPORT cham- 

pionship. 

14.35 earliest and 14.36 standard. 

SS8 WYTHOP Ii — Limited pemsyroeny by using 
66 by the 


new ae lay-by at 90/204308 on the 
side of Bassenthwaite Lake. Please do not park 
near the Pheasant Hotel or Routenbeck. Walk } 
mile up to the stage finish at 89/198305 — Fast 
straight downhill and uphill one third of a mile into 
stage. First car is due at 14.51 earliest and 14.56 
standard. 


Avoid passing through Keswick en-route to:— 


$S11 GREYSTOKE I! — Park to north of stage 
start 90/382338 or south of exit 90/405345. The 
a} mile of the stage includes tricky downhill 
bends. First car is due at 16.14 earliest and 16.40 
standard. 


PENRITH — PASSAGE CONTROL and SERVICE 
AREA — GARAGE at 90/509293 First car is due at 
16.42 earliest and 17.14 standard. 


FINISH at Woolpack Hotel 97/514928 — no 
spectator parking in Hotel car park, use public car 
rks on_the east side of main A6 road through 
endal. First car due at 17.18 earliest and 18.00 
standard time 


edited by Peter Newton 


David Johnson: 
(some) ’76 plans 


Last week David Johnson (Johnsons 
of Gainsborough) issued a press 
release outlining some of the plans 
which the enthusiastic Rallye owt 
dealers have in mind for next year. 
Both a racing and rally team are en- 
visaged .run as __ independent 
operations under the management of 
Peter Hanson and David Johnson 
respectively. The RAC Rally and 
RAC Touring Car championships are 
the targets. A team of two cars will 
be fielded in both teams and the 
interesting question which remains 
unanswered at present, and which 
has recently been the subject of 
much speculation, is: ‘who will be the 
‘second’ driver in the rally team?’ 

Tony Drummond will, of course, be 
continuing his association with 
Johnsons (he handles a_ large 
quantity of their Rally Sport opera- 
tion as it is) and David Johnson has 
in the recent past expressed interest 
in fielding ‘‘a young and promising”’ 
British driver in the second rally car. 
Obvious candidates here might be 
expected to include Malcolm Wilson 
or Graham Elsmore. However it now 
appears as though David Johnson’s 
eyes may have turned elsewhere, 
especially in view of the news that a 
top British driver whose plans had 
until recently been fixed, are now 
once again highly flexible. ... 


@ Pentti Airikkala’s excellent second 
place on the~ 1000 Lakes last 
weekend was one of the best results’ 
recorded by a private team in recent 
years. The only one to compare 
which immediately springs to mind 
is the performance of Bernard 
Darniche in his privately entered 
Stratos on the Tour de Corse 
recently, albeit after the works cars 
had retired. Last weekend’s 1000 
Lakes result must surely cement 
Pentti’s associations with Ford for 
next year, and it can’t have done 
much harm to David Sutton Cars (et 
al) either! 


Angelo Garzoglio 


Italian sources (via Finland last 
weekend) gave us the sad news that 
following Mauro Pregliasco’s 
accident on the Piacenza MC’s 
Socomat Rally over the weekend of 
24/25th July, his co-driver Angelo 
Garzoglio died in hospital a week 
later. Reports of the fiery accident 
indicated that Garzoglio had 


Angelo Garzoglio 


suffered severe burns but after this 
news, little was heard. 

Angelo had been a reserve co- 
driver for the Alitalia Lancia team for 
over a year and he was invariably an 
important part of the Alitalia service 
network when he was not competing. 
The highlight of his rallying career 
came earlier this year when with 
Pregliasco, he was leading the 
Acropolis before the clutch broke 
and they were forced to retire. 

The news of this sad occasion 
brings the number of rallying 
fatalities to three in a month, for in 
addition to the ghastly accident on 
the ATS Stages in Wales recently, 
we heard on Tuesday that a driver 
died on a rally in Sweden last week. 

We also hear that following 
Garzoglio’s death, the Alitalia team 
may have withdrawn their cars from 
the San Martino Rally this weekend 
(ECR co-efficient 4), and that the 
works are considering modifications 
to the fuel tanks. They are also now 
recommending that their crews wear 
full fireproof clothing (to Fl 
standards) in future. It is all the 
more depressing that someone had 
to lose his life before such actions 
were taken. ... 


AUTOSPORT, SEPTEMBER 2, 1976 


Ulster Rally 


Tomorrow evening the Belfast Tele- 
graph supported Ulster Rally gets 
underway from the Antrim Forum, 
Lough Road, Antrim; and will finish 
in Portrush on Saturday, soon after 
lunch. The special stage details and 
the entry list are published here so 
there is little need for further 
elaboration. 

A question mark still hung over 
the appearance of the Chequered 
Flag Lancia Stratos when we went to 
press. Apparently the situation is 
still very much ‘‘touch and go” as 
machining problems with the four 
pot caliper installation have held up 
progress. In addition the return to 
Australia of mechanic Ken Smith 
has meant that for the last few 
weeks, Ron Pellatt has been at work 


Leading crews 


1, Roger Clark/Jim Porter (RS1800); 
2, Billy Coleman/Peter Scott (Lancia 
Stratos); 3, Cahal Curley/Austin 
Frazer (Porsche Carrera RSR); 4, 
Russell Brookes/Ron Crellin 
ema ge 5, Ari Vatanen/Peter 
ryant (RS1800); 6, Desmond 
McCartney/Terry Harryman (Porsche 
actly 7, Brian Nelson/Malcolm 
Neill) (Porsche Carrera); 8, Adrian 
Boyd/Frank Main (Porsche Carrera); 
9, David Agnew/Robert Harkness 
BMW 2002 Tii); 10, —; 11, David 
indsay/David Sandford (RS1800); 
12, Sean Campbell/Yvonne Campbell 
eget 14, Robin Eyre Maunsell/ 
lei! Wilson (Avenger GT); 15, Noel 
Smith/lan  Turkington (Porsche 
Carrera); 16, Ken  Shields/Peter 
Lyster (Porsche Carrera); 17, Jim 
cRae/Colin Wilson (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 18, Ronnie McCartney/ 
Derek Smyth (RS2000); 19, Fred 
Patterson/— (Porsche Carrera); 20, 
lan Gemmell/Frew Bryden (RS2000). 


Special stages 


prospects 


virtually single-handed on the pro- 
ject. The Ulster Rally, should the car 
make the start, will be a very much a 
test session for the team, for with a 
new braking system, a new driver 
and new types of tyres (Pirelli P7s 
for the first time) it would indeed be 
very surprising if the hurriedly com- 
‘pleted car was both reliable and 
competitive. 

The possible appearance of the 
Stratos provides the only diversion to 
the continuing battle between top 
Porsches and Fords which has been 
underway for some two years now. 
However the ex-Warmbold Donegal- 
winning BMW, now in the hands of 
David Agnew, could be well placed. 
Adrian Boyd is also expected to go 
well in the ex-Agnew Porsche. 


Ronnie's win 


Ronnie McCartney (above) won the 
Galway Summer rally at _ the 
weekend in the ‘forest’ Porsche 
normally used by brother Desmond. 
Sean and Yvonne Campbell finished 
a fine second in their G1 RS2000 and 
Ron Neely’s inspired drive in his 
Mini was again crowned with mis- 
fortune when he ran out of petrol on 
the final stage while lying second! 
The Mini finished the test on some 
paraffin borrowed from a farmer! 


Stage Start/Finish Reference Approx. Time for 
length 1st car 

Start Control 6/145866 (Antrim 7.00 pm 

1. Antrim Forum 6/145866 — 6/147867 1.5 miles 7.00pm 
2. Kilcross 6/187826 — 6/245795 5.5miles 7.25pm 
3. Friar’s Hill 6/158671 — 6/152629 5.5 miles 8.01 pm 
4. Nut Hill 6/165594 — 6/221594 12.0 miles 8.21 pm 
5. Lyles Hill 6/250799 — 6/208840 4.5 miles 9.26pm 
6. Knockagh 6/344852 — 6/392888 5.5miles 9.56pm 
‘7. Craiganboy 3/400958 — 3/411994 6.6 miles 10.17 pm 
Main Control A 3/406026 — Barnhill Service Station (Larne) 10.45 pm 
9. Sallagh 3/361053 — 3/289072 8.0 miles 11.16 pm 
10. Tamnabrack 3/290111 — 3/239108 3.0 miles 11.41 pm 
11. Glenarrif 3/248247 — 3/186200 8.0 miles 00.17 am 


12. Orra Lodge 
13. Torr Head 


3/148212 — 3/222288 
1/246333 — 1/163408 


8.0 miles 00.47 am 
13.0 miles 1.17 am 


14. Glendun 1/225321 — 3/078294 10.5miles 2.00am 
Main Control B 3/065135 — (Toll Bar Inn, near Ballymena) 3.00 am 
15. Brackagh Bridge 2/856914 — 5/847858 6.0 miles 5.35am 
16. Drum Manor 5/767772 — 5/729732 7.5miles 6.07 am 
17. Parkanaur 5/751631 — 5/704607 5.5miles €.41 am 
18. Greenmount 5/704597 — 5/659573 6.0 miles 7.01 am 
19. The Brickyard 5/678619 — 5/652595 8.0 miles 7.19am 
20. Glenmore 5/566571 — 5/518572 5.5miles 7.49 am 
21. Syonfin 4/481516 — 4/441585 8.5 miles 8.11 am 
22. Clanabogan 4/395670 — 4/428729 7.5 miles 8.46am 
Main Control C 4/450728 — (The Showgrounds, Omagh) 9.00 am 
23. Campbells Bridge 5/559807 — 5/545827 3.5 miles 10.06 am 


24. Owenkillew River 
25. Coneyglen Burn 


26. Cloughfin 2/773940 — 5/760895 
27. Slieve Gallion 5/780883 — 2/828913 
28. Crew 2/879997 — 2/856016 
29. Movanagher 3/922138 — 3/912156 
30. Managher 2/890241 — 2/884254 
31. Portrush Royal 1/927419 — 1/870399 
Finish Control 


5/547857 — 5/593871 
5/624877 — 5/662867 


1/857406 — (Ramore Head Car Park, Omagh) 


3.5 miles 10.20 am 
5.0 miles 10.40 am 
4.5 miles 11.10 am 
6.5 miles 11.22 am 
3.0 miles 11.57 am 
2.0 miles 12.17 am 
5.0 miles 12.35 pm 
5.0 miles 1.31 pm 

2.00 pm 


All stages 100% tarmac except for j mile on stage no.1 andj mile on stage no.3 
Maps — (N. I. Ordance Survey 1” — Series 3) 
(SS8 — Larne Harbour —Cancelled owing to possibility of damage to the road by cars). 
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@ It is likely that New Zealand’s 
one and only international rally will 
be run at the beginning of May next 
year, rather than in mid-winter as in 
the past. Tentative dates are May 
1st-7th and it has been rumoured 
that the event, which has been 
sponsored in the past by Heatway 
Industries Ltd (along with Radio 


‘New Zealand this year), will have a 


new sponsor. 

The decision to run the event 
earlier in the year means there is a 
better chance of dry conditions. This 
year’s rally, run in snow, ice and rain 
mostly, caused some damage to 
roads and also quickly depleted the 
field. Subject to the FIA inspectors’ 
report, the rally will enjoy world 
status in 1977. Rally boss Murray 
Thompson is about to start on an 
international recruiting drive which 
will take in Australia, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Hong Kong, Japan and 
Europe. 


@ The Welsh Border Car Club are 
(should rain put in an extended 
appearance) organising their ETC- 
backed Borderland Stages for the 
23rd October. There will apparently 
be about 45 miles of stages and 
approximately 120 road miles. Entry 
fee is £20 and regs are available from 
Sue Thompson, Frondeg, 42, 
Walford Road, Oswestry, Salop. 


Esso’s ‘Scotch 


Last Friday in Portman Close, at the 
invitation of Esso, a small band of 
pressmen, rally competitors and 
Esso trade representatives gathered 
to watch Barry Hinchcliffe’s latest 
UMP motorsport portfolio, a visual 
and verbal account of this year’s 
Scottish Rally, commissioned by 
Esso and called, ‘Scotch — and Dry’. 


When Barry is involved in motor- 
sport films, one naturally sits down 
to watch with high levels of expecta- 
tion; as usual we were not disap- 
pointed, and certainly there ap- 
peared to be no one from among the 
audience who was not impressed and 
amused by this 38-minute saga, 
which besides involving the audience 
closely with the action on the screen, 
also gives a strong indication of just 
how hard Barry and his two teams 
were working while the rally cars 
were rushing up and down the 
‘Scottish slopes. 


The film is most illuminating and 
besides a classic sequence involving 
one of the wild bears which decides 
‘to spectate at the Wildlife Park 
‘stage on Loch Lomondside, there is a 
momentus recording of the Ari 
Vatanen axle change drama which 
features among other outstanding 
sequences: Mick Jones on ribald use 
of the English language; Peter 


Typical 1000 lakes action as the 
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Southem Stages: 
changed route 


Next Sunday, the Southsea MC and 
the Cosmopolitan CC are running 
their Southern Stages rally despite 
the loss of the forestry Bramshill 
complex (16 miles) and they have 
comprehensively altered the route of 
the event so that the start is now in 
Portsmouth at the Centre Hotel 
rather than in Frimley. Thanks to 
doubling-up on certain existing 
stages, there is no loss of competi- 
tive mileage. The 53 stage miles 
include 23 on tarmac. Owing to the 
continuing danger of fire there is 
only one spectator stage — at Ports- 
mouth airfield (196/666040) which is 
accessible from the M27. This stage 
will be used three times; at 07.50, and 
then between 15.20 and 17.50 the 
stage will be in almost constant use. 
In addition to Pirelli/Triple C 
points, the leaders will be contesting 
a European holiday prize donated by 
Townsend Thoresen car ferries. The 
top ten runners from the 120 car 
field are as follows: 1, Ricky Wall; 2, 
Stan Dukes; 3, John Eaton; 4, John 
Priestley; 5, Mike Davidson; 6, Bill 
Riddle; 7, Chris Coburn; 8, Charles 
._Eveson; 9, Tony Ford; 10, Tony 
Worswick. 


— and dry’ 


Bryant on the art of co-driving; Ari 
himself on how to get on terms with 
your travel agent; not forgetting 
Barry Hinchcliffe on how to film a 
moment of high drama without 
losing the poignancy and tension of 
those minutes on film. 

The record of that changed axle, 
borrowed from a spectator’s 3-litre 
Capri, is there for posterity; and 
although the entire sequence 
occupies some 12-minutes, and there 
are several rolls of action film from 
Glen Shellish etc languishing on the 
floor of the cutting room as a result 
of its inclusion, Barry (and most of 
last week’s audience) felt that the 
merits were more than worth the 
film time. Besides there is still action 
galore from which Tony Fall's 
Kadett emerges as best value of the 
day; while Tony’s hilarious inter- 
change with Ari Vatanen marks the 
former -down as a_ potential 
Mastermind! 

Esso will doubtless be very happy 
with the results of the film and it 
should be available for clubs etc 
shortly .... PS: watch how Roger 
Clark’s RS1800 starts Succoth 
Range, yet curiously finishes Rest 
and Be Thankful ... all before your 
‘very eyes and all (apparently) 
without a switch of camera or a cut 
to another scene — very clever! 


Girdauskas Lada gets airborne at 


‘Kynsilehto’s yump’. The car’s gearbox broke after 20 stages. Full report: 
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Balancing his car on the very edge of control, Markku Alen’s Fiat makes a superb sight as the driver puts in a bid for the lead. 


King of the Finns 


Splendid victory for Markku Alen and Fiat — Pentti Airikkala shows his class at home and beats the works 


Fords — Vatanen writes off his new car — Finnish veterans bea 


MARTIN HOLMES — Photography: HUGH BISHOP 


A new generation of Finnish rally drivers 
has been born. The old generation still 
survives but no longer are they supreme. 
With the victory of Markku Alen and 
second place by Pentti Airikkala on the 1000 
Lakes Rally, followed in turn by Hannu 
Mikkola, Timo Makinen and _ Simo 
Lampinen, the revolution is complete! For 
13 years only one driver has broken the reign 
of these three mighty ‘‘Flying Finns”’ (that 
was the Swede Stig Blomqvist), now 
Mikkola, Makinen and Lampinen are all 
defeated. The 1000 Lakes is an event even 
more specialised than the RAC Rally or the 
Tour de Corse. The best non-Finn could only 
finish tenth overall. It is an event where the 
only really sure way to succeed is to know 
the stages completely, so completely that 
pacenotes are used simply to remind, rather 
than to instruct the driver. Incredible 
distances are covered by drivers, the Group 
1 Ford team man Kyosti Hamalainen 
claiming a record 18000 kms for the three 
weeks during which reconnaissance is per- 
mitted. It is an event where the Finns 
compare their skilful drivers one by one, 
using the purest and most demanding 
standards known in this sport. 

The 1000 Lakes must surely rate the only 
summer rally in the world where the performance 
of the driver must rank considerably higher than 


20 


the quality of the car. On this year’s event, the 
top six finishing cars were represented by five 
different types of car, and something as 
low powered as a group 1 Avenger can almost 
make the top ten places (Timo Makela finished 
eleventh). The width of the roads, the drag of the 
gravel and the predominance of very slight 
corners all make for confusion among the tyre 
boffins. Old traditional patterns reign supreme. 
No Pirelli P7s were seen at all, standard winter- 
type Avons sufficed for the second driver home, 
hardly any Dunlop A2s were to ben seen. Instead 
most of the crews used Pirelli M&S 35, Nokia 
Hakkapeliitta or ordinary Dunlo 
science learn in hard-fought battles elsewhere in 
the world cen be forgotten. The only thing that 
matters is the man behind the wheel, the only two 
qualities he must possess for success are sheer 
letermination coupled with a knowledge of the 
stages concerned. 


ENTRY 


The 1000 Lakes Rally is an event which for these 
reasons the challenging manufacturers would like 
to forget. Lancia after acquiring a comfortable 
buffer of 20 points in the world series between 
them and their nearest rivals Opel, did not bother 
to enter. They had no Finnish driver on their 
team: it was hardly worthwhile coming anyway. 
Opel came with only one car, an 8-valve Kadett for 
Anders Kullang, who had provided the team with 
useful points last year. Datsun are haphazard in 
their plans. They are represented in Finland by 
Timo Salonen who finished sixth last year with a 


M&S. All the, 


ten by the second generation — Report: 
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Violet, but part from the lady driver Marianne 
Avomeri who had a similar though less powerful 
car, this was their total representation. 

Ford, mainly through the experience of Timo 
Makinen and previously Mikkola. regard this 
event as probably the only other World Rally, 
after the RAC, which they can win. This year 
Makinen was again their team leader but again 
they also gave a car to Ari Vatanen. Last year 
Vatanen amazed his countrymen by leading the 
rally outright for seven stages, before crashing. 
This year - used an experienced co-driver Atso 
Aho (who accompanied Mikkola when he won last 
year). He had a brand-new RS1800 and after his 
successful series in Britain this year it was 
expected that his maturity would be manifest. In 
addition Fords used a team of RS2000s in Group 
1, two of the cars (for Kyosti Hamalainen and 
Markku Saaristo) being old Tour of Britain cars 
while that of Jaakko Markula was a similar 
specification car. All were of the Mk2 design. 

After Fords came Saab, from both Sweden and 
Finland. The Swedish team are now using 99 EMS 
models, which now sound good and go well but 
which as the event soon showed, lack actual rally 
experience. Blomqvist and Eklund were the 
drivers as usual: Eklund being anxious to prove 
that his Swedish Rally victory was more than just 
good luck for a driver who happened to know the 
stages very well. 

The Finnish Saabs were the old 96 models, 
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which are suffering from unrealiability in their 
transmissions. This problem was thought so 
serious that their leading driver Simo Lampinen 
actually opted for the smaller more reliable engine 
(1800 against. 1900cc), hoping thereby to finish 
the rally. He has never retired from the 1000 
Lakes, ever. 

Toyota and Fiat provided the other serious 
teams. Toyota had a completely new Celica for 
Mikkola, a car which was started last year and 
has only now been finished! The Swedish driver 
Leif Asterhag had the second car, the famous old 
Corolla which won last year. Asterhag had driven 
for Toyota three years ago but had not driven an 
international event for the past two years. 


t 
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Fiat entered a single 131 Abarth for Alen, their 
only Scandanavian driver. After a promising 
showing on their first World Rally in Morocco it 
was going to be interesting to see how this car 
managed here. Handling is something every 
driver requires from his car in Finland, yet is 
something which usually can only de developed 
over the years. Could such a new design of car win 
so soon; here of all places? 

Few private owners expected to do well. Pentti 
Airikkala has long been considered little better 
than a promising group 1 driver, from his 
Vauxhall days, although his recent results on 
British national events showed people in Britain, 
if not actually in Finland, something of his ability. 
His car was absolutely new, run by the David 
Sutton (Cars) Rally Team sponsored (and with 
tyres supplied by) the Avon Rubber company. 

Ford France entered a team of three RS2000s 
in Group One. There was no special choice of this 
event, except it fitted well between the Morocco 
and the Bandama. For them it seemed a better 
event to enter than the San Remo. Soon they 
began to appreciate the demands of this rally. 
Five to 10 days for training, for example, were far 
too few. 

Three teams from Eastern Europe were also 
entered. Avtoexport had one Moskvich for 
Brundza, with two Ladas for Kastitis Girdauskas 
and Anatoli Kozyrhikov. The twin cam Moskvich 
was said to produce 135bhp for 1100kg weight 
against the 140bhp for 940kg for the single 
camshaft Lada. The relative performances in the 
early stages showed the Mosvich to be faster. 
Three Wartburgs and four Trabants also came 
from the East. 5 

The rally took a similar format to previous 
events. This year training was possible for three 
weeks instead of two, the stage distance was a 
little longer and quite a number of stages were 
changed. The base was Jyvaskyla, the central 
Finland town which can amply accommodate a 
major event; while the stages ranged over an area 
of some 200kms to the east. All the stages are on 
gravel surfaces some of the gravel being Sea 
while only a limited number of stages actually 
have the famous jumps which characterise the 
event. On all the stages, however, the tracks wind 
ny and down, giving a unique three-dimensional 
effect. Few corners are at all sharp. Mostly they 
are slight, which is one of the reasons why power 
of a car is less important than _ usual. 
Furthermore, apart from the jumping, the cars 
are subjected to much less strain than on a 
normal major rally. There are time controls not 
only at the start of each stage but also the finish. 
In this way, should a driver be overtaken on a 
stage, he will start the following road section 
behind the faster driver, and consequently he will 
start the next eee stagetibehind him as well. at 
halfway the rally order is reclassified, but all the 
time this system of time controls helps to re-seed 
the entry. 


RALLY 


There is as 


ial attraction for spectators at the 
start of 


the rally. The starting ramp at 


They try very hard in Finland! The fifth placed Finnish Saab of Simo Lampinen lifts a wheel at a square left. 
C2 emg ; 
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Daajavuori (a suburb of Jyvaskyla) leads directly 
to the first special stage! The start at 6pm 
enabled competitors to have three or four stages 
in daylight, on stages local to the start. Each 
stage had a special character. The first was 
extremely convenient to the start, the second has 
an incredible section like a staircase. Cars had to 
drive down a long straight and leap from one 
jump to the next. Then on the third there is the 
biggest leap on the rally. The stage is called Urria. 
Suddenly the road falls away and cars sail into the 
air. So hard did the French Escort of Chasseuil 
land at this jump that the chassis rails broke, and 
the car bent in the middle — creases appearing 
straight across the roof! 

But even before this the Saab 99EMS of 
Blomqvist had retired. The skidplate beneath the 
car bent upwards, smashing the engine. This 
knocked the distributor against the bonnet and 
broke the cap, but sorse still, oil was pouring out 
of the sump. After four stages his team-mate 
Eklund was out, this time after an oil pipe had 
broken. This led to piston failure. 

Timo Makinen, the original “Flying Finn’’ in his 
strong, proven Escort was in his element. After 
four stages he was nine seconds in the lead, by 
Finnish standards very impressive so early 
during an event. Equally impressive, however, 
was the speed of the RS2000 Group One cars. 
Hamalainen and Saaristo were in eighth and 
tenth positions some eight seconds apart after six 
stages. 

By now the rally was well into the first night. 
Makinen’s lead was now more tenuous, only five 
seconds after six stages, and one second after 
seven. The Fiat of Alen was making its challenge. 
The race for the honour of being the fastest 
Finnish driver was really on. And then Timo 
slowed! On the 22km eighth stage, Alen took 34 
seconds off the Ford to take the lead. The RS1800 
was misfiring badly, which eventually was traced 


‘to water in the fuel. In second place was the 


other Ford team driver, the young Vatanen. But 
still Makinen was in trouble. He had bad times on 
the next three stages so that after stage 11 he was 
104 seconds behind Alen with Vatanen 59 ahead 
of him. He was only nine seconds ahead of 
Mikkola. ¢ 
Then Vatanen crashed! The driver was 
distracted as he went along a stage by trouble 
with his intercom. He took one hand off the 
steering wheel and ‘“‘bang!’’ He was off the 
road in an instant and onto his roof! 
Ari managed to reach the end of the stage but 
could not continue. So Makinen was second 
but now Airikkala was behind him. After 12 
stages the private Ford driver was only four 
seconds behind and pressing hard. He had 
overtaken Mikkola in his lumbering Celica and 
wanted second place. On stage 17 he was ahead, 
with Makinen back in third. But even this was not 
secure, since road penalties had still to be added 
to the scores of the drivers; and after 20 stages, at 
the halfway halt in Savonlinna it was discovered 
that on total points Mikkola was ahead by some 
83 seconds. Makinen’s road penalties were caused 
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Another classic drive from Pentti Airikkala in his brand new Sutton-built RS1800 served to keep the Ford flag waving as well as markedly increase his 
reputation in Finland. One imagines that this result will help cement his association with Ford next year. 
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when the Ford mechanics had to pump all the 
contaminated fuel out of the tank and this can 
only be achieved with the actual fuel punpe 
themselves. Lampinen had also been in trouble, 
running out of fuel on a stage. On stage 19 he had 


lost three minutes. In that time his car had come’ 


to a halt, he had run to a farm (it was by this time 
daylight!) bought some fuel, discovered it was 
two-stroke, found and acquired some more fuel, 
and refilled the car. It is said that Finnish people 
have friends everywhere — certainly Lampinen 
was fortunate to lose so little time for this trouble. 

The order at halfway was as follows: Alen 
98499, Airikkala 8637, Mikkola 8723, Makinen 
8806, Rainio 8979, Lampinen 9035, Saaristo 9043, 
Salonen 9484, Vilkas 9169 and Timo Makela 
(Chrysler Avenger Group One) 9313. 

Alen, barring troubles, was in a secure position. 
Although he had never won this event before, he 
is used to winning. He won in Portugal in 1975 
with great maturity. He has won many smaller 
events with similar confidence. But in Finland — 
it was another matter. No other rally in the world 
counted as much as this! He started with just 
that element of caution that would ensure 


success. He was four seconds slower than the’ 


leaders on the first two stages — but then trouble. 
Something was wrong with the engine, the car 
seemed to fire on only three cylinders. A quick 
check of the sparking plugs immediately revealed 
the cause, an electrode had fallen into the engine 
and obviously damaged the piston. Engineer 
Silecchia reckoned the engine would survive, not 
that his opinion was of consequence. A Finn will 
drive his car until it physically stops in his quest 
for personal supremacy. But what was obvious 


Below left: a slightly disappointed Hannu Mikkola finished third for Toyota. Below right: J 
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was that the car would not be nearly so powerful. 
Alen would need every ounce of his talents to 
maintain his lead, now. 

The Finnish Saabs were beginning to 
experience trouble. Lampinen had a leaking fuel 
pipe to his injector unit which caused misfiring, 
while Rainio had to have a rear brake cylinder 
changed which cost him eight minutes of road 


penalty. Back with the leaders, Pentti Airikkala 


smelt blood and was after the kill. On nine 
consecutive stages he put up fastest time. From 
138 seconds deficit at halfway he pulled up to 80 
seconds at stage 31, but with only another 14 
stages still to go, he would need Alen to suffer 
eet trouble if he was to win. So he eased off a 
ittle. 

A battle had been developing through the rally 
between Lampinen and the Datsun driver 
Salonen. As the leading drivers began to 
consolidate their positions, so the Finnish Saab 
and the Datsun began to put up faster and faster 
times. What was Seven was the way in which 
two completely different cars put up such 
incredibly similar times. On stages 12, 13, 15 and 
16 their times were identical. On stage 14 they 
had differed by one second! Even in the second 
half of the rally it was almost the same. Each 
made one fastest time, four second fastests, five 
third fastests! _ 

In the end Alen won by 45 seconds from 
Airikkala, with Mikkola a little disappointed in 
third place and Makinen in fourth. In Group One 
Saaristo took over the lead when Hamalainen left 
the road. His automatic fan had failed and over- 
cooked the engine so much that it was misfiring 
intermittently. Just at the wrong moment it 
cut out, sending the car sideways, uncontrollably 
off the road. The differential was broken. 

Timo Makela lost his tenth place as Leif 
Asterhag gradually moved up the field, to finish 
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the best non-Finn with the best 1600cc car. What 
a fantastic life that car has enjoyed. The ladies’ 
battle went to Marketta Oksala’s Lada after 
Kirsti Airikkala lost the clutch and Marianne 
Avomeri, her lights. The French girls Anny- 
Charlotte Vernay had some trouble with the 
police and was excluded for speeding as was the 
French Citroen CX 2200 of Luc. 

The Soviet cars had little luck. Brundza in the 
Moskvich overturned during the first night, while 
Girdauskas retired immediately after the rest halt 
with gearbox selection trouble, so that the Group 
Two award went to Pauli Toivonen in a mildly 
modified Group One Avenger. 

Opel had a good start with Kullang as high as 
second after two stages (to see him driving down 
the staircase on that stage was a fantastic sight!) 
before team manager Jochen Berger ordered him 
to slow; but without warning the connecting rod 
broke on stage 18 when he was sixth. 

Lancia leads the World championship still with 
20 points (due to Kullang’s default), although few 
people think of that series when they go to 
Finland. Finland is the place where the best driver 
wins. In 1976, that man was Alen. 


1976 1000 Lakes WCR round 7 27-29 August 
1, M. Alen/I. Kivimaki (Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye) 15018 penalties; 

2,P. Airikkala/R. Virtanen (RS1800) 15063; 

3, H. Mikkola/A. Hertz (Toyota Celica) 15212; 

4, T. Makinen/H. Lidden (RS1800) 15432; 

5, S. Lampinen/J. Markkanen (Saab 96 V4) 15600; 

6, T. Salonen/J. Markkula (Datsun Violet) 15606; 7, T. Rainio/E. 
Nyman (Saab 96 V4) 15699; 8, J. Vilkas/J. Siono (Saab 96 V4) 
15912; 9, M. Saaristo/T. Alanen (RS2000) 15944; 10, L. Asterhag/C. 
Billstam (Toyota Corolla) 16156. 

Group One 

M. Saaristo/T. Alanen (RS2000) 15944. 

Fastest on stages: Alen 18; Airikkala 16; Makinen 8; Mikkola 6; 
Vatanen 2; Salonen and Lampinen 1. 

91 starters, 48 finishers. 

WECR points: Lancia 62; Opel 42; Datsun 36; Peugeot 30; Saab 28; 
Toyota and Ford 27; Fiat 26; Mitsubishi 20 etc. 


ari Vilkas on his way to eighth overall for the Finnish Saab team. 
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Variety: Purley (3.4 Chevron) leads Wilds (3.0 Ensign), Holland (5.0 Lola), Evans (5.0 McLaren), Cheever (2 0 Ralt), Divina (3. Deo” no 


BRANDS HATCH 


Purley’s power oe 


Report: BOB CONSTANDUROS — Photography: DAVID WINTER 


A disappointing crowd watched what was 
potentially the best ShellSport 5000 field 
ever led home in yet another convincing dis- 
play of controlled and consistent driving by 
David Purley at Brands Hatch on Monday. 
There was absolutely no doubt about the 
Lec Refrigeration driver’s victory, and it 
soon became clear that only misfortune 
would rob him of the race. For much of the 
race, it was Keith Holland who watched 
Purley fade into the distance, but broken 
suspension, and ultimately a coming- 
together with two of the F2 young-bloods 
that seemed to plague Holland’s day finally 
elevated Bob Evans’ brand new, three-year- 
old 5.0 McLaren M25. He’d had to extend its 
five-year-old Alan Smith engine a bit to keep 
out of the grips of young Eddie Cheever who 
really showed that an F2 Ralt is something 
to be reckoned with by debuting Ron 
Dennis’ Project 4 model in a thoroughly con- 
vincing display, despite tangling with Keith 
Holland on one occasion and Bob Evans on 


another. Fourth, and a tremendous fillip for’ 


the series, was Damien Magee in the Penske 
that Boy Hayje had driven at the previous 
day’s Dutch cand Prix. With a naturally 
tired motor and only 60lbs of oil pressure, 
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the Irishman took Paul Michael’s new 
acquisition from the eleventh row of the grid 
right through to fourth position. But really, 
the main action, apart from the drama of 
Holland, came from the F2 brigade who took 
the next couple of places with Ted Wentz 
and Hans Binder in particular shining well 
although it was actually SuperVee star 
Mikka Arpiainen in ATS’ new Chevron- 
BMW B35 who finished behind Magee after 
Binder tangled with Holland, although he 
still finished sixth. 

The ShellSport 5000s had two bites at get- 
ting started after Arpiainen and Ian Grob 
(2.0 Modus) tangled on lap one at Clearways, 
and Grob’s car somersaulted into the catch- 
fencing and beyond, but fortunately, the 
young Modus driver was unhurt although 


the race was stopped and this delayed action’ 


a little. The other race of consequence in an 
otherwise bleak programme, was an APG 
round of the FF2000. championship, which 
saw a long overdue reversal of fortunes for 
Ian Taylor who just held off Tiff Needell 


‘after 15 laps of close motoring. Sadly, the 
rest of this BRSCC organised meeting was 


not quite up to the class of the two main 
races, but there was some good racing. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Seven Formula One cars, nine F5000s, an incred- 
ible 19 Formula Twos (not bad for a circuit owner 
who strictly speaking, doesn’t believe in F2) and 
eleven Atlantic cars were entered for this, the 
ninth round of the eee 5000 series. And 
what is more, most of them turned up. Main 
change was that Mike Wilds’ Shadow had a cam 
drive belt break on the Saturday, so teammate 
Anthony Bernardo kindly handed over his ex- 
Edwards Ensign also from the P R Reilly team, 
for Mike to drive. Other notables not to turn up 
were Geoff Friswell who was to have a Hart- 
engined March 742 built up but it wasn’t ready, 
and Tom Walkinshaw in Val Musetti’s F2 March, 
but he declined to race although the car was there 
as Val’s spare. 

So who was there? Such names as Mikka 
Arpiainen, Hans Binder, Bob Evans, Andy Sut- 
cliffe, Bob Muir, Eddie Cheever, Ian Grob and one 
Karl Oppitzhauser (he has the ex-Merzario F1 
March, which, according to one source, he’s not 
even allowed to practice in his native Austria): 
names that you don’t hear usually at Brands 
Hatch, even on a Bank Holiday. Of course, the 
regulars in the series were still there, but there 
was quite a lot of new machinery for all to sort. 
For this reason, the BRSCC laid on 45 minutes of 
practice on Sunday morning, an hour in the after- 
noon, and half an hour on Monday, this for people 
who might arrive from Holland or were racing 
elsewhere on the Sunday! (In the event, it only 
affected Magee who used the Penske instead of 
his 3.4 March that he used on Sunday, and 
decided to race it.) 

After a morning’s sorting session, the track was 
greasier for the afternoon one after Formula 
Fords had had practices and races but even so, it 
was then that most drivers set their quick times. 
And what times! David Purley’s Lec Chevron and 
Keith Holland’s E. L. Gibbs 5.0 Lola T400 both 
recorded an identical time of 1m 23.4s, Purley set- 
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ting it first. The time corresponds well to the 
slowest time for the Grand Prix of 1m 22.76s set 
by Guy Edwards and Henri Pescarolo. In fact 
Purley reckoned that he should have been a 
second quicker, but was only troubled with 
running in a new crown wheel and pinion in the 
first session and the fact that Bob Evans was on 
the grid. 

Holland on the other hand, had a driveshaft 
break in the second session after setting his time 
and this ripped the rear end about which upset the 
handling for the third session, and might well 
have caused his broken suspension in the race. 

Just 0.4s slower than these two and heading 
row two was young Eddie Cheever in Ron Dennis’ 
brand new and almost untested Ralt with Hart 

wer. ’’this is a real racing car’’ said Eddie, ‘‘you 
just have to make minute adjustments to achieve 
changes’’. Naturally, Eddie was pretty happ 
with his second row position. He shared it wit. 
Mike Wilds in the P. R. Reilly F1 Ensign MNO2 
which the team had taken over from Guy 
Edwards. Although it looked twitchy, Mike was 
happy with his 1m 24s until the plug leads started 
jumping off in the third session on Monday. 

A second slower than the front row men was 
Bob Evans in David Hepworth’s one-off three- 

‘year-old McLaren M25, the car that had never 
raced and only been occasionally tested. It was 
fitted with a _ five-year-old Smith/Chevrolet 
borrowed from Alan Shaw’s hillclimbing Surtees 
and the McKechnie team were troubled by an 
incurable water leak that they plugged and hoped 
would stay that way. Evans found it was good 
under braking and the turn in compared well with 
a Lola. And with a full race engine and some more 
testing ... but-it was all rather a shoestring 
effort, and only a finish in the money would see 
the team continue. 

Bob was sharing his row with Divina Galica 
who put in a good effort with the ShellSport 
Surtees TS16, although her practice was fairly 
fraught with oversteer and understeer, an engine 
that made 11,900 rpm and a chewed up dog ring, 
plus she was put off by Dennis Leech and sus- 
tained a puncture in the second session. So her 1m 
24.6s was a fine effort, especially as it was 0.6s 
faster than her GP time. 

First of a batch of F2 cars, and heading row 
four, was Ted Wentz, giving the ex-Kozarowitzky 
ATS Lola a shakedown session. His problem, 
apart from the car being 100 lbs overweight, was 
that it was changing to oversteer in mid-corner: 
“T’m having big Petersons round the back,” was 
the way the American described it. Ironing this 
out meant that Wentz was the quickest of 
Monday’s session. His time was the same as 
Divina’s, and he shared his row with Richard 
Robarts’ Myson entered March-Hart 762, a 
further 0.2s down and basically happy apart from 
feeling that he should have gone quicker. 

Hans Binder continued the F2 trend on row five 
with 1m 25s in his Chevron-BMW B35. No new- 
comer to the circuit (he did the final European FF 
round at Brands in 1978) he was having a testing 


session with Chevron, but mainly came up against 
mechanical problems: the clutch broke and then in 
the second session, he had engine and gearbox 
problems. Another F2 Chevron, that of Bob Muir, 
shared this row, the Australian determined to 
shake off a Brands jinx that the team have, and 
sponsor Bob Brown being most unhappy to be 
there at all, suggesting the circuit could be turned 
over to Pakistanis as a Wellington Boot factory! 
Muir thought they were in major problems in the 
third session when he got gearbox problems, or so 
he thought, although the vibration turned out to 
be a deranged splitter. 

Ray Mallock and Ian Grob were antithesise on 
the sixth row. Mallock’s 1m 25.6s was attained on 
the Monday after Swindon worked half the night 
to rebuild the engine which dropped a valve a few 
minutes into the second session. The rebodied 
March looked neater than ever, which could also 
be said for young Grob’s works tended F2 Modus, 
except he didn’t have problems for his 1m 25.8s. 

Two more on the same time were John Nichol- 
son and Mikka Arpiainen in their F2 March and 
Chevron respectively, on row seven. Arpiainen 
was having his first run in an F2 car, the Kozaro- 
witzky car which had just come from the works 
and was running in the same team as Wentz. 
Mikka was just sorting, as was Nicholson. 

Andy Sutcliffe was the face to be found in the 
RAM Racing/Thursdays 3.0 Brabham BT44B, 
Sutcliffe relishing being back in the seat and 
looking likely to race after 26 months, but his 
main problems was that long lay-off, and he found 
himself neglecting things in testing and driving, 
that experience should have reminded him of. Val 
Musetti shared this row in the 3.4 March that he 
uses, setting his time on the Monday after an up- 
right broke on Sunday. 

John Wingfield (2.0 Ralt) and Richard Scott (2.0 
Modus) shared row nine before the first of the 
Atlantics, Peter Wardle showing he'd lost none of 
his flair in the Surtees, and Brian McGuire, once 
again in trouble with the now Kelly Girl spon- 
sored Williams, this time skittish handling being 
the problem. 

Way back on the eleventh row was Damien 
Magee with two cars at his disposal. During 
Sunday he practised the March 751 which he dam- 
aged at Snetterton but with just Mike Swanston 
as mechanic, he was having trouble getting the 
March back to usable settings. Even so, he set a 
1m 24.8s which would have put him on the fourth 
or fifth row. However, on Monday, his regular 
crew arrived back from Holland with the rather 
tired Penske, and after just 30 minutes of prac- 
tice, Damien reported that it felt much tighter 
than the March and with brake adjustment, could 
be quite usable, although he’d have to restrict 
revs. With this information, Paul Michaels 
decided that Hexagon’s colours should be worn 
by the Penske in the race, and Damien started 
from row eleven, having set a 1m 27s in minimal 
practice. 


The full grid read: 


F2 duel as Cheever tries to find a way past Robarts who’s a lap behind. 
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Keith Holland 
(5.0 Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T400) 
1m 23.4s 


Mike Wilds 
(3.0 Ensign-Cosworth V8 MNO2) 
1m 24s 


Divina Galica 
(3.0 Surtees-Cosworth V8 TS16) 
1m 24.6s 


Richard Robarts 
(2.0 March-Hart 762) 
1m 24.8s 


Bob Muir 
(2.0 Chevron-Swindon B35) 
1m25.6s 


lan Grob 
(2.0 Modus-Hart M7) 
1m 25.8s 


Mikka Arpiainen 
(2.0 Chevron-BMW B35) 
1m 25.8s 


Val Musetti 
(3.4 March-Essex/Ford GA 751) 
1m 26.2s 


Richard Scott 
(2.0 Modus-Swindon M3) 
1m 26.4s 


Brian McGuire 
(3.0 Williams-Cosworth V8 FWO4) 
lm27s 


Damien Magee 
(3.0 Penske-Cosworth V8 PC3) 
1lm27s 


Tony Trimmer 
(1.6 Lola-Swindon T460) 
1m 27.8s 


Jeremy Rossiter 
(1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29) 
1m29.6s 


David Purley 
(3.4 Chevron-Essex/Ford GA B30 
1m23.4s 


Eddie Cheever 
(2.0 Ralt-Hart RT1) 
1m23.8s 


Bob Evans 
(5.0 McLaren-Smith/Chevrolet Mi 
1m 24.4s 


Ted Wentz 
(2.0 ATS Lola Hart T450) 
1m 24.6s 


Hans Binder 
(2.0 Chevron-BMW B35) 
1m 25s 


Ray Mallock 
(2.0 March-Swindon 752) 
1m 25.6s 


John Nicholson 
(2.0 March-Nicholson/Vega 752) 
1m 25.8s 


Andy Sutcliffe 
(3.0 Brabham-Cosworth V8 BT 44 
1m 26s 


John Wingfield 
(2.0 Ralt-Somers RT1) 
1m 26.4s 


Peter Wardle 
(1.6 Surtees-Swindon TS15) 
1m 26.8s 


Norman Dickson 
(2.0 Modus-Swindon M3) 
1m27s 


Tony Rouff 
(2.0 Boxer-Swindon PR76211K) 
1m 27.4s 


Emilio Villota 
(3.0 Lyncar-Cosworth V8) 
1m 29s 


Ken Bailey Phil Dowsett 
(1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29) (1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29) 
1m 30.2s , 1m 29.6s 


Dennis Leech Jim Kelly 
(5.0 Chevron-Morand/Chevrolet B28) (5.0 Trojan-Smith/Chevrolet T101 
1m 30.4s 1m 30.4s 


Martin Birrane 
(1.6 Chevron-Nicholson B29) 
1m 31.4s 


Roy Baker 
(2.0 March-RS752) 
1m 30.6s 


Jose de Uriarte 
(2.0 March-Richardson 762) 


Mike King 
(1.6 Lola-Close T360B) 
1m 31.4s 1m 31.4s 


Brian Robinson 
(1.6 Lola-Close T360) 
1m 42.6s 


Reserves: Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae-Fewkes/Chevrolet 
GM1); Adrian Russell (1.6 Lola-Swindon T7460); Karl Oppitzhauser 
(3.0 March-Cosworth V8 761). 


RACE 


The feeling of anticipation that a grid of this size 
and power generates was really one that is akin to 
that at the start of a Grand Prix, but what sur- 
prised everyone was that, despite the usual mix- 
up that a 2-2-2 grid formed with ten seconds to go 
can become, everyone got away cleanly. Purley 
gc a really good start and led Cheever, demoted 

y Holland, Wilds, Wentz Evans and Arpiainen. 
At Westfield, Cheever tried to get back inside 
Holland and half knocked him off, so that by the 
end of lap one, it was Purley, Cheever, Wilds, 
Evans, Binder, Wentz, Galica, Mallock before 
Holland. But even as the snarling train shot past 
the pits, Ian Grob was cartwheeling at Clark 
Curve having been forced off onto the grass with 
Arpiainen inside him. Muir spun on the grass in 
avoidance, and very quickly, with the Modus in 
the banking and having knocked about the catch 
fencing and debris fencing, the flags were out for 
the race to be stopped. Grob was virtually unhurt 
fortunately, and considering the accident, his car 
wasn’t too bad, but the safety barriers needed 
repairing, so there was a 45 minute wait while this 
was done. 

With only Grob missing, everyone formed up. 
again, with again the mix-up of cars around the 
seventh row with four cars on one row, and a great 
gap. Again they got away smoothly, or fairly so. 
Wilds came through from the second row to a ga 
that diminished and caused him a puncture whic. 
was to mean a pit stop for a new tyre, but in this 
first lap, he was behind Purley with Holland next, 
then Evans, Wentz and Cheever. By the end of lap 
one, Purley already had that slight gap to the 
Ensign and Cheever had got by Wentz for fifth 
before Binder, Mallock, Galica and Nicholson. 
Robarts again had to pit early in a race for a new 
nosecone after Bobby Muir had run over it while 
on the next lap, Wilds was a pit visitor for a new 
tyre. Both Musetti and McGuire (who'd been 
boxed in badly at the start) were in trouble, Val 
with electrical problems and McGuire finding that 
his car was virtually undrivable. 

So the race began to settle down: Purley out in 
front with a nice cushion to Holland, who in = 
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had a cushion to Evans and the same to Cheever. 
The latter had Wentz not too far behind, and the 
same could be said of the next two, Binder and 


Mallock. Then there was a gap again to Divina’s . 


Surtees before Nicholson, Muir, Magee, Sutcliffe, 
Arpiainen and Wingfield. 

By lap seven, Purley had seven seconds on 
Holland, but Cheever was beginning to close on 
Evans and in turn, Wentz had caught Cheever. 
The next two, Mallock and Binder, were fairly 
close too. Robarts had rejoined between Evans 
and Cheever, and it was interesting to note that 
Cheever seemed to be able to do little about the 
Myson car. Binder got by Mallock but Mallock 
could hold on for a few laps and then a gap began 
to appear there by lap twelve. 

Binder’s next move seemed to be on Wentz, or 
was it that the American was dropping back. Cer- 
tainly Binder made up the time quickly, and once 
by him on lap 16, Wentz quickly dropped back to 
Mallock, having to hold the car in fourth gear, and 
ultimately abandoning the gear altogether. As he 
dropped to the seventh placed Mallock, so Magee 
had come through everyone to be closing on 
Mallock, despite only 60 lbs of oil pressure and 
restricting his revs. Divina was next up from 
Muir and Sutcliffe, then Arpiainen, Nicholson and 
Wingfield before Rouff, Scott, Dickson and the 
rest. 

By lap twenty, the flying Magee was in front of 
fees and a lap later, poor Wentz dropped more 
places. 

At the front, Purley had no trouble keeping in 
front, despite easing up, he was still pulling away 
from Holland, then a gap to Evans and then 
Cheever in front of Binder. Magee came next 
before Divina who promptly spun at Druids so it 


was Sutcliffe up next. Arpiainen came next, . 


closely followed by Muir. 

Then things started happening. Cheever 
started to close on Evans, cutting half a second 
off each lap, and Sutcliffe closed on a seventh 


placed Mallock. Cheever had finally dropped’ 


Robarts, but on lap 26, Holland seemed to go past 
the pits without his usual fire. The spring mount- 
ing had broken on the same side as his driveshaft. 
during practice, and now it was just a case of 
limping home. Both Evans and Cheever were clos- 
ing and two laps later, Holland, Evans and 
Cheever were nose to tail. There was no problem 
for either of them with Holland and both got past, 
but Evans had to open up his old Chevvy a bit to 
get away again from the F2 youngster and even 
then, it wasn’t by that much. 

Meanwhile, Mallock had gone off lightly while 
being overtaken by Sutcliffe and had damaged a 
wheel and now found himself with few brakes, so 
he dropped down the order board. 

As they wound through the closing laps, it was 
Binder’s turn to overtake the ailing Holland, at 
about the same time that the delayed Robarts 
was doing the same thing, and as they went 
through at Stirlings, one either side of the big 
F5000 Lola, there was a fine old mix-up which 
dropped Binder from fourth to seventh, elimin- 
ated Holland and knocked off another of Robarts’ 
nosecones. But the final drama was still going on, 


for Cheever was really trying to get up with 
Evans, a second being the reward and also the gap 
on lap 31. For the final four laps, the Ralt inched 
ever closer and as they started the final lap, they 
were really close. Cheever kept his effort for 
Dingle Dell, but it didn’t come off, and while 
Purley won by a massive 32.2s, Cheever was 2.6 
back on Evans. Magee had profited by the errors of 
others and a tigering drive, while Arpiainen had 
kept his slate clean to finish fifth. Binder got back 
in front of Sutcliffe in the final laps to finish sixth, 
and Muir came home eighth. Divina was the last 
unlapped runner before the unlucky Wentz, an 
exhausted Rouff and John Nicholson. But the 
star was Purley, without doubt. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Intermingled with 5000 practice on Sunday were 


two heats and a final of the Dunlop Star of 
Tomorrow FF championship. Although Sean 
Walker led the first lap of the first heat, Jack 
Sears’ son David was soon in the lead and leaving 
Ian Walker’s son to fight with Roy James’ 
Royale. That only lasted until lap three when 
Sears’ engine cut out completely (the carb was full 
of petrol, so an inlet gasket was blamed), which 
elevated the Walker/James fight to the front. But 
David Leslie and Paul Jackson detached them- 
selves from the bunch behind and came up to join 
the leaders, and it was Leslie who nipped over the 
line first from James and Walker, and then 
Jackson. 

In the second heat, Alex Hawkridge seemed 
well able to contend with the challenges of Charles 
Birchenough until on the very last lap the Tole- 
man driver stopped ... With no petrol, so Birch- 
enough cruised home to win from a lonely Richard 
Trott before James Weaver and Mike Taylor 
(Image) who’d sorted themselves into that order. 

The final saw Birchenough and Trott quickly 
detach themselves, and it wasn’t long before 
Birchenough saw off Trott too, cruising home 
quite easily. Trott slowly dropped to Leslie who’d 
hauled himself out of a bunch and soon demoted 
Trott again and he steadily dropped back there- 
after. Walker and Steve Dunlop, having diced 
early on, took over third and fourth spots. 

The first of Monday’s races was that for 
ShellSport Escorts over ten laps of the club 
circuit, being driven by the ladies. Divina Galica 
led it from start to finish, and from pole position, 
but she was hounded every inch of the way by 
Juliette Slaughter who really was giving all she’d 
got and trying everything, but never being able to 
get by. Behind these two, Maggie Anderson, 
Susan Tucker-Peake and Alison Davis formed 
themselves into a battling trio with the upper 
hand always being kept by Maggie and Alison 
Davis getting by Susan T-P. ; 

With a time of 1m 34s in practice, 0.6s quicker 


than anyone else, it would seem that Tiff Needell 


would be back in the winner’s circle in the Mac 
McKinstry DL14 but all the usual people were 
snapping at his heels, the most important bein, 
Ian Taylor next up, then Geoff Friswell, Bernar 
Vermilio, Rad Dougall (in his second FF2000 
race), Oscar Notz, Jock Robertson and Divina 
Galica. Further back were Syd Fox and a long 
way back, after ignition problems in practice, was 
Frank Sytner. 


Fine FF 2000 stuff as Taylor fends off Needell at Druids. 
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Taylor made easily the best start for the 15 
lapper followed by Needell, squeezed out by Fris- 
well, then Oscar Notz and Vermilio, but Oscar 
lasted until Stirlings before he disappeared from 
the scene so Robertson was a good fifth next time 
around. At Westfield on lap three, Tiff dove for 
the inside to demote Friswell and chase off after 
Taylor, inching away the gap while Friswell and 
Vermilio followed round behind. Next up, both 
Piper and Frank Bradley soon demoted Roberts 
son and started their own pursuit, and as Tiff 
came right up on fayier, so Bradley started chal- 
lenging Piper for fifth. 

At ten laps, Tiff made his bid to pass Taylor, 
but Taylor wasn’t going to be had that easily, and 
the gap widened with Tiff’s lack of success and at 
the same time, Bradley got by Piper for fifth. 
Behind, Rad Dougall had been making steady pro- 
gress and began to close up on the Elden/Sark 
battle, and while Tiff still tried to get by Taylor, 
so Bradley, Piper and Dougall all closed up. Piper, 
being concerned with his rearguard, dropped back 
and briefly let Bradley away, but Dougall spun at 
Druids on the penultimate lap, and as Taylor held 
off Needell by just 0.4s, so, behind the lonesome 
Friswell and Vermilio, Piper just pipped Bradley 
on the line. Robertson hung on to seventh, while 
Dougall got eighth with Divina next up. 

Tesco’s first entry to motorsport, with the 
Tescoil Trophy for Formula Fords, didn’t exactly 
attract the star names, but certainly the Brands 
regulars in their thousands. Geoff Smailes might 
have been considered a favourite however, but he 
was pushed off the grid with leaking oil, so Steve 
Dunlop streaked off to lead a vast snaking field of 
FFs. However, after two laps, Mike Thompson 
had done the best thing and left eleven of them 
fighting over second place while he was happy in 
his ex-Lee Wroe-Johnson Rostron out in front. 
After four of the ten laps, the eleven inevitably 
tripped over themselves at Surtees which allowed 
John Poxon to follow Thompson home, then Wil 
Anif and Doug Wood, after Charles Birchenough 
had rather a big accident at Hawthorns while 
trying to get by Arif. 

Final race of the day was a Simoniz qualifier for 
their special saloon car series for which a very 
poor entry was received. Heidi Lorez tried to pro- 
vide some excitement by rolling her Mini in a big 
way at Paddock and Freddy Heaney and Graham 
Brewis both feat out of Graham Hill Bend, and 
with Fred Hall leading in the ex-Nick Whiting 3.1 
Ford Capri, Irishman Dave Hall in his smart new 
1.2 P R Reilly ap in second, Anthony’ West- 
brook third in his Mini and John Walsh fourth in 
his similar device, it was just a matter of where 
Heaney would get back up to for there looked 
little hope of any other place change. He finished 
fourth overall. A disappointing end to an other- 
wise fair day. 


ShellSport Euepam 5000 championship. round 9 
; Brands Hatch, August 30, 35 laps 
1, payid Earley (3.4 Chevron-Essex/Ford GA B30), 49m 20.4s, 
.24mph; ‘ 
2, Bob Evans (5.0 McLaren-Smith/Chevrolet M25), 49m 52.6s; 
3, Eddie Cheever (2.0 Ralt-Hart RT1), 49m 55.2s; 
4, Damien Magee (3.0 Penske-Cosworth V8 PC3), 50m 12.8s; 
5, Mikka Arpiainen (2.0 Chevron-BMW B35), 50m 33.4s; 
6, Hans Binder (2.0 Chevron-BMW B35), 50m 35.8s; 

7. Andy. Sutcliffe Ge Brabham-Cosworth V8 BT44B), 50m eds: 
8, Bob Muir (2.0 Chevron-Swindon B35), 50m 39.6s; 9, Divina 
Galica (3.0 Surtees-Cosworth V8 TS16), 50m 41s; 10, Ted Wentz 
(2.0 Lola-Hart T450), 34 laps. 

Fastest lap: Purley, 1m 23.2s, 113.09mph (Establishes record). 

Formula Ford, heat one (7 laps); 1, David Leslie (Crosse Remand 
16F), 12m 26.4s, 88.24mph; 2, Roy James (Royale-Holbay RP21), 
12m 27s; 3, Sean Walker (Royale-IWR Blue Flash RP21), 12m 27.2s; 
4, Paul Jackson (MRE-Oselli 75F), 12m 27.4s. Fastest lap: Bernar 
peed i] Brown WDF2), 1m 44s, 90.47mph (Establishes 
record). 

Formula Ford, heat two (7 laps): 1, Charles Birchenough (Rostron- 
Minister CT3), 12m 15s, 89.61mph; 2, Richard Trott (Merlyn-Holbay 
Mk20/29), 12m 27s; 3, James Weaver (Hawke-Scholar DL12), 12m 
32.2s; 4, Mike Taylor (Image-Minister FF2B), 12m 35s. Fastest lap: 
Alex Hawkridge (Royale-Smith RP21), 1m 43s, 91.35mph (Record). 

BRSCC Dunlop Star Of Tomorrow Formula Ford championship’ 
round (10 laps): 1, Birchenough, 17m 23.4s, 90.81mph; 2, Leslie, 
17m 27.2; 3, Walker, 17m 29.6s; 4, Steve Durkee an ae 
T5), 17m 30.4s; 5, Weaver, 17m 36.4s; 6, Jackson, 17m 39.4s. 
Fastest lap: Leslie, 1m 42.4s, ai sampnil ecord). 

Shellsport Ladies Escorts (10 laps): 1, Divina Galica, 10m 47s, 
66.97mph; 2, Juliette Slaughter, 10m 47.2s; 3, Maggie Anderson, 
10m 52.6s; 4, Alison Davis, 10m 53.4s; 5, Susan Tucker-Peake, 10m 
53.8s; 6, Gill Rindlisbacher, 10m 11s. Fastest lap: Slaughter and 
Galica, 1m 3.6s, aeney 

Allied Polymer Gro! 2000 championship round (15 not 1, lan 
Taylor (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 23m 50.8s, 98.64mph; 2, Tiff Needell 
Hawke-Holbay DL14), 23m 51.2s; 3, Geoff Friswell (Hawke-Scholar 

L14), 23m 59.2s; 4, Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 28), 24m 
6s; 5, Richard Piper (Gor ietelbsy CROI/l), 24m 13.8s; 6, Frank 
Bradley (Elden-Nelson Mk18), 24m 13.8s. Fastest lap: Needell, 1m 
34.4s, 99.67mph (Record). - i 

Tescoil Trophy for Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Mike Thompson 
(iostronsAee CT3), 17m 28s, 89.78mph; 2, John Poxon (Crossie- 

inister 25F), 17m 31.2s; 3, Wil Arif (CrossléPiper 25/30F), 17m 
36s; 4, Doug Wood (Elden-Minister Mk10C), 17m 43.2s; 5, Peter 
Lawrence (Royale-Rowland RP3A), 17m 47s; 6, John Harlow (Elden- 
Scholar Mk8), 18m 4s. Fastest lap: Poxon, 1m 43.2s, 91.17mph. 

Simoniz special saloons 1001cc to 1300cc and over 1300cc (10 
laps): 1, Fred Hall (3.1 Ford Capri), 17m 38s, 88.93mph; 2, Dave 
Hall oe Hallspeed Imp), 17m 46.2s; 3, Anthony Westbrook (1.3 
BLMC Cooper S), 18m 16.2s; 4, Freddy Heaney (1.3 Motospeed 
Mini), 18m 19.4s. Over 1300cc: 1, Fred Hall, 88.93mph; 2, Barry 
Holdsworth £8 Ford Capri); no other finishers. Fastest lap: Fred 
Hall, 1m 43.2s, 91.17mph (Establishes record). 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, 
Dave Hall, 88.25mph; 2, Westbrook; 3, Heaney. Fastest lap: Dave 
Hall, 1m 44.2s, 90.30mph (Establishes record). 
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Wilton’s Bentley special led Thompson's version for a period of the Times Trophy race. 


SILVERSTONE 


Anniversary action 


The only changes which occur at the annual 
Bentley Drivers Club Silverstone are 
restricted to just a few amongst the cars. 
The organisers obtain a good entry and 
provide a good programme whilst sticking 
to principles which would appear to some as 
anachronistic. Happily they can doubtless 
afford to do so and the result is a refreshing 
change for just once each year. This year the 
club celebrates its 40th anniversary. 

The first race was an All-Comers 10 lap handicap 
(run this year from a conventional handicap start 
instead of the hitherto usual scratch start used by 
the club) and Morgans swept the first four places 
— the winner, Bob Nicholls, being hard pressed in 
his Minnow Henderson turbocharged Plus 8 by 
Charles Morgan’s works Plus 8 and Malcolm 
Hayward’s Plus 8. Sir Aubrey Brocklebank’s rare 
and sleek Morgan SLR took fourth place ahead of 
David Duffy’s well driven ‘C’ type Jaguar, even 
after pausing for his customary rotation on lap 
seven. 

The Bentley/Lagonda Club seven lap handicap 
was won by Newman’s tidy 4} litre Bentley from 
the one-lap and 1m 15s mark pursued home by 
Don Balmer’s nice vintage 3 litre Bentley some 
ten seconds ahead of Hall’s similar car which just 
held off the first Lagonda home, the spritely little 
Rapier of James Crocker. 

or the next race, the Heavens opened even 
without the Morgan SCC’s customary rain dance 
on the grid being needed. Robin Gray’s Lawrence- 
tune entered Plus 8 led a complete gridfull of 
Moggies all the way home for the ten laps of a 
swimming circuit, easing off so that Bruce 
Stapleton’s Plus 8 closed up. Peter Garland’s Plus 
8 was, however, closing in a most determined way 
in the final laps and second place was nearly 
wrested from Bruce’s grasp during a fraught and 
slippery passage of Woodcote at the flag. 
ith a second place already in his grasp from 
the first race, Don Balmer foxed the handicappers 
7 again to take the Pace Petroleum Handicap in 
is handsome 8 litre Bentley, this time with Hugh 
Harben’s 4} litre Bentley separating his from 
Mike Hall’s 3 litre. There were only two 30/98 
Vauxhalls entered in this event which was solely 
for them and for Vintage Bentleys. Perhaps 
those which might have graced the grid were up 
at Cadwell Park? 

The 10 lap All-Comers Handicap produce an 
extraordinarily varied grid ranging from standard 
MGC to Randal Stewart’s Cooper Norton which 
insisted on misfiring on one cylinder. Bruce 
Stapleton’s Plus 8 ruled the roost this time on a 
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steadily drying track, followed home by the very 
fast Alvis Silver Eagle Special of Anthony 
Bianchi; Mrs_ Nickalls’ Rapier and Roger 
Flintoft’s Ace Zephyr. Hornby’s Plus 8 spun into 
the catch fence at Woodcote on the last lap, being 
saved from a very considerable crunch by the 
uprooted chicken wire. 

The HSCC Allcomers 10 lap Scratch race 
provided as varied a grid as one would ever see as 
it mixed HSCC Group 1, Road Sports and Post 
Historics all together and provided some inter- 
esting comparisons. Chris Drake, (for some reason 
down as Cooke in the programme) drove his Lister 
well to lead John Beasley’s Lister Corvette and 
Bobby Bell in the other Lister Jaguar for the first 
couple of laps and these three kept-up a splendid 
battle until inevitably, the big V8 flexed its 
muscles on the last lap and Beasley won by just 
one second with Drake and Bell only fractions 
apart behind him. Chris Stewart worked steadil 
with the ex. Phil Scragg HWM Jaguar for 4t 

lace and Mike Wetherill’s Lotus IV held off 

imon Phillips extraordinarily fleet meths 
drinking Cooper Bristol. These two only got past 
that wily MG man from Belfast, Bill Nicholson, 
after he was pushed off by an errant backmarker 
at Becketts. 

The Times Trophy 10 lap Scratch Race for 
Bentleys was won by Brian Shoosmith in the very 
sleek 5.1 Bentley Bpoctal which poy d Eastick 
used to drive. Thompson’s smart and frequently 
campaigned Mk. IV was hampered by Wilton’s, 
rather quaint looking S2 special at first and got 
past too late to challenge the leader. John 
Guppy’s also rather unlovely but effective special 
was being caught by Harvey Hine’s well-used 3/43 
by the end of the race; the first of the Vintage 
Bentleys home. Rusty Russ-Turner’s ex. Tim 
Birkin outer-circuit Blower Bentley started to 
clank ominously with a suspected run big-end and 
retired, very unusual for this handsomely turned- 
out car. 

The Bentley D.C. nowadays lets in another one- 
make car club as well as the ubiquitous Morgans 
and this time the AC Owners Club race was rather 
poorly supported with only 11 finishers. Predict- 
ably, and in the absence of Brewster Righter’s 
Cobra which had a suspected dropped valve after 
practice, the Hon. Amschel Rothschild won as he 

iked in his Cobra followed at length by Klinge’s 
handsome but less tuned version and then Simon 
Bathurst Brown’s Ace Zephyr well ahead of 
David Beales’ AC engined version which managed 
to hold off a spirited challenge from Brian Gilbart- 
Smith (Ace Bristol) and Bill Johnson (Ace 
Zephyr). 


The Brooklands Society 10 Lap Handicap was 
won by the limit man, Paul Grist, who stirred-up 
the magnificent 2 litre GP Sunbeam in fine 
fashion to win by over half a minute from Russ- 
Turner in his other blown 4} litre Bentley who 
crossed the line in an extraordinarily close finish 
with David Ellison’s Riley spl. and Anthony 
Bianchi’s Alvis Silver Eagle Spl. There was some 
hilarity at the finish as Hector Chappel lost the 
chequered flag in a fit of pre-marital anticipation 
and just missed the puzzled winner. 

The last race was an Allcomers 10 lapper, won 
by John Beasley again in the Lister Chevrolet 
after Bobby Bell’s Jaguar engined ‘knobbly’ 
version had led for most of the race. Chris Drake's 
Lister Jag. and Chris Stewart’s HWM Jaguar 
battled furiously throughout the race, the duo 
being dropped somewhat by the leaders after en- 
countering some equally busy backmarkers. 
Simon Phillips’ dipsomaniac Cooper followed 
ahead of Rothschild’s Cobra whilst behind them 
Bill Nicholson maintained a steady lead in his 
MGB from David Llewellyn’s 250F Maserati, last 


of the unlapped finishers. 
ROBIN REW 


Alicomers 10 Lap Handicap Race: 1, R. L. Nicholls (3.5 Morgan 
+8), 13m 11.8s. (No speed given); 2, C. Morgan (3.5 Morgan +8), 
13m 11.8s; 3, M. Hayward (3.5 Morgan +8), 13m 12.6s; 4, Sir A. 
Brocklebank (2.2 Morgan +4 SLR) 13m 17.4s. 

Fastest lap: C. Morgan, 1m 17.0s, 75.18mph. 

Bentley/Lagonda Club 7 Lap Handicap: 1, D. J. Newman (4.2 
Bentley 44), 9m ee a ig speed given); 2, D. Balmer (2.9 Bentley3 
litre), 10m 32.2s; 3, M. Hall (2.9 Bentley 3 litre), 10m 41.0s; 4, J. 
Crocker (1.2 Lagonda nee 10m 42.6s. 

Fastest lap: B. G. Shoosmith (4.8 Bentley S1), 1m 24.8s, 
68.26mph. 

Morgan S.C.C. 10 lap Scratch race: 1, R. Gray (3.5 Morgan +8), 
13m 27.6s, 72.57mph; 2, W. Stapleton (3.5 Morgan +8) 13m 45.4s; 
3, P. Garland (3.5 Morgan +8) 13m 46.6s; 4, C. Morgan (3.5 Morgan 
se 13m 53.4s. 

‘astest lap: Gray, 1m 17.8s, 74.41mph. 
PACE Petroleum Handicap for Vintage Bentleys and 30/98 Vauxhalis 
(10 laps): 1, D. Balmer (2.9 Bentley 3 litre) 14m 59.6s, 55.48mph;2, 
H. Harben (4.4 Bentley 44), 15m 28.2s;3, M. Hall (2.9 Bentley 3 litre), 
15m 32.6s; 4, B. Parkinson (4.4 Bentley 44), 15m 34.2s. 

Fastest lap: D. Llewellyn (4.4 Bentley 3/43), 1m 28.2s, 65.63mph. 

Alicomers Handicap 10 Lap Race: 1, W. Stapleton (3.5 Morgan +8) 
14m 38.2s, eee 2, A. Bianchi (3.5 Alvis Silver Eagle), 14m 
39.2s; 3, Mrs E. M. Nickalls (1.2 Lagonda Rapier), 14m 42.2s; 4, R. 
Flintoft (2.5 AC Ace Zephyr), 14m 45.2s. 

Fastest lap: Stapleton, 1m 17.0s, 75.18mph. 

HSCC Members 10 lap Scratch: 1, J. Beasley (5.3 Lister Chevrolet), 
11m 16.2s, 85.61mph; 2, C. Drake (3.8 Lister Jaguar), 11m 17.2s; 
3, R. Bell (3.8 Lister Jaguar), 11m 17.4s; 4, C. Stewart (3.8 HWM 
Jaguar), 11m 30.6s. 

astest lap: Beasley 1m 05.4s, 88.51mph. 

Times bing 4 10 lap Scratch Race for Bentleys: 1,B.G.Shoosmith 
sod Bentley Spl.), 12m 27.4s, 76.43mph; 2, W. Thompson (4.8 

entley Mk. VI Spl.), 12m 47.8s; 3, L. Wilton (6.2 Bentley S2 Spl.), 
12m 50.6s; 4. J. Guppy (6.3 Bentley R Spl.), 12m 59.6s. 

Fastest lap: Shoosmith, 1m 14.2s, 78.02mph. 

AC Owners Club 5 lap Scratch race: 1, Hon. A. Rothschild (4.7 AC 
Gopees, Ee 53.2s, 81.94mph; 2, S. Klinge (4.7 AC Cobra), 6m 34.8s; 
3, S. Bathurst Brown (2.5 AC Ace Zephyr), 6m 52.4s; 4, D. Beales 
(1.9 AC Ace), 7m 00.6s. 

Fastest lap: Rothschild, 1m 09.2s, 83.65mph. 

Brooklands Society Trophy 10 lap Handicap: 1, P. Grist (2.0 GP 
Sunbeam), 13m 45.0s, 58.19mph; 2, B. eee ee Bentley), 
14m 20.0s; 3, D. Ellison (1.5 Riley), 14m 20.4s; 4, A. Bianchi (3.5 
Alvis Silver Eagle), 14m 20.8s. 

Fastest lap: D. Llewellyn (4.4 Bentley) 3/44) and M. Gauntlett (4.2 
Bentley S), 1m 18.0s, 74.22mph. 

Alicomers 10 lap Scratch Race: 1, J. Beasley (5.3 Lister 
Chevrolet), 11m 02.0s, 87.44mph; 2. R. Bell (3.8 Lister Jaguar), 
11m 02.3s; 3, C. Drake (3.8 Lister Jaguar), 11m 10.8s; 4, C. Stewart 
(3.8 HWM Jaguar), 11m 11.8s. 

Fastest lap: Beasley, 1m 04.0s, 90.45mph. 
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Bea ere Mien to Walch ae 


GRAHAM GOODE 


Originally interested in cycling, it was the 
aquisition of his first driving licence that got 
Graham Goode interested in cars. An MG 
Magnette was soon followed by an Anglia, and 
the urge to compete persuaded him to build up a 
racer, based on an Anglia body shell. Fitted with a 
1600cc engine, the car ‘‘was absolute rubbish 
really’’, but it did form the basis of what was to 
become a very successful car. 

Hearing that Ralph Broad was moving from 
Birmingham to Southam, he asked him for a job, 
and so despite being an electrician by trade, he 
found himself alongside Andy Rouse, polishing 
cylinder. heads. Working at Broadspeed taught 
him a great deal, not the least of which were some 
memorable experiences of being driven by Ralph 
Broad! 

It was when Broad asked him to work on the 
Team Castrol cars that his knowledge really 
began to increase. The team had two cars, John 
Fitzpatrick’s RS1600, and the 1300 Escort of 
Dave Mathews, who cleaned up in this class 
during 1971. Goode worked mainly on Mathews 
car for that season, and at the end of 1971 when 
he decided that he wanted to run a 2-litre car, 
Broad prepared one to run under the Melton 
Racing banner. 

Finding that he had little time to race his own 
car, Goode decided to leave Broadspeed at the 
beginning of 1973 and set up his own business in 


Leicester. Resurrecting the Anglia, which had by: 


this time acquired a 1000cc ‘‘screamer” he “tidied 
it up a bit”, and had a go at the Forward Trust 
Championship. By now a bit long in the tooth, the 
Anglia faced strong opposition from the Imps and 
some of the better prepared Minis. The series was 
closely fought, the result being decided at the 
final race at Thruxton when Goode beat an equal- 
on-points Phil Winter to take the Championship. 

The fire a was then sold and an Escort shell 
pues , around which his present car was 

uilt. After last season, during which he sorted 
the car, he has so far this year enjoyed a good run 
to lead his class and lie second overall in the 
Simoniz series. 

The car is prepared by himself with some assist- 
ance from his brother-in-law and a friend, (not for- 
getting his wife, Kay, who is a rounders player of 
some repute!), and its appearance belies the low 
budget on which it is run but 27-year-old Goode 
has already had one bite of success and looks set 
to have another. 
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sin, 
clubman. Although Mick Starkey, the 27-year-old. 


MICK STARKEY 


Not all successful Formula Ford 1600 drivers are 
putative World Champions, for this ubiquitous 
category provides fiercely competitive racing in 

e-seaters at a feasible cost for the serious 


Yorkshire Electricity Board electrician from 
Leeds who currently heads the BARC’s Northern 
FF Championship usually maintains a relaxed air 
which is the very antithesis of the stereotype of 
the twiched up FF dicer, there is nothing casual 
about his attitude to racing. 

Mick was always interested in cars: ‘‘as soon as 
I could pick up a pencil I was drawing cars”. His 
interest foun 
and four years’ marshalling but ‘“‘about 1969” he 
commenced a course at Brands with MRS, which 
for financial and logistic reasons was spread over 
two years. His first races were private MRS 
affairs and he was actually leading their 
championship when he withdrew from the series. 


‘However, he still finished second and private 


races are eminently sensible for an inexperienced 
racer with limited means. 

Late in 1972 Mick bought 
Mk20A, ex-David Martell, and in ’73 was third in 
his first public race. The Merlyn, which he still 
used in short-nosed side-radiatored form, took a 
lot of sorting out (Mick confesses to learning 
about setting up by sheer trial and error), but has 
been very successful in the North. With it Mick 
won the 1974 BARC(Y)/NSCC Championship and 
finished third in the Tate, while last, year he won 
both the BARC(Y) and BRSCC(N) Championships 
but missed out ona grand slam by losing the Tate 
to Kel Hesketh who had won one more race. This 
year has not been so good with a series of 
eee especially with the front suspension, 

ut he leads the BARC series again. He has the 
much appreciated part sponsorship of Associated 
Tyre Specialists and has certainly given them 
good value for miney. 

Mick is unmarried (which is perhaps just as 
well!) and finds the cost of racing ever more 
onerous. He is particularly sensitive about the 
deteriorating ratio between entry fees and prize 
money. His ambitions in racing are strictly 
limited by cost but he would like a new FF and 
would like the opportunity of having a crack at a 
more powerful single-seater. cm 


an initial outlet via the BMRMC. 


year old Merlyn 


PETER THOMPSON 

To be a member of the ‘Stage One Club’, and have 
the heartbreak of retiring on the first stage of an 
event is bad enough, to have an irretreivable 
breakdown before the car crosses the start line is 
even worse, and something which 21 year old 
Lancashire driver Peter Ashworth had happen to 
him on this year’s Mintex International, and on 
his first event with the car too! 

A former resident of the Isle of Man, Peter 
passed his driving test at 16, and, in his own 
words .... “became a boy-racer!” and was only 
pecenly converted by watching the ’71 Manx 

ophy Rally. An 1100-engined Mini was 

urchased, and for 12 months Peter drove on 

anx restricteds, taking the co-driver’s seat on 
the ’72 Manx in Peter Tanswell’s Cooper ‘S’. Peter 
returned to driving with a 998 Imp, which was 
used for Autocross and more restricted rallies, by 
now scoring top-five placings segues Peter's 
first mainland event was the '73 Cytax, on which 
fellow manxman Ian Corkhill also competed, the 
excercise terminating after about an hour when 
both crews became navigationally defeated, and 
retired to their hotel for a belated party! 

The 73 Manx was driven in an Escort TC, and 
then Peter moved to England at the request: of his 
employers, the Ashworth group .... an Inter- 
national Haulage concern, and whose name was 
carried on the various rally cars. The new chariot 
was a Gp2 Magnum saloon (Viva) and this 
returned 27th on the ’74 Manx and a non-finish on 
the Tour of Mull before money ran out and the car 
was sold to Mike Crabtree. To the rescue came the 
aforementioned Ashworth Group who bought an 
RS2000 which did several Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
forest rounds before the Manx yet again, an event 
important to the sponsor who have their base on 
the Island. The car was up to 11th overall at one 
stage, but a roll on the Curraghs meant a final 
16th overall, and 4th in Gp1. For the 1976 season, 
Ashworths provided a Derby Road RS1800, still 
with a drum-brakes rear set-up, and the failure of 
the transistor pak in Scarborough’s under- 
mound car park made a not-very impressive 

ebut. The car finished the Welsh in the top 30, 
despite two punctures in Dovey, but Peter’s real 
preference is for Tarmac rallies, and he will be 
doing the Ulster Rally, the Manx and the Cork 20 
prior to a runon the Lombard RAC. 

For someone just 21 years old, Peter Thompson 
has a lot of experience. Couple that with an active 
sponsor and lots of enthusiasm, and you 
definitely have another Man to Watch. 
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SILVERSTONE 


Rupert holds 
the rains 


The Milton Keynes Bank Holiday Race Day 
at Silverstone last Monday was a 
tremendous success, with a record crowd 
turning out in cool and wet conditions and 
the Development Corporation promising to 
come back next year on a bigger scale. The 
pre-race publicity paid dividends and, 
although the crowd were cheated of the 
traditionally hectic Brush Fusegear FF 
finale by the abominable weather, they went 
home well contented with a fine and varied 
day’s racing. Rupert Keegan’s mastery of 
the wet track was a joy to behold and bodes 
well for Britain’s F1 prospects in years to 
come; he totally dominated the ShellSport 
Formula 3 race in the British Air Ferries 
Chevron-Toyota B34. Bruno Giacomelli set 
fastest lap in the works March but could not 
match Rupert’s all-round pace and was well 
beaten, while Geoff Lees made it a good day 
for Chevron by taking third place in the Rob 
Roy car. The conditions for the feature race 
had been diabolical, but by the time the con- 
testants arrived for the larger capacity Esso 
Uniflo Special saloon car race the track was 
totally awash. The drivers then voted in 
favour of racing and continuing the crowd’s 
entertainment, and a fine job they did too, 
with Peter Baldwin’s “David’’ Mini 
Clubman-BDA trouncing all the thundering 
“Goliaths” to take a most popular victory, 
and a well deserved APG Driver of the day 
award too. 

The entry for the penultimate ShellSport race of 
the year was as strong as any one could wish to 
see. Practice was confined to just one 35-minute 
session in drying conditions, although perhaps 
two 20-minute ones would have been of more use, 
enabling people to try changes, alter ratios and so 
on. However, few people had any great troubles 
and it was no surprise to see Bruno Giacomelli 
on pole in the works March-Toyota 763, having 
recorded a time of 55.71s as compared with his 
own lap record of 55.6s. He reckoned that his 
tyres were not reaching their ultimate grip on the 
cold track but he was still 0.17sec faster than the 
second man. It came as quite a surprise to many 
people to see Geoffrey Brabham going quite so 
quickly in the Ralt RTI, especially after having 
been well off the pace on his last outing at Mallory 
Park, although as he said, ‘‘This is the first circuit 
I’ve been to where I’ve been able to get any 
testing.’’ He had obviously put this testing to 
good use, as he looked consistently quick 
throughout the session. Next up were the two 
Chevron B34s of Geoff Lees and Rupert Keegan, 
on 56.18 and 56.54 respectively. The former had 
no problems but the BAF man suffered from 


gross oversteer, which contributed to a spin at: 


Woodcote, and then a wire came off the metering 
unit. Ian Flux again looked tidy in recording a 
56.6 “J thought I was going well until 
Brabham’s similar car came past me on the 
inside!’’ — while Paul Bernasconi was a hair over 
half a second slower in his similar Ralt. Stephen 
South’s Bogarts March (56.82) and Dick Parsons 
Unipart Anson (57.03) completed the third row, 
the latter now back with a Neil Brown-prepared 
Dolomite engine, although it did seem down on 
power. 

The fourth row was all Modus, with Mike 
Young and Paulo Gomes, who once again had 
fellow Brazilian Carlos Pace in attendance, 
though Gome’s car broke a driveshaft very early 
on and he had to sit and watch everyone go faster 
than his 57.22. The other remotely competitive 
runners were Pierre Dieudonné in the Ehrlich 
(57.32), Brett Riley, out again in his Modus but 
now with Neil Brown Triumph power (57.37) and 
the various Marches of Aryon Cornelson Filho, 
Tony Dron, Ken Silverstone and Mike Wrigley. 

With heavy rain beginning to fall ten minutes 
before the start, everyone had no option but to 
switch to wet weather tyres, while both Dron and 
Riley were lost on the warmup laps with saturated 
electrics. As the lights flashed from red to green 
(or maybe fractionally beforehand!), Keegan 
blasted off between Giacomelli and Brabham to 
take the lead through Copse from these two, Lees 
and the rest amidst a sheet of spray. Rupert 
slithered around the hairpin, splashed down the 
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straight and opposite locked around Woodcote in 
fine style, with already 20 yards lead on the 
March. Thereafter, he clearly controlled the race 
and completed the 20 laps some 11secs to the fore, 
after a masterful display. 

Giacomelli consolidated his second place to 
make almost sure of the championship, in which 
with one round remaining has a 15pts 
advantage over Keegan. Lees soon disposed of 
Brabham and was actually closing on the March, 
but he then encountered some backmarkers and 
all hope was gone — however, it was another 
Smooth and consistent drive by the Atherstone 
driver. Much of the interest in the race centred 
around Flux and his efforts to wrest fourth place 
from Brabham. Twice he tried to pass, only to 
spin and fall back again, but finally on the 
penultimate lap he squeezed through on the exit 
of Woodcote and kept it all together to take 
another good placing with the Ockley Ralt. Also 
involved in this battle were the Marches of South 
and Filho, though the latter cropped out soon 
after halfway and Stephen splashed round to an 
unhappy sixth, hating the conditions. 

Of the rest, Mike Young missed his braking 
point at Woodcote while following the Flux- 

outh-Filho train on lap 7, and slid straight on 
and over the chicane kerbing, the car leaping high 
into the air before nose-diving again to earth, 
smashing the nose and radiator. Dick Parsons’s 
engine succumbed to the conditions, so Paul 
Bernasconi came home a lapped seventh after a 
quiet run ahead of Gomes and Dieudonné, who 
had circulated in close company throughout, and 
Ken Silverstone’s ex-Dieudonné March. 

The meeting had opened with two heats to 
decide the finalists for the Brush Fusegear 
Formula Ford race, and both had runaway 
winners. In the first, Bernard Devaney used one of 
Derek Daly’s ‘“‘reject’’ Minister engines in his 
usual works Hawke DL15, but showed that it 
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Imp men Mason and Ward battle 
couldn‘t have been all that bad by leading the race 
from start to finish. Jim Walsh, who had Milton 
Keynes Devt Corp sponsorship for the day on his 
usual Royale RP21, had a good scrap for second 
place with the MRE-Oselli of Richard Wills, a last 
corner bid by the latter just failing by a nosecone 
to pip the Silverstone “king”. Rhodesian Rob 
Ellis looked good in an Ashtune Hawke DL15 and 
was second at one stage, although a spin and then 
the gear linkage coming adrift contrived to drop 
him to sixth at the end behind Trevor, van 
Rooyen’s Royale and David Sears’s Van Diemen 
RF76, with Alex Hawkridge’s Toleman Group 
Royale also well in there. 

The second heat belonged similarly to Matthew 
Argenti’s Macinnes Amcron Royale RP21, 
though the race was run mainly under yellow 
flags after an incident at Woodcote on the second 
lap, in which Richard Jones’s Hawke DL11 
attacked Tony Barley’s Royale. Barley had taken 
the wide line and Jones thought he had room to 
pass on the inside; he didn’t, and the result was 
that Jones flew up in the air and landed squarely 
on the top of the Royale, sending both cars into 
the aisepen Barley had a cut index finger and 
severe shock, and it took several laps to extricate 
him from his car, Jones being unhurt. This rather 
ruined the race but still the Royales of Peter 
Morgan and Barry Pigot, now sporting BOC 
colours, fought mightily over second, eventually 
finishing in that order well clear of a Hawke duet 
of Bob Lambert and Robin Dollar. 

Unfortunately, the final never happened. After 
the last saloon race a meeting of drivers decided 
that the front row cars should make a tour of the 
waterlogged track and decide whether or not to 
race. Not surprisingly the verdict was a solid but 
regrettable “No”’. 

The first Esso Uniflo race promised another 
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Rob Mason/Jeff Ward battle, they being by far 
the two quickest cars. Lap 2 was completed side- 
by-side, with Mason just heading the Greetham 
Imp with his own Bevan example, but then his car 
started to handle weirdly and be dropped back. It 
was several laps before Rob realized it was a 
punctited tyre and he tried hard to nurse the car 
ome in second place — Ward having long gone in 
the lead — but it was to no avail, for both Richard 
Oliver and Andrew Hartwell (Imps) passed him on 
the last lap. Fifth place went to Colin Craven’s 
Imp sans gearlever, which had broken off early in 
the race, after a race long dice with the small class 
winner Geoff Gilkes, in the Mini-Imp. Charles 
Bernstein would have challenged this position 
too, had not the tappet adjusting screw broken off 
on the very first lap while rounding Becketts 
alongside Gilkes. Another quick 850 man, Mike 
Kirby, had his engine blow in a big way, so a 
distant second in class went to Chris Roberts’s 
mp. 
The national Formula Vee race belonged pure 
and simply to Tim Flynn and his faithful Scarab, 
the Enfield gara proprietor finishing some 
4secs clear of Nick Wadham’s similar car. The 
battle for third, though, proved the best enter- 
tainment, with Gordon Rae (Rae) and Edward 
Jones (Austro) swapping places continually, the 
honours eventually going to the former. Lawrence 
Rose held fifth throughout in his Austro, but Ray 
Simpson had to fight all the way up from the 
10secs mark to take the final championship point 
in his home-made special. 

A damp practice for the Tricentrol Clubmans 
cars saw two Norman Abbott powered cars 
fastest in the hands of Martin Mansell (his first 
ever pole position in his six-year-old U2) and Peter 
Deal (Gryphon). Into the lead from the start, 
though, went the other front row occupant, 
Malcolm Jackson in his U2, although Mansell was 
giving a good chase. These two swapped places a 
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couple of times before Mansell’s engine devoured 
a plug, and this left Jackson to a clear win from 
the battling U2s of Tim Gath and Alan Webb. 
These two put on a great dice which they both 
thoroughly enjoyed, but enthusiasm eventually 
got the better of Gath and he slipped wide at 
Becketts, letting series leader Webb through to 
second in Nick Adams’s usual car. 

Talking of Nick Adams, he was having another 
outing in the “‘new, improved Haggis’, complete 
with such tweaks as a U2 nose, and despite the 
car being rather too small for Nick, he persevered 
well and took a good and promising fourth place 
jeyans fought off a strong challenge from Peter 

eal. 


Class B seemed to be going the way of ‘‘Dish of 
the Day” Alex Ferrada in his immaculate U2 (just 
to make a change!), but Don Farthing had other 
ideas and, after half-distance, began to close on 
Alex. The gap diminished rapidly as Don saw his 
chance, and a fine move at Becketts saw him 
snatch the class win on the last lap, despite a 
kamikaze attempt at a repass by Alex Woodcote. 
It was Don’s first win over Alex, and he was abso- 
lutely delighted with it. 

The rain began to fall heavily just before the 
start of the Rochas Classic sports car race and, 
with such delectable machinery around, it was 
largely a question of keeping it on the island. 
Richard Thwaites had little worries on his way to 
a good win, but his team-mate in the Eastern 
Cerpete Elva, Mike Wood, executed a neat spin 
on.lap 2 while in second place, and it took him 
most of the rest of the race to catch and pass 
Brian Cocks’s Lotus 23B, Wood eventually 
slithering past at Woodcote on lap 9. Fourth 
place, after a fine and fearless drive, went to the 
Hon. Amshcel Rothschild in his Jaguar E, having 
fought up from eighth on the first lap passing 
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John Webb’s class winning Rochas Elan, David 
Dawson’s Lotus 23 and Brian Classic’s much-too- 
werful-for-the-conditions Iso Grifo Le Mans. 
plitting Dawson and Classic though at the flag, 
in seventh place, came Allan Brownlee after a 
magnificent drive from the back of the grid. 

The larger capacity saloon boys deserve credit 
for their brave decision to race in the decidedly 
dangerous conditions, although the bigger cars 
were always struggling for grip. Tony Dickinson 
(Escort) took the lead at Copse after Colin 
Hawker’s DFVW faltered bedtoay down the 
straight, but Peter Baldwin’s Mini had shot 
through from the third row behind the VW and, 
had the Formula 1 engine not spluttered, the Mini 
could have been better placed on the first lap than 
fourth, behind Gordon Mayers’s Jaguar XJ8 and 
Tony Strawson’s Capri. The Mini was really 
flying, this being a new car built around a shell 
from Reg Ward, and literally only just been 
finished the night before. By lap 3. he was right 
with Dickinson, and he soon splaghed past and 
pulled out over 15secs by the end. Strawson took 
third after Hawker pirouetted neatly at 
Woodcote, much to the spectators’s amusement, 
the DF VW not being able to put its power down 
at all, while Mayers retired with an engine full of 
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ShellSport Formula 3 sony oy round (20 laps) 
Silverstone, _— 
i Reet Keegan (Chewon-Toyota/Novamotor B34), 22m 36.55s, 

.sompn, 

2, Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 22m 47.15s; 
3, Geoff Lees (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B34), 22m 50.93s; 

4, lan Flux (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 17.13s; 

5, Geoffrey Brabham (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT 1), 23m 19.34s; 
6, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 23m 24.76s. 

7, Paul Bernasconi (Ralt-Toyota/Narameter RT1), 19 laps; 8, Paulo 
Gomes (Modus-Toyota/Novamotor M1); 9, Pierre Dieudonne 
Ehrlich-Toyota/ Novameter ES5/6); 10, Ken Silverstone (March- 

‘oyota/ Novameter 753). Fastest lap: Giacomelli, 1m 06.31s 
87.30mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600, heat ‘1 (10 ening! 1, Bernard 
Devaney (Hawke-Minister DL15), 12m 06.716, 79mp! - 2, Jim Walsh 
(Royale-Scholar RP21), 12m 14.48s; 3, Richard Wills (MRE-Oselli 
75F), 12m 14.48s. Fastest tap: Wills, 1m 10.3s, 82.30mph. 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Matthew 
Argenti (Royale-Scholar RP21), 11m 00.62s; 87.63mph; 2, Peter 
Morgan (Royale-Davron RP21) 11m 14.62s; 3, Barry Pigot (Royale- 
Scholar eek lim 15.00s. Fastest lap: Argenti 1m 04.87s 
89.24mph. 


Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car round, up to 1000cc (10 laps) — 
overall and 851-1000cc: 1, Jeff Ward (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 11m 
23.07s, 84.7mph; 2, Richard Oliver (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 11m 34.25s; 
3, Andrew Hartwell (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 11m 35.40s; 4, Rob Mason 
(1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 11m 45.04s. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m 07.03s, 
86.3mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Geoff Gilkes (850 Mini-Imp), 11m 48.73, 
81.6mph; 2, Chris Roberts (850 Hillman Imp); 3, John Flack (850 
Mini). Fastest lap: Gilkes, 1m 09.46s, 83.3mph. 


National Formula Vee Championship round (10 laps), 1, Tim Flynn 
(Scarab), 11m 16.14s, 85.62mph; 2, Nick Wadham (Scarab), 11m 
20.47s; 3, Gordon Rae (Rae Special 11m 25.64s; 4, Edward Jones 
(Austro 73V), 11m 25.85s; 5, Lawrence Rose (Holrose Austro Mk1), 
11m 33.55s; 6, Ray Simpson (JSR), 11m 48.74s. Fastest lap: Flynn, 
1m 06.33s, 87.27mph. 


Capri trainin the Keith Prowse race: Walkinshaw leads Spice, Woodman and Craft out of the hairpin. 
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MALLORY PARK 


Walkinshaw wins well 


Despite the loss of two gears, Scotsman 
Tom Walkinshaw held on to win a thrilling 
round of the 1976 RAC Keith Prowse Tour- 
ing Car Championship at Mallory Park on 
Sunday driving the Team Castrol/London 
Sports Car Centre Ford Capri. Right behind 
at the flag was Chris Craft in the Ham- 
monds Sauce Capri and only fading on the 
last lap when the engine cried enough was 
third man Gordon Spice in the MM Plant 
Hire Capri. The contest between these three 
very experienced drivers was the highlight 
of an excellent 10-race programme promoted 
with its customary efficiency by the BRSCC 
Midland Centre under Don Truman. Other 
winners included local lad John Bright in 
the Townsend Thoresen FF1600 final, Jon 
Fletcher’s Elan in the Polydor Trophy race 
and Radio One victories for Derrick Brunt 
(BMW Si) and Peter Slade (Mazda RX2). 

All the regulars arrived for the eighth round of 
the under-promoted (Unlike the Radio One club 
series) RAC championship, the entry being split 
into two races at 1600cc and given a meagre 20 
laps each. The only new face among them was 
that of Geoff Lees, having his first race in some- 
thing other than a single-seater at the wheel of the 
second works Dolomite Sprint alongside Andy 
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Rouse. Six laps of practice were all Geoff man- 
aged to add to 12 laps of Silverstone, before the 
CWP bolts failed, but he was clearly well into the 
swing of things. Only Gordon Spice practised on 
Goodyear tyres, which give a fractional advant- 
age in lap times over the Dunlops, but after earn- 
ing pole position (by 0.2sec from the Capris of 
Chris Craft, Tom Walkinshaw and _ Vince 
Woodman), he reverted to Dunlops for the race 
lest anyone might say he had an unfair advant- 
age. 


Craft made an appalling start from the middle 
of the front row and it was Walkinshaw who went 
straight into the lead from the outside, followed 
by Spice, Woodman and Gerry Marshall in the 
DTV Magnum, who managed to put Craft 
between himself and arch-rival Andy Rouse for 
the moment. As Spice pressed Walkinshaw for 
the lead, Craft was sorting his way around 
Marshall and Woodman to fatch on to Spice’s 
bumper by half distance. Spice, worried by over- 
heating with an engine which had already done 24 
hours at Spa and more besides, decided to dro 
back a little and await developments, so Craft 
went through into second to tackle the Castrol 
Capri, but without success. With about five laps 
left, Walkinshaw found himself without first and 
second gears, but still Craft could not find a way 
past while Spice closed in for a final effort. Three 
abreast down Devils Elbow they came, but still 


Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports car race (15 laps) — 
overall and fully modified class: 1, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2 
Arden Mk14), 14m 41.05s, 98.56mph; 2, Alan Webb {Mallock U2 
Morgan Mk18), 14m 45.85s; 3, Tim Gath (Mallock U2 Davron Mk16), 
14m 46.78s; 4, Nick Adams (Haggis ed Longman Mk8), 14m 
54.02s; 5, Peter Deal (Gryphon Abbott C73/6), 14m 56.43s; 6, Brian 
Green (Gryphon Davron C74). Fastest lap: Webb, 57.23s, 
101.15mph. Formula Ford-engined class: 1, Don Farthing (Mallock 
U2 Holbay Mk16E), 14 laps 90.47mph; 2, Alex Ferrada (Mallock U2 
Davron Mk16B); 3, Robin Henderson (Mallock U2 Minister Mk16). 
Fastest lap: Farthing, 1m 02.32s, 92.89mph. 


Rochas Classic Sports Car race (10 laps) — overall: 1, Richard 
Thwaites (2.5 Brabham-Climax er: 12m 21.07s, 78.11mph; 2, 
Mike Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW Mk8s), 12m 30.80s; 3, Brian Cocks (2.0 
Lotus-Ford 23B), 12m 31.63s; 4, Amschel Rothschild (3.8 Jaguar E), 
12m 50.37s. Front-engined GT Cars, over 3000cc: 1, Rothschild, 
75.14mph; 2, Brian Classic (5.3 Iso Grifo Le Mans); 3, Stewart Bond 
(3.7 Aston Martin a A Fastest lap: Rothschild, 1m 14.86s, 
77,.33mph. Front-engined GT Cars, 1301-3000cc: 1, John Webb (1.6 
Lotus Elan), 74.62mph; 2, Bill Nicholson (1.8 MGB); 3, David Pratley 
(2.0 Marcos GT). Fastest lap: Webb, 1m 15.81s, 76.36mph. Front- 
engined GT Cars, up to 1300ce: 1, Roger Friend (1.2 Lotus Elite), 
71.27mph; 2, Jem Marsh (1.3 Marcos GT); 3, Martyn Field (1.2 
Austin-Healey Sprite). Fastest lap: Friend, lm 17.11s, 75.07mph. 
Sports-Racing Cars, over 2000cc: 1, Thwaites; no other starters. 
Fastest lap: Thwaites, lm 12.74s, 79.58mph. $ rts-Racing Cars, 
up to 2000cc: 1, Wood, 77.10mph; 2, Cocks; 3, David Dawson (1.0 
Lotus-BRM 23). Fastest lap: Wood, 1m 12.22s, 80.15mph. 


Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car race, over 1300cc (10 laps) — 
overall: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Austin Mini Clubman BDA), 13m 
18.86s, 72.46mph; 2, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort BDA), 13m 
34.54s; 3, Tony Strawson (7.2 Ford Capri), 14m 00.77s; 4, Colin 
Hawker (3.0 DFVW-Cosworth), 14m 04.17s. Over 1300cc: 1, 
Dickinson, 71.07mph; 2, Strawson; 3, Hawker. Fastest lap: 
Dickinson, 1m 18.52s, 73.72mph. Upto 1300cc: 1, Baldwin; 2, Clive 
Sparkes (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, Gerry Gough (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). 
Fastest lap: Baldwin, 1m 15.82s, 76.34mph. 
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Walkinshaw was able to hang on in front despite 
all that Craft could throw at him. Suddenly it was 
all over for Spice as a rocker in his tired engine 
failed and he had to back off, a safe third, for 
Woodman was some way behind, while Craft was 
never able to find the gap he wanted and Walkin- 
shaw came home a deserving winner by 0.6sec. 
The first three shared a new lap record. 

Marshall and Rouse had their own carve up for 
the 2.3-litre class, the Dolomite overhauling the 
Magnum after five laps and the pair having to 
contend with Richard Lloyd’s Vladivar Vodka 
Opel Commodore at the same time. Marshall, 
absent with leave from the drivers’ briefing, was 
unaware of Don Truman's edict that anyone delib- 
erately using the grass at the Esses would be dis- 
qualified, and was consequently driving across it 
on several occasions. But his chance came event- 
ually when he hit the rear of the Dolomite at the 
hairpin, Rouse spun, and the Vauxhall was 
securely ahead in the class for the duration as the 
Triumph’s brakes wore out, although Lloyd was 
able to keep the Opel ahead of both the smaller 
cars in the end. The other works Dolly was also 
savaged at the rear, when Lees was nerfed by 
Dave Brodie’s Mazda RX8 and lost his place as a 
result, the Japanese car staying third in class 
with Lees a promising fourth, passing Colin 
Vandervell’s Capri after a good battle. 

The other race was the most tedious of the day. 
The Toyota Celica GT's of Win Percy and Barrie 
Williams cruised round in the first two places, 
“Whizzo” unable to stay with Win after inheritin, 
the latter’s distributor trouble from practice. Bill 
Sydenham in the third Toyota held off Bernard 
Unett’s class-winning Hillman Avenger 1300 GT 
for third overall, the latter retaining his strangle- 
hold on the championship, although the speed of 
Marc Smith’s Renault 5TRS after a push-start 
until the engine blew up, suggests that Unett 
might be beaten yet before the season is over. The 
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MALLORY PARK continued 


Mini-Cooper ‘S’ of Dave Hedges chased Peter 
Hilliard’s Alfa Romeo Junior until it ran out of 
petrol, while the Alfa was disqualified by the 
Mallory Park weighbridge for excessive lightness, 
handing second in class to Jon Dooley’s Alfasud 
Ti after Derek Lawrence’s Ti had burned out a 
plug and John Myerscough had stuffed the 
Westune one at the hairpin. 

With a rebuilt engine, John Bright was back on 
form in his Fewins Royale RP21 to lead the first 
heat for the Formula Ford 1600s almost through- 
out. Championship leader David Kennedy 
(Crosslé 30F) snatched the lead at the Esses on 
lap 5, and for a time on the last lap, but it was 
Bright just ahead at the flag after a superb duel. 
Another driver to return to form was Rick Morris, 
who drove a storming race in the second heat to 
lead all the way in his Oceanair Hawke DL15 from 
such worthies as Yves Sarazin (Tiga) and the sim- 
ilar yellow DL15s of Derek Warwick (who never 
recovered from a bad start) and Derek Daly (who 
had the wrong gear ratios). Second on the road, 
just holding off the Frenchman, was South 
African Kenny Gray in his Scorpion Royale RP21, 
but a penalty for jumping the start dropped him 
to seventh. , 

The final was a straight fight between Bright 
and Sarazin, after Morris had been bumped into 
the Armco at the start by Bernard Devaney’s 
Hawke and Kennedy had been badly boxed in on 
Stebbe by a mass of yellow DL15s. Several times 
Sarazin hit Bright hard at the hairpin but the Lei- 
cester driver held on despite these Gallic on- 
slaughts and was a delighted winner by 0.4sec. 
Totting up the points as he went, Kennedy drove 
a breathtaking race from seventh through to 
third, taking liberties and people on all sides in 
the most unlikely places and setting fastest lap in 
the process, while hardly anyone else was able to 
overtake the man in front, the yellow Hawkes fin- 
ishing in the order Daly, Devaney, Morris with 
deranged handling after the bump, and Warwick, 
out of the points when a front brake pipe burst 
near the end. Gray never made up for a poor grid 
position sufficiently to catch the leaders but it 
was a brave try to come from 15th on the grid to 
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espite a dreadful start, Peter Slade succeeded 
in catching and passing all the other Mazda RX3s 
with his RX2 in the first Radio One event, draw- 
ing away to win comfortably in the absence of 
John Brindley, whose new engine had blown on 
the brake a couple of days earlier. Paul Haywood- 
Halfpenny’s early lead faded away with the power 
from his engine to fourth at the finish behind Eric 
Cook and Ron Freeman, all in RX8s. There was 
much anguish in the bargain basement this week. 
Danny Alderton protested most of Trevor 
Moore’s Avenger in the morning and then drove 
into him at the hairpin in the race, eliminating 
Moore and winning himself the class until the 
Stewards disqualified him and pore victory to the 
other Honda Civic of Pete Smith. 

After the larger RAC saloons, all their Radio 
One equivalents could offer was a startline shunt 
caused by the ridiculously slow start from the 
second row of novice Gilbert Greenall in an Opel, 
which eliminated John Cooper’s Capri and Tony 
Hill’s Dolomite Sprint, and caused the race to be 
red-flagged. Greenall never showed his practice 
speed in the re-run (wonder why?). It was won by 
Derrick Brunt (Manitou BMW 3.0 Si), while prov- 
ing it was BMW week this time was Simon 
Watson in the L&G Fire Protection car who took 
second, although both were being caught on the 
last lap by Tony Lanfranchi in the Marshall- 
Wingfield Opel Commodore, which had earlier dis- 
posed of Brian Pepper’s similar car at the hairpin. 
Gerry Marshall had his second class win of the 
day, with the Hamilton Motors Magnum this 
time, setting a Kleber RS record in the process. 

The eound of the BRSCC Modified Sports car 
championship was run for the Polydor srephy 
and it went easily to Jon Fletcher’s Elan (which he 

romises to paint in the next two weeks!) after 
Brian Murphy’s glistening E-type had lost its 
early lead when a lead fell off the petrol pump. 
Ken Allen in the ASM Clan Crusader proved he 
can do it south of Leeds too by not only mopping 
up the 1150cc class but also taking second overall 
ahead of the closely following John Bury (imma- 
culate Elan), Robin Gray (rebuilt Morgan Plus 8) 
and Andrew Smith (ASM Elan). Gordon Howie’s 
Midget was sixth and a convincing winner of the 
1500cc class, equalling the class record, as did 
Allen. 

In the face of unwise moves to change the 
formula for next year, the Clubman’s Sports fully 
modified cars produced the fastest race of the day 
and a really magnificent contest’ for the lead 
between the U2s of Nick Adams and Malcolm 
Jackson. Although Adams was never actually 
passed by Jackson, it was desperately close at 
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times and the only regret was that someone 
decided to penalize Jackson for allegedly jumping 
the start, which dropped him to fourth behind the 
battling Martin Mansell (U2) and Peter Deal (Pink 
Panther Gryphon). Let’s hope this excellent class 
of racing does not succumb to the threat of 
another dead-end sports car formula. ... 

The ShellSport Escorts were wheeled out for an 
assortment of Leicester drivers assembled by 
Radio Leicester, together with those old 
favourites ey, Lanfranchi, Barrie Williams, 
Gerry Marshall (who opted out when his car 


RAC Keith Prowse Touring Car Championship, round 8 
Mallory Park, August 
20 laps, 27 miles 


er 1600cc 
1, Tom Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 18m 14.0s, 88.85mph; 
2, Chris Craft (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 18m 14.6s; 
3, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 18m 18.2s; 
4, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri II), 18m 19.4s; 
5, Richard Lloyd ee Opel Commodore GS/E), 18m 26.8s; 
6, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 18m 28.2s; 

7, Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 18m 34.6s; 8, Dave 
Brodie (2.3 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 18m 39.0s; 9, Geoff Lees (2.0 
ala Dolomite Sprint), 18m 41.0s; 10, Colin Vandervell (3.0 
Ford Capri Il), 18m 43.2s. 

2301 to : 1, Walkinshaw, 88.85mph; 2, Craft; 3, Spice; 4, 
Woodman; 5, Lloyd; 6, Vandervell. Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, Craft 
and Spice, 53.8s, 90.33mph (record). 

1601 to 2300cc: 1, Marshall, 87.71mph; 2, Rouse; 3, Brodie; 4, 
Lees; 5, Tim Stock (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé); 6, Martin Thomas 
2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint). Fastest lap: Marshall, 54.2s, 

9.67mph (equals record). 


A Upto 1600cc 
1, Win Percy (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 19m 26.4s, 83.33mph; 
2, Barrie Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 19m 28.4s; 
3, Bill Sydenham (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 19m 49.4s; 
4, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman Avenger GT), 19m 50.4s; 
5, Jon Dooley (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud ri im 23.6s; 
6, Adrian Bertorelli (1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior), 19 laps; 
ne Andrew Shanks (1.3 Hillman Avenger 
ishers. 

1301 to 1600cc 1, Percy, 83.33mph; 2, Williams; 3, Sydenham; 
only starters. Fastest lap: Percy, 57.2s, 84.97mph. 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Unett, 81.65mph; 2, Dooley; 3, Bertorelli; 4, 
Shanks; only finishers. Fastest lap: Unett and Marc Smith (1.3 
Renault 5TRS), 58.6s, 82.93mph (record). 

Formula Ford 1600, heat 1 (7 laps), 1, John Bright (Royale-Smith 
RP21), 6m 2.4s, 93.87mph; 2, David heanedy (Crosslé-Minister 
30F), 6m 2.6s; 3, Bernard Devaney (Hawke-Minister DL15), 6m 
3.4s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, 50.2s, 96.81mph. f 

Formula Ford 1600, heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 6m 1.8s, 94.03mph; 2, Ives Sarazin (igs Rowland 76FF), 6m 
2.4s; 3, Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister 5), 6m_3.8s. Fastest 
i s peewick and Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 50.4s, 

.81mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Bright, 12m 47.6s, 94.97mph; 2, Sarazin, 12m 48.0s; 3, 
Kennedy, 12m 49.4s; 4, Daly, 12m 50.6s; 5, Devaney, 12m 50.8s; 6, 


KNOCKHILL 


iT), 19 laps; only fin- 


proved too slow) and Bernard Unett, who prob- 
ably qualified under both descriptions. While the 
old hands got on with it, encouraged by Stan 
Clark and John Bright, the local lads generally 
misbehaved and brought the race to an abrupt 
halt on the seventh lap when they charged the 
Esses bank four abreast in reverse. No-one was 
hurt, but it was a pity the race did not complete 
the full distance to see just how many more places 
Bright, who shared a new record for these cars 
with ‘“‘Whizzo’’, would have made up. 


IAN TETCHMARSH 


Morris, 12m 52.6s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, 50.0s, 97.20mph. 

Radio Leicester ShellSport Escorts (7 laps): 1, Tony Lanfranchi, 
7m 37.6s, 74.34mph; 2, Barrie Williams, 7m 37.6s; 3, Bernard 
Unett, 7m 38.2s; 4, John Bright, 7m 39.0s; 5, Stan Clark, 7m 39.4s; 
6, Roger Turner, 7m 46.6s. Fastest lap: Williams and Bright, lm 
4.0s, 75.93mph (record). 

BBC Radio One c 


Car rsstarsiaiee ip round up to 
£2000 (10 laps): 1, Peter Slade (2.3 Mazda RX2 Coupé), 10m 2b as, 
78.03mph; 2, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 26.0s; 3, Ron 
Freeman (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 31.2s; 4, Paul Haywood-Half- 
penny (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 34.2s. £1601 to £2000 1, Slade, 
78.03mph; 2, Cook;3, Freeman. Fastest lap: Slade, 1m 0.6s, 
80.20mph. Up to £1600: 1, Peté Smith ae Honda Civic), 
75.14mph; 2, Roger Turner (1.2 Lada 1200); 3, Wendy Markey (1.2 
Lada1200). Fastest lap: Danny Alderton, 1m 3.2s, 76.90mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championgp round over 
£2000 (10 laps): 1, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 9m 59.4s, 
81.08mph; 2, Simon Watson (3.0 BMW Si), 9m 59.8s; 3, Tony 
Lanfranchi gs Opel Commodore GS/E), 10m 0.6s; 4, Brian Pepper 
ee Opel modore GS/E), 10m 8.8s. Over £2400: 1, Brunt, 

1.08mph; 2, Watson; 3, Lanfranchi. Fastest lap: Brunt, Watson and 
Lanfranchi, 58.8s, 82.65mph. £2001 to £2400: 1, Gerry Marshall 
(2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 79.49mph; 2, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vaux- 
hall Magrium Coupé); 3, Andrew Major (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum 
Coupé). erestlen: rshall, 59.6s, 81.54 (record). 

Polydor Records Trophy, BRSCC Modified Sports Car Champion- 
ship round (10 laps): 1, Jon Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan 26R), 8m 50.2s, 
91.66mph; 2, Ken Allan (1.1 Clan Crusader), 8m 54.8s; 3, John Bury 
(1.8 Lotus Elan), 8m 56.4s; 4, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 8m 
56.6s. Over 2000cc: 1, Gray, 90.67mph; 2, Richard Gamble (4.5 
Jaguar E); only finishers. Fastest lap: Gray, 52.4s, 92.75mph. 1501 
‘to 2000cc: 1, Fletcher, 91.66mph; 2, Bury; 3, Andrew Smith (1.6 
Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: Fletcher, 51.8s, 93.82mph. 1151 to 1500cc 
class: 1, Gordon Howie (1.5 MG Midget); 88.65mph; 2, John Wilms- 
hurst (1.5 MG Midget); 3, Richard Ward (1.4 MG Midget). Fastest 
lap: Howie, 53.4s, 91.01mph (equals record). Up to 1150cc: 1, Allen, 
90.87mph; 2, Andrew paley G1 Austin-Healey Sprite Mk1); 3, 
Steven Roberts (1.1 Mini-Marcos). Fastest lap: Allen, 52.2s, 
93.10mph (equals record): 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubman's Sports Championship round (10 
laps): 1, Nick Adams (Mallock U2-Davron Mk18), 7m 41.0s, 
een Be 2, Martin Mansell (Mallock U2-Abbott Mk16), 7m 47.6s; 
3, Peter Deal (Gryphon-Abbott ere), 7m _48.8s; 4, Malcolm Jackson 
(Mallock U2-Arden/Holbay Mk14), 7m 52.2s; 5, Creighton Brown 
Mallock U2-Swindon Mk17B), 7m 55.2s; 6, Tim Gath (Mallock U2- 

avron Mk16), 7m 56.8s. Fastest lap: Adams and Jackson, 45.4s, 
107.05mph. 


Double for Robertson 


From a somewhat sparse entry, the Lothian 
CC laid on a six-event programme of races 
on Sunday at Knockhill, providing Jimmy 
Robertson with a couple of victories in the 
Special Saloon events in his Avenger-Lotus, 
despite the car’s new engine shedding some 
sump-bolts in both races. Stu Lawson was 
relegated to second place, due to a jump- 
start penalty, behind Duncan Hall in a 
similar Hawke DLI15, after leading both 
Formula Ford 1600 events. From the half- 
dozen Production Saloons which started, 
Nial Mulloy hauled the Toyota Celica GT 
away from the mid-race mélée, and in this 
was emulated by Bob Rollo, who won the 
Libre event handsomely with his Lotus 69. 
The meeting, run under cloudy skies, started with 
Jimmy Robertson taking a runaway victory in the 
first Special Saloons event, Lawrence Jacobsen 
keeping his Imp in second place, in front of the 
Drambuie car of Ian Forrest, who had over- 
whelmed the Colvend Mini of Eric Patterson. 
Hugh Chalmers’s Imp dropped to fifth spot when 
Ricky Gauld spun his Stilletto at the first corner 
of the race. 

Hawke cars dominated the FF races, with Stu 
Lawson, out to make amends for his Ingliston 
débacle the previous weekend, thrusting his DL15 
away from the field to lead the similar cars of 
Duncan Hall and George Franchitti. David Philp 
(DL12A) was a fine fourth, as Bryan Gowan’s 
DL12 fended off the DL11 ef McMillan. 

Nial Mulloy eased his Celica away from Ian 
Gardner in a similar car, never to be challenged 
for the Prod Saloon race, as Andrew Small was 
urging his Capri through, having started from the 
back of a six-car grid. By mid-race he was chal- 
lenging for second place in company with the 
Mazda of Vic Covey, until Gardner spun his 
Celica at the hairpin, apparently contacting the 
Capri. The Ford was promptly retired, and was 
joined by the Mazda of Tom Meldrun, leaving 
Covey the only other finisher! 

The Libre race was dominated throughout by 
the Lotus 69 of Bob Rollo from the neat Ensign- 
Holbay of Ted Dzierzek, leaving Charlie Munro to 


stave off the attentions of sundry Formula Fords 
and sports cars. The hillclimber eventually got 
the message in his Chevron B25 to leave David 
Philp (FF hawke) and the Lotus Elan of John 
Mackie in fourth and fifth places. 

The second heat for the Special Saloons was a 
repeat of the first, even to the Avenger shedding 
its new sump-bolts, but Robertson was out on his 
own. Forrest and Jacobsen were going hammer 
and tongs in the Imps until both suffered throttle 
breakages. 

The final event for the FF 1600s was led initially 
by the Hawke of Franchitti, Lawson making a 
demon start but being docked 10secs. But he 
stormed through to lead on the road from Duncan 
Hall, with David Brotherston (Hawke DL11) 


‘managing to keep the DL12 of Bryan Gowan at 


bay at fourth and fifth. 
BILL HENDERSON 


Special Saloons, heat 1 (12 laps): 1, Jimmy Robertson (1.6 Hillman 
Avenger), 12m 54.2s, 71.93mph; 2, Laurence Jacobsen (1.0 Hillman 
Imp), 13m 15.6s; 3, lan Forrest (ie Hillman Imp), 13m 16.8s; 3, Eric 
Patterson (1.3 _Mini-Cooper S), 13m 35.2s. Over 1000cc: 1, 
Robertson, 2, Patterson, 3, Robert Milne (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). 
Fastest lap: Robertson, 1m 2.6s, 74.10mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, 
Jacobsen, 2, Forrest, 3, Hugh Chalmers (1.0 Hillman Imp). Fastest 
lap: Forrest, 1m 4.6s, 71.82mph. 

Special Saloons, heat 2 (12 laps): 1, Jimmy Robertson (1.6 Hillman 
Avenger), 13m 0.2s, 71.37mph; 2, Eric Patterson (1.3 Mini-Cooper 
S), 13m 35.6s; Ricky Gauld (1.0 Sunbeam Stiletto), 13m 37.8s; 4, 
Robert Milne (1.3 Mini Cooper S), 13m 37.4s. Over 1000cc: 1, 
Robertson, 2, Milne, 3, Patterson. Fastest lap: Robertson, 1m 3.0s, 
73.62mph. Upto 1000ce: 1, Gauld, 2, Forrest, 3, Angus Young (1.0 
Mini). Fastest lap: Forrest, 1m 3.4s, 73.14mph. 3 
rn Speci | Saloons, aggregate: 1, Robertson, 2, Patterson, 3, Gauld, 

, Milne. 


Formula Ford, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Stu Lawson (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 10m 22.0s, Eesompn, 2, Duncan Hall (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 10m 26.2s; 3, George Franchitti (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 10m 
33.0s. Fastest lap: Lawson, 1m 1.0s, 76.02mph. 3 

Formula Ford, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Duncan Hall (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 10m 22.4s, 74.56mph; 2, Stu Lawson (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 10m 28.6s; 3, David Brotherston ae holar DL12), 
10m 38.8s; 4, Bryan Gowans (Hawke-Scholar DL12), 10m 39.0s. 
Fastest lap: Lawson, 1m 0.6s, 76.56mph. 

Formula Ford, aggregate: 1, Hall, 2, Lawson, 3, Gowans, 4, 


Brotherston. ; 

Production Saloons (12 laps): 1, Nial Mulloy (Toyota Celica GT), 
14m 31.0s, 63.93mph; 2, Vic Covey (Mazda a 14m 50.2s; no 
other finishers. Fastest laps: over £2001, Mulloy, 1m 104s, 
65.91 mph; up to £2000, Covey and Tom Meldrum (Mazda RX3), 1m 
12.00s, 64.45mph. 

Formule Libre (12 laps): 1, Bob Rollo (1.6 Lotus 69), 11m 38.6s, 
80.63mph; 2, Ted Dzierzek (1.6 Ensign-Holbay), 12m 19.0s; 3, 
Charlie Munro (Chevron B25), 11 laps; 4, David Philp (FF Hawke- 
Scholar DL12), 11 laps. Fastest lap: Rollo, 56.4s, 82.26mph. 
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Charnell home — but not dry 


The proposed eight race Oceanair Sports 
Car ““Summernationals” meeting at BARC 
Thruxton on August Bank Holiday Sunday 
was nearly a washout. Twice in three 
months it has rained at the Hampshire 
circuit and on both occasions it has caused 
disruption to the racing programme. The 
monsoon fell half way through the pro- 
gramme just as the 2 litre sports cars were 
due to race. After two warm up laps Iain 
McLaren stopped his Chevron on the front 
row of the grid, took off his helmet, and then 
drove into the paddock followed by Tony 
Norton’s Gryphon. After consultation with 
John Lepp it was decided to delay the start 
but even half an hour later the circuit was 
still saturated. With obligations to the 
ublic, sponsors, and the drivers, the BARC 
tewards decided to continue with three of 
the remaining races (shortened) while the 
non championship Formula Ford race was 
abandoned. 
Alan Baillie’s Championship leading Viking 
looked ‘to have the Varley Batteries Monoposto 
race sewn up by the second lap but gearbox 
trouble slowed him enough to allow “The 
Streaker” to close in his immaculate Lotus 35. 
Baillie hogged the inside line into Club each lap 
but “The Streaker” sneaked by at the complex on 
the last lap as Baillie struggled to find a gear. The 
Lotus led over the line by half a second to give 
John Fenning and Stockbridge Racing a popular 
victory. Novice Peter Gillett had a promising race 
in third in the ex-Woody Harris Genie, the former 
kartist keeping away from David Coombs’ Manta 
76X (a rapid rebuild after his accident at Oulton 
Park — the new car giving handling problems) 
who diced with Robin Strange’s Brabham BT23 
until two laps from the end when Strange lost 
ground after being held up by a backmarker in the 
chicane. 

With DJM Formula Ford Championship leader 
Derek Warwick busy elsewhere, Rod Bremner and 
Jim Walsh had an ideal opportunity to close the 
points nae Walsh eae his joker but was 
troubled by a misfire in practice but still set 
fastest time and in another unofficial session a 
Super Vee car spun in front of him at Church 
forcing the Royale onto the grass. Bremner forced 
by on the inside of Club at the start with Walsh, 
Mark Syms (Hawke DL 15), Don Sobering (Crosslé 
30F), David Heale (Reynard 75F), Frank Bayes 
(Image FF2B), John Peters (Jomic), and David 
McPherson (Van Diemen FR76) in line astern. 
Someone dropped a lot of oil at Campbell on the 
fourth lap which threw Walsh and Syms into 


38 


spins on the next lap while Bremner skittered 
sideways into the lead. Fellow Canadian Don 
Sobering was closing the gap towards the end as 
Bremner eased off secure in the lead for his fourth 
DJM win in a row. Behind the Canadian 
Crosslé/Rowland duo came David Heale, still with 
brake trouble, and he might have been closer had 
he not damaged his Reynard’s nose on the first 
lap by running into the rear of Bayes’ Image at 
Campbell as Bayes searched for a Gear. Walsh 
recovered to take fourth with a badly misfiring 
engine with Syms, Bayes, McPherson, and Peters 
having lonely races in the positions behind. 

The Leyland Mini 1000 race turned out to be a 
cracker with Mike Curnow starting near the back 
of the grid after his new downdraught Longman 
Mini caught fire during practice. At the end of lap 
one he was up to an incredible sixth behind the 
mammoth dice for first led by Alan Curnow (in his 
1975 Championship winning car), Steve Harris, 
Ian Briggs, Geoff Robson, and Eric Groves. 
Groves lost ground on the second lap as Mike 
Curnow smashed the class record and joined the 


tremendous dice for the lead. By lap four Mike: 


had threaded his way to the front while brother 
Alan held off the two Harris cars of Steve Harris 
and Briggs. Robinson retired after the fuel pump 
packed up and on the penultimate lap the two 
Longman cars of the Curnow brothers led with 
the two Harris cars right behind. But it was Alan 
who led over the line on the last lap (his ribs were 
strapped up after his 1275GT accident at Lydden) 
with Mike second and earning the Driver of the 
Day award and closing to within two points of Ian 
Briggs who finished with the same time despite 
gearbox problems. Steve Harris coasted into the 
pits on the last lap out of petrol! Groves took 
ourth while Derek May got the better of Phil 
Spurling to take fifth. 

Peter White stormed into the lead of the com- 
bined Super Vee/Formula 4 race and it took five 
laps for John Morrison’s Vortex Lola T326 to 
latch onto the Royale RP19. White was experi- 
encing severe cutting out problems in a straight 
line with his bitza 1974 ex-Barnett engine and 
Morrison took the lead on lap seven and held it 
until the end with White finishing on the same 
time. Ronnie Grant’s Taurus M24 held third after 
Bruce Venn’s Elden blew up with Mark Litch- 
field’s Elden always challenging and indeed two 
laps from the end Litchfield snatched third from 
Grant. John Brown took time to acclimatise him- 
self to the circuit but with Ken Crook spinning his 
Lotus while leading and Bill Cowling blowing the 
engine of his Delta after missing a gear, the 
Championship leader came through to take the 
Formula 4 class from a subdued Roy Lewington. 
Brown smashed the old class record despite the 
circuit being slippery as the first spots of rain fell. 


oe oe: Ra ere” 
Tony Charnell tip-toed his Chevron B31 around the drenched Hampshire circuit to an easy victory. 


The delayed RAC 2 litre sports car race eventu- 
ally got underway with Richard Jenvey’s Vogue 
being the only notable non starter since the team 
had no wet tyres. The race, held in memory to 
Richard Sutherland, still qualified for RAC 
Championship points despite it falling a long way 
below the 50 miles distance. Iain McLaren’s 
Chevron B26 led the first two laps by a small 
margin from John Lepp with Ian Bracey third at 
the end of the first lap in the Chandler Ibec Lola 
T294S, still in Le Mans trim. Tony Charnell had 
spun his Chevron B81 at the very first corner but 
even starting very-much last he was still up to 
fifth, just ahead of David Orbell’s Clubmans 
Mallock, at the end of the opening lap. With Lepp 
oe aay back and Bracey making a hasty pit 
visit, harnell charged after fellow Scot, 
McLaren, and inevitably took the lead at half 
distance. McLaren hung-on well until he spun at 
Cobb, then closed the gap but spun at Allard. 
Still, he recovered and had chopped the gap to 
Charnell to five seconds by the start of the last 
lap. Unfortunately he hit the barrier hard at 
Goodwood on the last lap, thankfully with no 
injury to his person. Charnell took a well deserved 
victory with Lepp a long, long, way behind in 
second. Sid Marler fared better than most to 
bring his Clubmans Gryphon through to third 
ahead of David Orbell while water troubled Ian 
Harrower’s Chandler Ibec Lola T294S a lap 
behind in fifth and Colin Emery’s nice Rawlson 
two laps behind in sixth never sounded as though 
it had more than two cylinders. 

On a dry circuit the Hitachi Special Saloon Car 
race promised much — especially as Rob Mason’s 
well prepared Bevan Imp had smashed the class 
record during its debut practice at Thruxton. No 
wonder George Bevan is always smiling. Mason 
got the most traction to lead Brian Prebble and 
Jeff Ward (both Imps) but he had to give way to 
Ward on lap two who then used his circuit knowl- 
edge to pull away. Mason held off Prebble until 
Club on the last lap when the Hartwell Imp 
slipped through to take second. John Homewood 
was always a second behind in fourth while David 
Enderby’s incredible 850cc Mini held fifth 
throughout and the class lead, but the class 
record remained intact with the poor road 
conditions. 

With the curfew hour of 6.30 fast approaching 
the BARC started the Oceanair Clubmans race 
with no idea of the number of laps. The race was 
to be stopped at 6.27 and with this in mind 17- 
year-old Steve Farthing slithered off the second 
row in his Mallock to take the lead from Alex 
Ferrada. Although close behind Ferrada could not 
pass Farthing and had to be content with second 
at the end of three laps. Don Farthing drove from 
the back of the pre through to third after his 
Holbay engine had bits in the carb during 


practice. 
COLIN MASTERMAN 


Varley Batteries Monoposto Championship Race (8 laps): 1, “The 
Streaker” (Lotus 35), 11m _11.0s, 101.12mph; 2, Alan Baillie (Viking 
1A), 11m 11.6s; 3, Peter Gillett (Genie Mk13), 11m 12.8s; 4, David 
Coombs (Manta 75B), 11m 29.0s; 5, Robin Strange (Brabham 
BT23), 11m 31.2s; 6, Trevor Scarratt (Brabham BT21B), 11m 54.8s. 
Fastest lap: Baillie and '‘The Streaker”, 1m 22.4s, 102.93mph. 

DJM Formula Ford Championship Race (10 laps): 1, Rod Bremner 
(Crosslé 30F Rowland), 14m 44.4s, 95.92mph; 2, Don Soberin, 
perce 30F Rowland), 14m 45.0s, 3, David Heale (Reynard 75 

‘owland), 14m 50.6s; 4, Jim Walsh (Royale RP21 cholar), 14m 
54.8s; 5, Mark Syms (Hawke DL15 GGS), 14m 58.6s; 6, Frank Bayes 
(linage ree Minister), 15m 01.6s. Fastest lap: Bremner, 1m 26.6s, 

-94mph. 

Leyland Cars Mini 1000 Challenge Race nom 1, Alan Curnow 
enenen Mini), 13m 16.8s, 85.16mph; 2, Mike Curnow (Longman 

ini), 13m 19.2s; 3, lan Briggs (Harris Wells 13m 19.2s; 4, Eric 
Groves (Mini), 13m 27.8s; 5, Derek May (C. May Motors Mini), 13m 
33.6s; 6, Phil Spurling (Oselli Mini), 13m 34.2s. Fastest lap: Mike 
Curnow, 1m 36.8s, 87.62mph, new record. 

1976 VW Silver et ormula Super-Vee and 1976 National 
Formula 4 Championship Races (10 laps), overall and Formula 
Super-Vee: 1, John Morrison (Lola T326 Daghorn), 14m 17.4s, 
98.92mph; 2, Peter White (Royale RP19 Norvic), 14m 17.4s; 3, Mark 
Litchfield (Elden PRA 19 Rolt), 14m 26.6s; 4, Ronnie Grant (Taurus 
M24 Rolt), 14m 27.8s; 5, Alan Smith (Modus M2 Rolt), 14m 57.0s; 6, 
Mike Tobbitt (Lola T7250 Daghorn), 14m 59.2s. Fastest lap: 
Morrison, 1m 23.6s, 101.45mph. Formula 4: 1, John Brown (Delta 
IRF4 Richardson), 15m 040.2, 93.82mph; 2, Roy Lewington 
Brabham BT28); 3, Lew Wright (March 713M Lucas); 4, Eddie 

leasell (Brabham BT38C). Fastest lap: Brown, im 25.0s, 
99.78mph, new record. 

Oceanair 2 Litre RAC Sports Car Chanehneliy Race (12 laps): 
Overall: 1, Tony Charnell (2.0 Chevron B31 FVC), 21m 08.4s, 
80.24mph; 2, John Lepp (March 755 Hart), 22m 01.6s; 3, Sid Marler 

1.6 Gryphon C75 Davron), 22m 33.2s; 4, David Orbell (Mallock 

k16 Richardson), 21m 32.6s, 11 laps: 5, lan Harrower (Lola T294S 
FVC), 22m 31.2s; 6, Colin Emery (Rawison 75S Richardson FVC), 
22m 18.4s, 10 laps. Fastest lap: lain Curnow (Chevron B26 Hart), 
1m 34.8s, 89.47mph. 2 Litre Sports Cars: 1, Tony Charnell; 2, John 
Lepp; 3, lan Harrower; 4, Colin Emery. Clubmans Sports Cars: 1, Sid 
Marler, 75.21mph; 2, David Orbell; 3, Alan White (Mallock Mk16 


-Holbay). Fastest lap: Marler, 1m 39.8s, 84.99 


mph. 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship face (8 laps), overall 
and 851 to 1000cc: 1, Jeff Ward Ee Hillman Imp), 8m 41.6s, 
81.30mph; 2, Brian Prebble (1.0 Hillman imp), 8m 51.0s; 3, Rob 
Mason (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 8m 51.2s; 4, John Homewood (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 8m 52.4s. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m 41.4s, 63.64mph. U 
to 850cc: 1, David Enderby (Mini), 9m 19.8s, 75.76mph; 2, Geoff 
Gilkes (Mini Imp); 3, Clifford Watts (Hillman Imp). Fastest lap: 
Enderby, 1m 50.0s, 77.11mph. 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship Race (3 laps): 1, Steve 
Farthing (Mallock Mk16B Davron), 5m 32.2s, 76.59mph; 2, Alex 
Ferrada (Mallock Mk 16 Davron), 5m 33.0s; 3, Don Farthing (Mallock 
MK16E Holbay), 5m 41.2s; 4, Nick Linney (Mallock Mk14/16), 5m 
49.2s; 5, Peter Clark (Centaur Mk15B Scholar), 5m 51.8s; 6, Robin 
Henderson (Mallock Mk16), 5m 54.2s. Fastest lap: Don Farthing and 
Steve Farthing, 1m 47.2s, 79.12mph. 
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LLANDOW 


Narrow win 
for Skinner 


The South Wales AC’s Bank Holiday 
Monday meeting at Llandow was rather 
spoiled by rain in the morning, during which 
the drivers spent more time battling with 
the elements than trying to set competitive 
times, but happily the circuit dried out after 
lunch in time for the first race to begin. John 
Skinner (Dulon) narrowly won the Welsh 
Championship Formula Ford 1600 round, 
while Bill Cox with his thundering Capri- 
Chevrolet V8 proved too fast for the rest of 
the Special Saloon field, and Eddie Heasell’s 
l-litre Brabham beat off a bevy of Formula 
Fordsters to take the Libre spoils. 


After one lap of the Formula Ford 1600 Welsh 
championship round, Steve Lincoln in his Royale 
RP21 was leading Terry Richards (Merlyn 
Mk11A) by a car’s length, but on the third lap, at 
Devil’s Elbow, this position was reversed. Lincoln 
pressed hard, only to lose second place after 
spinning on Devil’s, leaving the way open for 
John Skinner in a Dulon MP15 to closed rapidly 
on Lincoln. The battle for the lead continued right 
to the chequered flag, with Skinner crossing the 
line a aad in front of Richards. Third place went 
to David Llewellyn (Royale RP21) who, after a dis- 
appointing practice time and a bad start, forced 
his way through the field to challenge the leaders 
in the latter half of the race. 

With the second race came Bill Cox in his 7.6- 
litre Capri, who stormed away to lead the first lap 
followed closely by the popular Chris Sims in his 
recently rebuilt Vauxhall Magnum, and Basil 


Dagge in his seemingly outclassed 998 Imp. On 
the fourth lap, Sims nosed his way into the lead 
by outbraking Cox at Devil’s. There then followed 
a racelong tussle between Sims and Cox for first 
place, while Dagge was battling for third with 
John ay in the faithful Morgan of Risca Mk1 
Jaguar. The last lap saw Cox returning the com- 
pliment and outbraking the Magnum at Devil’s to 
win by just over a second; Morgan came in third, 
now well in front of Dagge. 

The race for rally cars and 850cc Special 
Saloons was dominated by Norman Harvey in his 
Rockey-prepared Mk2 Escort and Terry Brown in 
his Mk1 Escort 1800. By the tenth lap, these two 
were well clear of the rest of the field, obviously 
enjoying their private duel through the tail- 
enders. Eventually, Harvey was the victor by 
3secs. Credit must be given to Barry Reece in his 
Greenham Forklift 848 Mini who, after 13 laps of 
excellent driving, worked his way through into a 

sition to challenge Mal Stewart (Escort RS1800) 

or third place. The final two laps saw Reece and 
Stewart locked together until the very last corner, 
where Reece slipped inside Stewart’s line and 
powered through to finish third by a second. 

The Libre race saw Harry Phillips making 
another welcome appearance at the Welsh circuit 
with his McLaren Pegenula 5000 car. Unfortunate- 
ly, he had a very bad start, not leaving the grid 
until the pack, led by Eddie Heasell’s Brabham 
BT88C, were half a lap away. Heasell led the race 
from start to finish with John Skinner (Dulon) and 
David Llewellyn (Royale RP2i) on his tail 
throughout with their FF1600 cars. Meanwhile 
Phillips was working his way through the thin 
field, eventually overtaking Llewellyn for third 
place. Unfortunately, in doing so he put a conrod 
through the block, retiring immediately in a cloud 
of smoke... . 

The handicap race for rally-prepared cars gave 
the crowd another opportunity to witness the 
Harvey/ Brown/ Stewart. trio in action. Harvey, 
last away on handicap, forced his way through the 
field to finish second behind a very on-form Mal 
Stewart, who has at last learned to keep most of 
his four wheels on the circuit. Terry Brown, after 
leaving the grid seconds before Harvey and then 


being passed by him, was soon caught up in the 
battle for the leading positions, but was beaten 
back by both Harvey and Stewart, and finally had 
to settle for third place a second in front of 
Charles Eveson in his Escort RS. A creditable 
drive, too, by Oliver Cheetham in his Le Mans 
Club 998 Mini who, even though hopelessly out- 
classed in terms of power in only his third speed 
event, put on an exhilerating erforthianics in front 
of his home crowd to win his class. 

The handicap race for Special Saloons was won 
by Jack Davies in his 1293 Cooper S, closely 
followed by M. Pearson in another Mini. The 
fastest man in this event was Morgan with the 
Jaguar, who gave another of his dazzling perform- 
ances, pulling through the field from his handicap 
rear-of-the-grid position only to lose third place to 
Peter Gyles in his well-driven 999 Mini. Barry 
Reece, also heavily handicapped, brought his 
Greenham Mini to place 2 secs behind Morgan 
after another spectacular dash through the field. 


ARTHUR TATCHELL 


Welsh Formula Ford Championship round (15 laps): 1, John 
Skinner (Dulon MP15), 9m 46.0s, 92.15mph; 2, Terry Richards 
Merlyn-Rowland Mile 9m 46.2s; 3, David Llewellyn Royale 
cholar RP21), 9m 46.4s; 4, Steve Lincoln (Royale-Nelson RP21), 
9m 53.4s. Fastest lap: not given. , 

Special Saloons (15 laps): 1, Bill Cox (7.6 Ford Capri Chevrolet), 
10m 1.8s, 89.73mph; 2, Chris Sims (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 10m 
3.2s; 3, John Morgan (3.8 cage Mk 1), 10m 12.6s; 4, Basil Dagge 
(1.0 Hillman Imp), 10m 19.2s. Up to 1000cc: 1, Dagge; 2, Bob 
Hemmings (1.0 Mini), 10m 23.0s; 3, Kevin Walsh (1.0 Mini), 10m 
24.6s. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Nolan Pitts (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 
33.6s; 2, M. Pearson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 14 laps; 3, Pete Candy (1.3 
Mini-Cooper S), 14 laps. Over 1300ce: 1, Cox; 2, Sims; 3, Morgan. 

Special Saloons up to 850cc and rally cars (15 laps): 1, Norman 
Harrey (1.9 Ford Escort RS), 10m 30.0s, 85.71 mph; 2, Terry Brown 
oy Ford Escort RS), 10m 33.8s; 3, mer ponce (848 Mini), 10m 

.Os; 4, Mal Stewart (1.8 Ford Escort RS), 10m 51.0s. Special 
Saloons up to 850cc: 1, Reece; 2, Keith Bass (848 Mini), 13 laps; no 
other starters. Rally cars: 1, Harvey; 2, Brown; 3, Stewart. 

Formule Libre (15 laps): 1, Eddie Heasel! (1.0 Brabham BT38C), 
9m_45.8s, 92.18mph; 2, John Skinner (FF Dulon MP15), 9m 48.2s; 
3, David Llewellyn (FF Royale RP21), 9m 50.0s; 4, Jeff Pruden (FF 
py Fees h al take =~ ): 1, Mal Stewart (1.8 Ford 

ally-prepared cars handicap (8 laps): 1, Mal Stewart (1.8 For 
Escort Rey 6m 12.0s, 82.99mph; 2, Norman Harvey (1.9 Ford 
Escort RS), 6m 15.6s; 3, Terry Brown (1.8 Ford Escort RS), 6m 
15.8s; 4, Charles Eveson (1.8 Ford Escort RS),6m16.4s. 

Special Saloons handicap (8 “?_ 1, Jack Davies (1.3 Mini-Cooper 
S), 5m 56.6s, 80.76mph; 2, M. Pearson gs Mini-Cooper S), 5m 
59.0s; 3, Peter Gyles ie Mini-Cooper S), 6m 1.4s; 4, John Morgan 
(3.8 Jaguar Mk1), 6m 4.2s. 


CASTLE COMBE 


Bremner's fifth in a row 


Thankfully the rain just about held off for 
the nine-race BARC championship meeting 
at Castle Combe on Bank Holiday Monday. 
Excellent wins were taken by Rod Bremner 
(his fifth DJM Formula Ford Championship 
win on the trot), who again led a Canadian 
one-two, and Vince Woodman, whose 3.4 
Cologne Capri paralysed the larger Forward 
Trust Special Saloon field, breaking Mick 
Hill’s class record in the process. Other not- 
able victories fell to Roger Saunders 
(Leyland 1275GT), Phil Lloyd (F1300), Chris 
Hague (F750), and Brian Prebble (1-litre 
Forward Trust). 

John Cooper’s Squires Steels 2.8 Porsche 911 
rocketed off pole to take an easy flag-to-flag 
victory in the opening Mod Sports event. Dave 
Bettinson’s Caterham 7 looked secure in second 
until worsening understeer due to a broken front 
spoiler allowed Jon Fletcher’s Elan (an excellent 
start) to close. Bettinson spun down to fourth at 
Tower on the sixth lap, handing second to 
Fletcher who was still using a Mallory diff. Robin 
Gray had a lonely race in fourth behind Bettinson 
with Geoff Weekes’s very fast Vickers Midget 
taking fourth and first in class C follow/ng the 
retirement of Ian Hall’s Minijem early on. 

The under 1-litre Forward Trust Special Saloon 
car race provided a splendid dice between Ginger 
Marshall’s potent Mini Clubman Estate and 
Brian Prebble’s Hartwell Imp. Prebble looked to 
have the upper hand until lap 7, when the Imp 
slowed with jammed throttle slides on the main 
straight. Luckily they freed and Prebble retook 
Marshall, opening a small gap over the last few 
laps. Robin Bastable’s Clements Mini held third 
after his sparring partner, Graham Lavis (Imp) 
retired, while Alan Cooper’s Imp in fourth posi- 
tion had great difficulty in holding off David 
Enderby’s cheeky 850 Mini. Enderby finished 
0.2sec behind, but broke Roger Gill’s class record 
to add to his class win on his first visit to the 
circuit. 

Chris Hague’s monocoque Wessex CH767 
(designed by Peter Chaldicott) pulled away from a 
mammoth five-car dice to take yet another win in 
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the Reliant 750 Championship. Eventually the 
entertaining dice for second sorted itself out with 
Rob Wells’s clever Warren Too retiring with 
engine maladies, leaving the oes and a new 
class record to John Giles (JGS). Bob Simpson’s 
Reliant Special held off a last lap challenge from 
Lyn Evens’s Centaur to take fourth. 

Although Paul Taft was much quicker than 
anyone else during practice for the Leyland 
1275GT race, for three laps he had Roger 
Saunders to contend with. On the fourth lap 
Taft’s Motospeed car emitted a puff of smoke at 
Camp and then expired ey, Roger 
Saunders extended his championship lead by tak- 
ing a well deserved victory but all the excitement 
lay in the battle for second with Alan Curnow, 
Stephen Soper and Jim Burrows battling 


furiously. Soper fell back with yet another loose 
front wheel while Curnow (in some pain with 
damaged ribs) made a mistake on the last lap 
which let Burrows through. Geoff Till headed the 


Rod Bremner scored another copy-book win. 


next dice, with Terry Attoe making an abortive 
“ across the grass at Camp on the last lap and 
only just rejoining in front of Malcolm Leggate. 

Having broken away from the inevitable 
opening lap battle, Rod Bremner dominated yet 
another DJM race and he is now within striking 
distance of Derek Warwick. The other Canadian, 
who has matured a lot recently, Don Sobering 
took another fine second place in his similar 
Crosslé 30F having spent the entire race holding 
off Mark Syms’s Hawke DL15, Syms again show- 
ing race winning form. An entertaining dice for 
third (following the retirement of David Heale 
with a leaking oil radiator after an off-course 
excursion) eventually fell to John Peters’s Jomic, 
ee David Toye’s Royale RP21 and Ian Moore’s 
Dulon. 

John Pearson (Oldham & Crowther Jaguar 
XK120), Peter Foster (Aston Martin DB4), Reg 
Woodcock (Triumph TR3) and John Chatham 
(Austin-Healey 3000) had a merry dice for the 
first three laps before Chatham, as expected, took 
the lead and pulled away to take maximum points 
in the Oldham & Crowther Thoroughbred § orts 
Car race. With the Jaguar struggling, Woodcock 
annexed second with novice Peter Fowler passin, 
the ailing Pearson Jaguar two laps from the en 
to take third. Bruce Brown’s splendid race into 
fifth with his meteoric Elva Courier was one of the 
highlights of the race, the joint Championship 
leader (with Woodcock) breaking yet another 
class record. 

The Formula 1300 Championship race was dis- 
puted throughout by Phil Lloyd’s Nomad and Vic 
Waterhouse’s Mallock Mk14B. After swopping 

laces consistently, championship leader Lloy 

held the advantage over the last three laps and 
equalled the class record with Waterhouse’s 
impetus. Peter Grezlinski (Bladon BRL6) was 
chased home by Peter Skellorn’s Mallock in third, 
a backmarker at Camp on the last lap preventing 
a reversal of positions. John Allen announced his 
retirement from racing during this event, his nice 
Allen having hit the bank at Camp on the first lap 
after taking avoiding action. 

Vince Woodman’s 38.4 Cologne Capri totally 
dominated the over 1-litre Forward Trust saloon 
car race, averaging just over 100mph and break- 
ing the class record in the process.’ Jon 
Buncombe’s Chimp non-started because the gear- 
box broke in practice, and Nick Whiting’s second- 
placed Escort was unable to challenge since this 
was his first real race on the circuit and the Kent 
Messenger/ All Car Equipe car was not handlin 
well. The ever-consistent Tony Sugden held thir 
throughout in his Brook Hire Escort, while 
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Bolwell’s Jaguar XK140, Reade’s Aston Martin DB4. and Allanson’s Healey 3000 Mk1 during the 


Oldham and Crow ther Thoroughbred sports cars race. 


CASTLE COMBE continued 


Graham Goode’s 1.3 Escort-BDA took fourth 
overall and first in class, with a new class record, 
despite oil smoke over the last two laps. 

The non-championship Formula Ford race was 
led all the way.by Miki Dee’s Van Diemen, which 
suffered engine problems during practice, but it 
took three laps before Bob Vicker’s Hawke DL12 
dropped away into second. The two Images of 
Cli. f Webb and Nick Ward came next, a long way 
behind. 

COLIN MASTERMAN 


The welcome presence of Dutch GP winner 
James Hunt added extra spice to the 
Darlington DMC’s traditional Bank 
Holiday Monday Meeting, which had the 
support of Texaco, the Martin Group and 
RAFA. The meeting also had the support of 
1200 spectators, who watched an assortment 
of car and motorcycle racing acrobatics and 


even drum majorettes. The featured Battle - 


of Britain Trophy Libre race came last in the 
long afternoon’s programme, but the duel 
for victory between Derek Cook and Andy 
Barton was well worth waiting for, Cook 
gaining. victory by half a length. 
The opening car race, the Troy Tyre & Auto 
Centre Special Saloons round for the Sid Bushell 
Trophy, was robbed of much interest by the non- 
arrival of Rosemary Smith’s Escort and the non- 
‘starts’ of Jim Evans’s AET Escort Turbo (after a 
practice accident) and Bill Dryden’s Coleman 
Group/SMT Firenza, which suffered serious 
engine bottom end maladies. When James Hunt 
dropped the flag, Peter Pitman’s Escort-F VC had 
the advantage, while pole position holder Doug 
Niven (Border Rievers Escort-F VC) lost a lot of 
time on the first lap, coming past 13th and minus 
his bonnet. Pitman hung on for three laps before 
Doug Emms powered past in his smartly re- 
sprayed yellow and black Camaro Z28. Emms 
ew away slightly for a refreshing win, but the 
excitement lay with Niven as he carved his way 
through the field to snatch second place from 
Pitman on the last lap. Keith Bowmaker was a 
fairly distant fourth in the Track Tune Escort V8, 
and Ian Rogerson’s 1300 mini led the smaller cars 
in sixth place after the retirement of David 
Farrer’s very fast Escort-BDA. Graeme 
Woodhouse’s 1300 mini walloped the chicane on 
lap 4, causing the customary devastation. 

The Texaco Trophy Formula Ford 1600 race 
counted for the Tate Championship, which 
already has been clinched by Peter Harrington. 
However, Harrington’s Praxel Lotus 69F was 
beaten away by Eric Horsfield, who had got his 
sowing acquired Dulon MP17 on pole. Horsfield 
kept Harrington at bay for over a lap, but the 
Lotus, which had had its rear suspension rebuilt 
after the previous week’s Aintree incident, then 
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BARC Modified Sports Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, John 
Cooper (2.8 Porsche 911), 11m 26.0s, 96.56mph; 2, Jon Fletcher 
(1.6 Lotus Elan), 11m 49.0s; 3, Dave Bettinson (1.7 Caterham Super 
7), 12m 08.2s; 4, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 12m 17.2s. Over 
2000cc: 1, Cooper; 2, Gray; 3, Richard Gamble (4.5 Jaguar E). 
Fastest lap: Cooper, 1m 7.0s, 98.87mph. 1501 to 2000cc: 1, 
Fletcher, 93.43mph; 2, Bettinson; 3, Rob Haigh (1.9 MGA). Fastest 
lap: Fletcher, 1m 09.0s, 96.00mph. 1151 to 1500cc: 1, Geoff 
Weekes (1.5 MG Midget), 12m 19.4s, 89.59mph; 2, Keith Ashby (1.3 
MG Midget); 3, Barrie Mutlow C Austin-Healey Sprite). Fastest 
lap: Weekes, 1m 12.4s, 91.49mph. Upto 1150cc: 1, Simon Packford 
tae Davrian Mk7), 12m 28.4s, 88.51mph; 2, Dick Bowdidge (1.0 

avrian Mk1); 3, Steven Roberts (1.1 Mini Marcos). Fastest lap: 
Packford, 1m 13.0s, 90.74mph. 

Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 
laps) — overall and 851 to 1000cc: 1, Brian Prebble (1.0 Hillman 
Imp), 12m 17.8s, 89.78mph; 2, Ginger Marshall (1.0 Mini Clubman 


took over and the Tate Champion pulled out a 
safe margin over Horsfield by the finish. The 
latter ahead of David Leslie’s Crossle 16F, which 
missed the chicane on lap 6 (30secs penalty), and 
Cameron Binnie’s. Coquette Outdoor Pursuits & 
Caravan Park Royale RP21A Mick Starkey, with 
a rather down-on-power engine in the ATS 


‘merlyn, finished a slightly subdued fifth on the 


road, ahead of Dave Manners, who had suffered 
practice gear selector problems on the Nike Mk10. 

Leicester solicitor Richard de la Rue had a most 
impressive virtually flag-to-flag Cooper Oils 
Northern Clubman’s Championship win for the 
John Neadham Trophy, despite a water leak 
which was spraying on to his visor. The U2 Mk16 
was matched away from the start by the similar 
Wallmain sponsored car of John Muirhead, but 
immediately pulled out an advantage over John 
Holroyd’s U2 Mk16/18, which was unchallenged 
for second in the later stages. Behind the Leeds 
Clubmans stalwart a fierce four-car scrap was led 
ae Jim Yardley until the Beagle spun off at the 
chicane on lap 11, which let Tony Norton’s Griffin 
C4A take third from the pursuing Mike Lane 
(U2Mk18) and Muirhead. Most of the Class B men 
circulated in one scrapping bunch but they were 
well behind Ken Brown and Andrew Feather, who 
circulated their: Mk16 Mallocks together in sixth 
and seventh places overall. Chris Hart’s rapid 
LOMEUE was an early casualty with a bad mis- 

ire. 

The Direct Tapes ProdSports cars were run 
with the ModSports contenders for the Martin 
Trophy, the ModSports brigade starting 10secs 
before the balance of the field. Overall, the race 
was a straight fight between Ken Allen’s ASM 
Clan Crusader and Jim Adamson’s Rock 
Engineering Davrian Mk7, the former just 
managing to keep ahead despite a motor which 
was going slightly off-song. The second ASM car, 
Andy Smith’s Elan, ran third throughout ahead 
of Gary Wilson’s Rally Equipe Sprite. Meanwhile, 
among the ProdSports group, Chris Meek, des- 
pite being badly chopped by one of the Burgess 
TVRs away from the start, came steaming 
through the field to take fifth overall and another 
convincing category win with the Biba Europa, al- 
though the TVRs were not far behind. Chris 
Alford (TVR1600M) and “Valli” (Biba Midget) 
had their customary rapid class wins, but Steve 


Estate), 12m 18.2s; 3, Robin Bastable (1.0 Mini), 12m 38.0s; 4, Alan 
Cooper (1.0 Hillman mp). 12m 59.0s. Fastest lap: Prebble, 1m 
12.4s, 91.49mph. Upto c: 1, David Enderby (Mini), 12m 59.2s, 
85.01mph; 2, Peter Harding (Mini); 3, John Routley (Mini). Fastest 
lap: David Enderby, 1m 16.2s, 86.93mph (record). 


Reliant 750 Formula Championship round (10 laps): 1, Chris 
Hague (Wessex Special CH767), 13m 11.6s, 83.68mph; 2, John 
Giles (JGS Mk5B), 13m 12.8s; 3, Bob Simpson (Reliant Special 750), 
13m 15.2s; 4, Lyn Evans (Centaur 750F), 13m 15.4s; 5, Dick Harvey 
Darvey Mk3), 13m 35.4s; 6, Chris Elmes (Maggot Mk111C), 14m 
16.0s. Fastest lap: Giles, 1m 16.8s, 86.25mph (record). 

Leyland 1275GT Mini Championship round (10 laps): 1, Roger 
Saunders, 13m 36.4s, 81.14mph; 2, Jim Burrows, 13m 45.0s; 3, 
Alan Curnow, 13m 46.2s; 4, Geoff Till, 13m 57.6s; 5, Terry Attoe, 
13m_58.0s; 6, Malcolm Leggate,.13m 58.0s. Fastest lap: Saunders 
and Burrows, 1m 20.2s, 82.59mph (establishes record). 


DJM Formula Ford Championship round (10 laps): 1, Rod Bremner 
(Crosslé-Rowland oP 1lm 48.4s, Sp Simph, 2, Don Soberin; 
(Crosslé-Rowland Wt llm 52.2s; 3, Mark Syms (Hawke-GG 

L15), 11m 52.4s; 4, John Peters (Jomic-Stanley Mk3), 11m 54.0s; 
5, David Toye (Royale-Minister RP21), 11m 54.4s; 6, lan Moore 
(Dulon-Nelson MP15), 11m 55.0s. Fastest lap: Syms and Bremner, 
1m 9.4s, 95.45mph. 


Oldham & Crowther Thoroughbred Sports Car Championship 
round (10 laps): 1, John Chatham (3.0 Austin-Healey 3000), 13m 
2.0s, 84.71mph; 2, Reg Mioodeock ee Triumph TR3), 13m 7.6s; 3, 
Peter Foster (3.7 Aston Martin DB4), 13m 12.6s; 4, John Pearson 
Be Jaguar XK120), 13m 13.6s. Over 2701cc: 1, Chatham; 2, 

‘oster; 3, Pearson. Fastest lap: Chatham, 1m 14.2s, 89.27mph. 
1651 to 2700cc: 1, Reg Woodcock, 84.10mph; 2, Andrew Leding- 
ham (2.2 Triumph TR3); only finishers. Fastest lap: Woodcock, 1m 
17.0s, 86.03mph. Up to 1650cc: 1, Bruce Brown (1.6 Elva Courier 
Mk1), 13m 15.2s, 83.30mph; 2, Jeremy Trace (1.6 Elva Courier 
Mk1); 3, Michael Walker (1.6 MGA). Fastest lap: Bruce Brown, 1m 
17.8s, 85.14mph (record). 


National Formula 1300 Championship round (10 laps): 1, Philip 
Lloyd (Nomad Mk2), 11m 53.2s, 92.88mph; 2, Vic Waterhouse 
(Mallock U2 Mk14B), 11m 54.0s; 3, Peter Grzelinski (Bladon rt 
12m 12.6s; 4, Peter Skellorn (Mallock U2 Mk6/8), 12m 13.0s; 5, 
Graham a apeet U2 Mk11B), 12m 20.8s; 6, John Sutton 
Melosh ve k11B), 12m 21.4s. Fastest lap: Lloyd, 1m 09.6s, 

.17mph. 


Forward Trust 1000 Plus Special Saloon Car Championship round 
(10 laps): 1, Vince Woodman (3.4 Ford Capri), 10m 58.4s, 
100.61 mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort), 11m 2.8s; 3, Tony 
Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort), 11m 36.8s; 4, Graham Goode (1.3 Ford 
Escort BDA), 11m 48.6s. Over 1300cc: 1, Woodman; 2, Whiting; 3, 
Sugden. Fastest lap: Woodman, 1m 4.6s, 102.54mph, (record). 
1001 to 1300cc: 1, Goode, 93.48mph; 2, Phil Winter (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S); 3, John Routley (1.3 Mini Cooper S). Fastest lap: Goode, 
1m 8.6s, 96.56mph (record). : 


Formula Ford (8 laps): 1, Miki Dee (Van Diemen-Rowland RF74), 
9m 41.2s, 91.18mph; 2, Bob Vicker (Hawke-Scholar DL12), 9m 
44.6s; 3, Cliff Webb (Image-Scholar FF2B), 9m 57.4s; 4, Nick Ward 
{image Scholar FF2B), 10m 5.0s; 5, Graham Jones (Royale-Scholar 

P16), 10m 15.6s; 6, lan Thomas (!mage-Minister FF2B), 10 43.6s. 
Fastest lap: Dee, 1m 11.2s,93.03mph. - i 


O’Hara suffered no more than shock when he 
rolled his Midget at the long-suffering chicane. 

The latest in the series of Andy Barton (March 
73B/75B) versus Derek Cook (Atlantic Chevron 
B27) confrontations made for an excellent finale, 
for the Battle of Britain Trophy. Andy made a 
slower start than Derek and the resulting advant- 
age for the Chevron driver proved decisive. La 
after lap, and despite being sprayed with oil, 
Barton strove to pass the yellow car, but at the 
line it was Crook by half a length at an extremely 
rapid average. These two were a lap ahead of the 
next finisher, Richard de la Rue’s Clubmans U2 
and Jim Yardley’s Beagle. De la Rue had taken 
over third place after the demise of Dave Muter’s 
Barton Lotus 69 (puncture), and had passed John 
Muirhead’s U2 before the latter dropped back and 
finally retired with a sick engine. 


CHRIS MASON 


Troy Tyre and Auto Centre Special Saloons championship round for 
the Sid Bushnal Trophy (10 laps): 1, Doug Emms (6.1 Chevrolet 
Camaro eee 12m 51.0s, 81.71 mph; 2, Doug Niven (1.9 Ford Escort 
FVC), 12m 55.4s; 3, Peter Titman (1.8 Ford Escort FVC), 12m 58.8s; 
4, Keith Bowmaker (4.7 Ford Escort V8), 13m 11.4s. Fastest lap: 
Niven, 1m 13.8s, 85.37mph. 1001 to 1300ce: 1, lan Rogerson (1.3 
Mini-Cooper 'S'). No other finishers. Up to 1000cc: 1, John Tully 
(Mini-Cooper ‘S'), 72.52mph; 2, Vic Borrowdale (1.0 Mini-Cooper 
S'); 3, Peter Burdis (1.0 Ford Anglia). Fastest lap: Tully, 1m 24.4s, 
74.64mph. Mini Sevens: 1, Phil Hepworth (850 Mini), 59.88mph. No 
other starters. Fastest lap: Hepworth 1m 42.2s, 61.64mph. 

Tate Formula Ford Championship Round (1600) for Texaco 
Trophy. (12 laps): 1, Peter Harrington (Lotus Scholar 69F), 15m 
03.8s, 83.64mph; 2, Eric Horsfield (Dulon Rowland MP17), 15m 
07.6s; 3, Cameron Binny (Royale Minister eu 15m 14.2s; 4, 
Nick Starkey (Merlyn Scholar ee 15m 18.2s; 5, Dave Manners 
Mie Scholar Mk10), 15m 24.6s; 6, Richard Phillip (Crossié Minister 

OF), 15m 30.0s. Fastest lap: Harrington, 1m 13.6s, 85.60mph. 

Cooper Oils Northern Clubmans Championship round for John 
Mesham Trophy (12 laps): Overall and 1600cc fully modified: 1, 
Richard de la Rue (Mallock U2 Ford Mk16), 13m 50.6s, 91.01 mph; 
2, John Holroyd (Mallock U2 Holbay Mk16/18), 14m 06s; 3, ror 
Norton (Gryphon Longman C4A), 14m 09.4s; 4, Mike Lane (Malloc 
U2 Davron Mk18), 14m 10.1s. Fastest lap: de la Rue 1m 07.8s, 
92.92mph. 1600cc FF Engined: 1, Ken Brown (Mallock U2 Rowland 
Mk16), 82.5mph; 2, Andrew Feather (Mallock U2 Brown Mk16); 3, 
Sublegt ton (Mallock U2 Ford Mk 16). Fastest lap: Brown, 1m 14.6s, 

.45mph. 

Direct tapes Prodsports championship round and Modified Sports 
Cars for the Martin Trophy (10 laps): Overall: 1, Ken Allen (1.1 Clan 
Crusader), 12m 48.5s, 82.27mph; 2, Jim Adamson (1.1 Davrian 
ADA Mk7), 12m 48.8s; 3, Andrew Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan), 13m 
00.14s; 4, Garry Wilson (1.5 Austin Healey Sprite), 13m 28.2s. 
Prodsports £3000 to £4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa SP), 
Zen 2, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M7: 3, Rod Gretton 3.0 TV 
3000M). No fastest laps given. £2001 to £3000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 
TVR 1600M) 68.00mph; 2, Tony Blower (1.6 Morgan 4/4). No other 
starters. Upto £2000: 1, ‘Valli’ (1.5 MG Midget) 67.48mph; 2, Dave 
Karaskas (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite); 3, David Dalton (1.3 MG 
Midget). Modsports over 1600cc: 1, Smith 80.36mph; 2, Mike Taylor 
(1.6 Lotus Elan); 3, Fred Cliffe (3.8 Jaguar ‘E’). 1151 to 1500cc: 1, 
Wilson 77.95mph; 2, Ron Harper (1.2 Triumph Spitfire); 3, Eddie 
Falkous (1.5 Ginetta Cosworth G14). Up to 1150cc: 1, Allen; 2, 
Adamson; 3, Brian Stephenson (1.1 Davrian Imp). 

BRSCC Northern F. Libre Chane round for Battle of 
Britain Trophy (15 laps): 1, Derek Cook (1.6 Chevron-Cook BDA 
B27), 16m 01.6s, 98.27mph; 2, Andy Barton (2.0 March Barton BDA 
73B/75B), 16m 01.8s; 3, Richard de la Rue (1.6 Mallock U2 Ford 
Mk16), 14 laps; 4, Jim Yardley (1.6 Beagle Ford Mk3B), 14 laps; 5, 
Graeme Frankland (1.6 verte holar Mk11A), 13 laps. 6, Andrew 
Waining (1.6 Brabham BDA BT 38), 13 laps. Fastest lap: Barton and 
Cook, 1m 02.6s, 100.63mph. 
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SNETTERTON 


Brunt survives G1 mélée 


It rained throughout the BRSCC’s Bank 
Holiday offering at Snetterton last Monday. 
The track became waterlogged and the start 
of the small five race programme, which was 
poor spectator value, was delayed. Luckily 
the racing was mainly close and made up for 
the terrible weather, the highlights being a 
surprise Townsend Thoresen FF victory for 
Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar-RP21) and the 
second Radio One Production Saloon win of 
the weekend for Derrick Brunt (BMW 3.0Si). 
A round of the Mini 850 Challenge opened the 
meeting. The grid positions were arranged with 
the points leader on pole and second man next to 
him and so on as the organisers were working 
without a full complement of timekeepers and no 
eae times were recorded. Terry Pudwell 

eaded the field into Riches on the first lap but by 
halfway round that tour Graham Wenham had 
taken a lead that he held to the chequered flag 
despite being pressurised all the way by Julian 
Cutler and Richard Hamlyn. Cutler was just 0.2s 
behind at the finish although he had lost his 
fanbelt and all the coolant had boiled away. 
Hamlyn’s effort was also praiseworthy because he 
had worked his way from the very back of the grid 
to a challenging third spot by half distance. 
Challénge leader Chris Tyrrell had a very muddy 
moment in the fields at the back of the circuit and 
finished out of the places so that Wenham has cut 
his points advantage to only two. 

It was raining hard when the TT FF 1600s 
assembled for fifteen laps. The Scorpion Racing 
team were busy sweeping the track clear in front 
of their man Kenny Gray on the second row but at 
the start Gray hung momentarily wheelspinning 
as did the whole front row and it was Derek 
Daly’s Ashtune Hawke, also from the second row, 
who made the best start. Derek had started in 
second gear, while all his rivals had used first, and 
rocketed through to lead into Riches. Possibly 
because everyone else was slow away, the 
Stewards deemed it a jump start and Derek was 
unfortunate to collect a 10s penalty. Fellow 
Irishman David Kennedy quickly emerged from 
the dense cloud of spray as the only challenger to 
Daly and took the lead as they dived into Riches 
for the fifth time. Kennedy soon pulled out an 
advantage and drove a very controlled race, so as 
not to throw any — away at this stage of the 
season, and looked to have the event in his pocket, 
when unfortunately on the tenth lap the usually 
reliable Crosslé 30F broke a rear upright and 
David slithered to a halt minus a rear wheel. 
Spins were the order of the day and when Daly 
reinherited the lead he was 9.5s ahead of Gray on 
the road, a deficit of 0.5s in reality. Gray had spun 
twice, as had John Bright (Royale RP21) in third 
while fourth man Rick Morris (Hawke) had been 
‘off’ three times. Pit signals to the pursuers to ‘go’ 
resulted in Gray reducing the deficit and although 
Daly took the chequered flag, victory went to 
Kenny with a disappointed Derek, pleading his 
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Radio One fracas at the Esses: the Commodores of Edmonds (centre) and Pepper clash. 


innocence, being placed second ahead of Bright 
and Marris. 

Almost all the action in the Radio 1 qualifier 
took place at the Esses on the first lap. Derrick 
Brunt got away in front with Brian Pepper second 
and Noel Edmonds, who had made a tremendous 
start from row three, in third. As they filed into 
the Esses someone rammed the disc jockey who in 
turn T-boned Pepper and suddenly cars were 
going everywhere in the mud and mist. Brunt 
completed the first lap a long way ahead of 
Graham Miles (BMW), Gerry Marshall (Vauxhall 
Magnum), Tony Lanfranchi (Opel), Paul 
Haywood-Halfpenny (Mazda) and the rest. The 
Opel challenge had been effectively reduced with 
both Pepper and Edmonds out of the race. 
Although Lanfranchi’s Opel held fourth he was 
handicapped. A broken gearbox selector in 

ractice had meant a gearbox rebuild during 
lunch, by the simple expedient of tipping the car 
onto its side to work on it. Unfortunately the new 
selector was replaced back to front and although 
all the ratios were available they were not where 
they should have been, the new positions being 
taped on the dash to condition Tony. Brunt led all 
the way to score his second victory of the holiday 
and after Gerry Marshall, who drove tre- 
memdously in the still very wet conditions, had 
passed Graham Miles to take second the order 
was very static except that Peter Slade and David 
Taylor demoted Paul Haywood-Halfpenny. Class 
winners were Brunt, the incredible Marshall, 
Slade (Mazda) and Danny Alderton (Honda). 


LONGRIDGE 


The Renault 5 Elf Challenge race was closely 
fought out between Barrie Williams and Neil 
McGrath until Neil, who had been running wide 
exiting Coram, also went wide out of Riches, in 
fact wide enough to take in some of the sugar beet 
field. The resultant moment Mp him back to 


dice with and just beat John Be 
shadowing them all the way. 

The invitation to the FF's to race a second time 
for the Polydor Records Trophy was only taken 
up by nine cars. Rick Morris lead all the way, to 
take a comfortable nese + when the challenging 
Philip Bullman (Hawke) fell off. 


ANDY LEEDER 


Leyland Cars National Mini 850 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, 
Graham Wenham, 16m 55.8s, 67.94mph; 2, Julian Cutler, 16m 
56.0s; 3, Richard Hamlyn, 16m 59.4s; 4, Terry Pudwell, 17m 09.0s; 
5, 6. Larrington, 17m 09.2s; 6, Colin Fisher, 17m 21.85. No fastest 
japs given. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar RP21), 22m 20.9s, no speed 
given: 2, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 22m 23.6s; 3, John 

right (Royale-Alan Smith RP21), 22m 25.9s; 4, Rick Morris (Hawke- 
Scholar DL15), 22m 38.5s; 5, Mario Ferraris Neto (Van Dieman- 
Schollar_RF76), 23m 02.5s; 5, David MacPherson (Van Dieman- 
Scholar RF76), 23m 02.7s. 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round (15 
laps): Overall: 1, Derrick Brunt (BMW 3.0 Si), 23m 01.3s, 74.93mph; 
2. 9 Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magra), 23m 05.6s; 3, Graham 
Miles (BMW 3.0Si), 23m 09.0s; 4, Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel 
Commodore GSE), 23m 10.0s. Over £2401 class: 1, Brunt, 
74.93mph; 2, Miles; 3, Lanfranchi. £2001-£2400 Class: 1, Marshall, 
74.71mph; 2, Jeff Allam (Vauxhall ag | 3, Andrew Major 
(Veustie Magnum). £1601-£2000 class: 1, Peter Slade (Mazda 

X2), 71.83mph; 2, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (Mazda RX3); 3, Ron 
Freeman (Mazda RX3). Up to £1600 class: 1, Danny Alderton 
(Honda Civic) no d og 2, Wendy Markey yes 

BRSCC Renault 5 El Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Barrie 
Williams, 17m 56.3s, 64.12mph; 2, Neil McGrath, 17m 57.7; 3, John 
Bell, 17m 58.8s; 4, Chris Bruce, 18m 10.8s; 5, Charles Sawyer- 
Hoare, 18m 18.6s; 6, Richard Hassell, 18m 24.6s. 

Polydor Records Trophy Formula Ford Consolation round (10 
laps): 1, Rick cera deem fe wal DL15), 14m 53.7s, 82.78mph; 
2, Philip Bullman (Hawke-Minister DL15), 15m 19.1s; 3, Robert 
Coates (Hawke-Minister DL12), 15m 21.8s; 4, Simon Davey (Nike- 
AUJ Mk 10B), 15m 31.7s; $, Nick Ham (Lola-Neil Brown T20 4); 6, 
Rick Gorne (Scorpion Royale-Ford RP21), 16m 26.9s. 


who had been 


Booth lowers his record 


A new outright lap record was the star item 
at the Lancs & Cheshire CC’s Longridge 
race meeting on Bank Holiday Monday, 
Warren Booth taking his Lotus 69 round 
Q.2sec under his old record, which he shared 
with Kim Mather. Also features of a fine 
day’s racing were rounds of the Reliant 750 
series, won by Tim Green, and a Chandler 
Hargreaves Formula Junior event, which 
went to George Dudley’s Lotus. 

Warren Booth’s lap record came in the first event, 
the first of two 20-lap heats for Libre cars. From 
pole position, the Lotus shot into a lead which it 
never lost and, although for ‘‘one of my better 
starts” Warren was penalised 10secs, this did not 
alter the result. From the second row Joe 
Applegarth stormed through to finish second, 
while Tom Doodson (F3 Piper) got the best of the 
third place dice which also involved Charlie 
Munro (1.9 Chevron) and John Briggs (1.6 
Mallock). The second heat, held later in the day on 
a very oily track, had a similar outcome, with 
Booth winning on aggregate from Applegarth and 


Doodson. Munro was an early retirement from the 
second heat and John Briggs became involved in a 
dice with Steve Millar’s March, which the March 
won but from which Briggs emerged fourth on 
aggregate. 

David Taylor’s 5-litre Cortina led the larger 
epoca saloons throughout the 25 laps, but was 
chased all the way by Terry King’s Oldham Motor 
Company Escort. At the finish, Taylor’s car was 
leaking oil rather heavily through a holed sump, 
worn way on Longridge’s bumps. The 1300cc 
class went to Ken Tomlinson’s Rallye Equipe 
Mini with Paul Chadwick’s Mini falling back due 
to a broken shock absorber, and subsequent gear- 
change problems after initially being well up with 
Tomlinson. 

On an oily track, Tim Green (Time 3A) had little 
difficulty in winning the Reliant 750 round. 
Jeffrey Brown in Turdus Merula (which, as 
anyone knows, is Latin for “blackbird’”’!) held 
second for two laps before its throttle cable broke, 
leaving Bob Wright (Centaur), Barry Walker (JES 
III) and Trevor Hegarty (Hega) to fight for “— 
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LONGRIDGE continued 


place. Walker spun and dropped back, while 
Wright retired with deranged rear suspension, 
leaving the Hega in second place ahead of the 
recovered JGS. 

Brian Murphy led the Mod Sports race 
handsomely until his E-type, imitating Taylor’s 
Cortina, wore its sump away and spun on the 
resultant oil slick. Neville Robinson (3.8 E-type) 
took over the lead ahead of the scrapping duel of 
Tain Gorrie (2.0 Triumph) and Mark Hales (1.6 
Turner), who fought mightily for the 2-litre class, 
Hales’s efforts netting him the Driver of the Day 
award. The 1500cc class went to Dave Abraham’s 
Midget, with Robert McKee’s Ginetta a further 
lap down, while John Myers cough took fourth 
place overall and second in class in his E-type. : 

George Dudley (Lotus) took an early lead in the 
Junior event, with Arthur Curnow (Cooper) in 
close attendAnce. Championship leader Frank 
Tiedman took over for a few laps before dropping 
back with a rough-sounding engine. With Dudley 
and Curnow back in front, Tredman was passed 
by Norman Greenhalgh (Cooper), making his way 
up through the field from the back of the grid. A 
disintegrating clutch forced Curnow to complete 
the last few laps very slowly, and Greenhalgh 
moved up to second ahead of M. J. Murphy 
(Lotus), Tiedman and Curnow. A disappointed 
early retirement was John Bonner, third fastest in 
practice, who was side-lined by a broken battery , 
terminal. 4 

Derek Walker — a long time customer of the 
meeting’s sponsors O’Brian’s Oils — had no diffi- 
culty in winning the second Special Saloon event, 
as his only opposition George Hard (Mini) and 
Tony Meredith (1.0 Escort) were both suffering 
engine maladies. Likewise Nigel Robinson 
(Merlyn) had no opposition in the FF1600 race, 
winning by a clear i from P. F. Duerden’s Dulon 
and Dave Shaw’s Royale. Front row occupant 
Terry Turner’s Alexis was retired from the grid 
with the bit ends run, so removing the only 
possible challenge to Robinson’s superiority. 


8m 24.2s, 62.20 2, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham BT23C); 


A ‘ate: 1, Booth; 2, Applegarth; 3, Dootson. 
Special saloons 1001cc to 1300ce and over 1301cc (25 laps): 1, 


ports up 
laps): 1, Neville Robinson (3.8 Jaguar E), 11m 42s, 55.36mph, 2, 
lain Gorrie (2.0 Triumph); 3, Mark Hales (1.6 Turner). Over 2000cc: 
1, Robinson, 55.36mph; 2, John Mterscough (4.3 oral E); Fastest 
lap: Robinson, 26.8s, 58mph. no other finsihers. 1501 1501cc to 
2000ce: 1, Gorrie, 55.08mph; 2, Hales; 3, J K Bradshaw (1.6 Lotus 
To: Fastest ie Gorrie and Hales, 26.6s, 58.44mph. Up to 
1 c: 1, Dave Abram (1.4 MG) ot 7 amphi 2, Robert McKeen (1.0 
Paes 3, G Hughes (1.3 MG). Fastest lap: Abram, 28.6s, 

.35mph. 

Formula Junior Chandler Hargreaves Formula Junior 
Championship round (25 Hepa): 1, George Dudley (1.0 ee 12m 
32.4s, 51.65mph; 2, Norman Greenhaigh (1.1 Cooper); 3, M Murphy 
BD Lotus);.4, Frank Tiedman (1.1 Lotus); 5, Arthur Curnow (1.0 

per); 6, J Longhurst (1.0 Lotus). Fastest lap: Dudley and 
Curnow, 28.8s, 53.98mph (Establishes record). } 

Special saloons up to 1 (25 laps): 1, Derek Walker (1.0 Fiat), 
11m 48.8s, 54.83mph; 2, George Hard ve Mini); 3, Tony Meredit 
(1.0 Escort). Fastest lap: Walker, 27.4s, 56.73mph. 


CADWELL PARK 


A classic to come? 


Anyone who has seen one of the well 
organised VSCC meetings and also the de- 
manding Cadwell Park circuit can imagine 
the exciting atmosphere that existed when 
the Lincolnshire venue hosted that club for 
the first time last Sunday. It was a superb 
day of sport and spectacle. The merry men 
of the VSCC revelled in the challenge of this 
new arena, which itself provided a most ex- 


‘cellent setting to display their exotic steeds. 


If it becomes an annual event, and many of 
the competitors and spectators hope it does, 
then it must become a club racing classic. 


The opening event, for Vintage and PVT cars 
under 2 litres, provided a surprise victory for 
Clinkard with his Alvis. As first Nickalls retired 
his Lagonda from a secure second spot and then 
Dods, who appeared to be cruising to a com- 
fortable win, was forced to stop his AC on the last 
lap. Garfitt, who quickly came to grips with the 
circuit, moved his Frazer Nash BMW up from a 
midfield position to finish a well earned second. 
Club President Bernard Kain led the Vintage 
racing car event all the way with his Bugatti to 
finish 1.2sec ahead of Harvey Hine’s Bentley and 
claim the annual John Holland Trophy. Bernard 
thoroughly enjoyed his first taste of Cadwell, 
where he could only get top twice with his type 
35B, and then only as a matter of principle rather 
than of necessity. Ian Preston was a lonely third 
with his Bugatti, suffering from plug bothers and 
gear selection problems. Fourth and up to 1100cc 
winner was Farquhar, whose Riley Brooklands 
was just ahead of the similar car of Dodds, 
Farquhar gaining his advantage by making the 
better start and then holding off his rival to the 


ag. 

The handicappers’ first attempt at Cadwell was 
a fine effort and resulted in a three lengths’ 
victory for Garfitt, again going well in his BMW- 
engined Frazer Nash. 

The Spero & Voiturette Trophies were at stake 
when the under 1100cc cars came out. Awarded to 
first overall, the Spero was the subject of a tre- 
mendous dice between Farquhar’s Brooklands 
Riley and Fletcher-Jones’s Lagonda Rapier. 
Farquhar made another excellent start to steal 
the lead, and then defied Fletcher Jones’s 
numerous and occasionally desperate attempts to 
get in front until the challenger’s twin-cam unit 
put a rod through the side on the penultimate lap. 
Hales kept his 1930 car ahead of all his Austin 
mounted rivals to take the Voiturette Trophy. 

Biggest upset of the day was that the Bugatti 
OC Williams Trophy was won by an Alfa Romeo. 
The two-seater GP cars were running for this 
coveted cup which was being awarded for the first 
time. The front-running Bugattis of Kain and St. 
John retired early in the race and, although the 
marque’s interest was briefly upheld for one lap 
by Posner, his troubled car was soon overhauled 
by Chris Mann’s winning Alfa Romeo Monza. Not 
that Mann had a smooth passage — his car failed 


Simon Phillips (Cooper-Bristol) and Bill Morris (ERA) lead the allcomers scratch field. 


<? 


Sis BL arta eemm oer 


to fire up when pushstarted on the grid and hi 
started several seconds behind, obviously 
thinking he was out of contention, only to find hi: 
faster rivals retiring and himself in front. His lin 
at the hairpin had been getting wider and wide: 
until, at half-distance, he charged the straw bales 
after disentangling himself he resumed sixth, bu 
drove very well to regain the lead on th 
penultimate lap and take a very popular win. 

Howard’s Amilcar won the Vintage and PV’ 
handicap, but before the organisers could proceet 
with the eagerly anticipated allcomers’ scratc] 
race there was a delay of half an hour while a do; 
and its senseless owner were evicted from th 
circuit. 

Bill Morris made an excellent getaway to hea 
the field at the end of the first lap in the recentl 
restored Bira ERA Romulus, with a host of late 
post-war cars behind him. Simon Phillip 
outbraked him at Park on lap 2 and romped awa’ 
to a fine win with his Cooper Bristol, but th 
others didn’t find it so easy. The only other drive 
to succeed was Frank Lockhart, and he was ver: 
firmly demoted again after two laps and Morri 
scored a very fine second overall. Llewellyn’ 
Maserati 250F was fourth, Marsh’s ex-Seama) 
pees fifth and Fielding’s older Maserati, a 6C 
sixth. 

Clifford successfully cured the problems he hai 
had earlier in the day with his V8-engined Riley t: 
win the Vintage and PVT race, while in the fina 
event of the day Ghosh’s Vauxhall fooled th 
handicapper as he started as limit man and wa 
never seen again by the rest of the field. 


ANDY LEEDEF 


Scratch (5 laps): 1, A. Cinkard @.8 AWis), 12m 11.0s, 55.40mph 
2, M. Garfitt (2.0 Frazer Nash BMW), 12m 19.2s; M. Cann (1.9 Asto 
Martin), 12m 22.6s; 4, D. Johnson (1.5 Frazer Nash), 12m 37.8: 
Fastest lap: M. H. Dods (AC), 2m 17.0s, 59.12mph. 

John Holland Trophy (8 laps) — Overall and over 1100cc: 1, E 
Kain (Bugatti 35B), 16m 23.8s, 65.87mph; 2, H. Hine (4.4 Bentley 
16m 25.0s; 3, |. Preston (Bugatti 35B), 17m 22.0s; 4, A. Farquha 
re Brooklands Riley). 17m 49.4s. Fastest lap: Kain and Hine, 2r 

1.0s, 66.94mph. Up to 1100cc: 1, Farquhar, 60.60mph; 2, F 
Dodds (Brooklands Riley); 3, M. Pilgrim (Austin). Fastest lap: Dodds 
2.09.0s, 62.77mph. : 

Handicap (5 laps): 1, M. Garfitt (1.9 Frazer Nash BMW), 1ir 
53.0s, 56.80mph; 2, P. Whale (1.5 Frazer Nash), 11m 53.45; 3, C 
Duffy (3.5 Alvis Riley), 11m 57.4s; 4, R. Macpherson (1.5 Fraze 
Nash). Fastest lap: J. Crocker ve Lagonda), 2m 09.2s, 62.60mph. 

Spero & Voiturette Trophies race (8 laps): 1, A. Farquha 
(Brooklands Riley), 17m 18.6s, 62.39mph; 2, P. Dodds (Riley), 171 
42.8s; 3, D. Barbet (Riley), 17m 57.4s. Fastest lap: Farquhar, 2r 
07.2s, 63.68mph. Voiturette Trophy: D. Hales (750 Austin), 18: 
40.2s, 57.85mph; 2, M. Eyre En 3, J. Kirby (Austin). Fastes 
lap: Hales & Eyre, 2m 17.6s, 58.87mph. 

Williams Monaco Trophy race (10 tps): 1, C. Mann (2.6 Alt 
Romeo Monza), 23m 35.0s, 57.24mph; 2, |. Preston, 22m 52.4s; { 
coal Clraker Squire), 23m 21.6s; 4, A. Jones (Frazer Nash), 231 
35.0s. Fastest lap: Mann, 2m 01.6s, 66.61mph. 

Handicap (4 laps): 1, R. Howard (Amilcar), 12m 12.0s, 51.27mpt 
2, M. Dods (AC), 12m 16.0s; 3, A. Stephens (Lancia), 12m 16.4s; 4 
Meare (Frazer Nash), 12m 19.2s. Fastest lap: Dods, 2m 14.0; 

.45mph. 

Alicomers’ Scratch (12 laps): 1, S. Phillips 12 Cooper Bristol 
23m 31.4s, 68.87mph; 2, W. Morris (ERA), 24m 09.4s; 3, | 
Lockhart (Rover), 24m 10.6s; 4, D. Llewellyn (Maserati 250F), 241 
35.4s. Fastest lap: Phillips, 1m 53.8s, 71.18mph. 

Scratch (5 laps): 1, C. Clifford (Riley), 10m 50.4s, 62.27mph; 2, F 
Cook (Riley), 11m 07.6s; 3, N. Hall (Lagonda), lim 18.2s; 4, . 
Crocker (Lagonda), 11m 18.6s. Fastest lap: Clifford, 2m 6.2) 


64.18mph. 
Handicap (4 lags): 1, J. Ghosh (4.2 Vauxhall), 9m 08.6 
59.06mph; 2, H. Hine (Bentley); 3, N. Hall (Lagonda); 4, C. Mars 


(ERA). Fastest lap: Lockhard, 1m 54.8s, 70.56mph. 
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Of very sporting appearance, the body is rather small for a full four-seater. 


COLT CELESTE 2000 


Living in harmony 


Like the Shiguli, which is called a Lada when it 
reaches the West, the Mitsubishi is known here as 
the Colt, which is easier both to write and to say. 
Under the latter name, it has already earned quite 
a reputation in the rally world, and is regarded as 
one of the best Japanese cars by some competent 


pages: ; 

e subject of this article is the Celeste 2000, 
which is a sporting hatchback coupé built on the 
short wheelbase of the firm’s small Lancer, but 
having an engine based on that of the bigger 
Galant. This is a sturdy 4-cylinder unit with a 
chain-driven overhead camshaft and a twin-choke 
downdraught carburetter, the claimed power 
output being 98bhp at a etd a , 

Of great interest is the balancing system which 
has been applied to this engine. Two small out-of- 
balance flywheels rotate in opposite directions at 
twice engine speed. Their chlect is to cancel out 
the secondary vibrations that are inseparable 
from the in-line four-cylinder engine. These may 
be tolerable in an 1100cc car, but the big pistons 
of a 2-litre machine are apt to cause drumming of 
the body panels, generally at one’s favourite 
cruising speed. Older motorists may remember 
the Lanchester balancer on the 23-60 Vauxhall, 
and this is virtually the same thing. 

The rest of the car is typically Japanese, with a 
5-speed gearbox that is light and easy to use, 
recirculating ball steering instead of the rack and 

inion that is now normal in Europe, and Mac 

herson front suspension. At the rear, the 
Hotchkiss drive is employed, the torque reaction 
of the live axle being resisted by plain semi-elliptic 
springs. 

Of very sporting appearance, the body is rather 
small for a full four-seater. The rear seat folds to 

ive a lengthy luggage platform, to which the rear 
oor provides ready access, though loading takes 
-place over a sill. The compact overall dimensions 
are greatly appreciated in thick traffic, but the 
rear quarters tend to restrict visibility. The 


driving position is excellent for all but the taller: 


drivers and the seat is very comfortable unless a 


A fine display of proper round instruments. 


Sturdy 2-litre SOHC engine. 


eae 
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Useful loadspace with rear seat folded. 


reclining posture is adopted, when something 
hard may prod the lower back. Naturally, there 
must be some give-and-take between the people in 
front and those behind. . 

During ordinary driving on the road, the Colt 
feels remarkably lively, accelerating well from low 
speeds even in fifth gear. On the other hand, it 
seems disinclined to rev, and though the makers 
say that the engine peaks at 6000rpm, this 
certainly was not the case with my test car, or 
another one which I drove previously. The best 
acceleration figures were obtained by changing up 
at 5500rpm. For example, it was actually quicker 
to snatch second gear for the 0-30mph range than 
to stay in first, though 30mph in that gear is 
reached just below 6000rpm. 

However, this will not bother the average 
owner, who will groctly enjoy the lively 
acceleration in the middle of the revolution range. 
Similarly, the rear axle can be made to tramp 
violently by a wheelspin start, but nobody drives 
like that on theroad. 

The gearchange is a delight and the car will run 
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by John Bolster 


smoothly on fifth gear at 100mph, with a little 
more to come on a long straight. Though 100mph 
is also obtainable on the direct fourth, it’s much 
better to change up at 95mph. The balanced 
engine really does pay dividends at high cruisin 

speeds, the smoothness of running and absence o: 
booming being most noticeable. However, it does 
not overcome the usual four-cylinder rumble at 
low pnts, the engine becoming coarse below 
25mph in fourth gear. In spite of its fairly short 
ora gage, the car is very steady at maximum 
spee 

The steering is light and pleasant to handle, 
though perhaps not quite so sensitive as some 
rack and pinion arrangements. The car is a fairly 
strong under-steerer and its not easy to hang the 
rear end out, but it gets round corners well and 
gives the driver plenty of confidence; there’s a 
good deal of tyre noise when the limit is being 
af 5 

Ithough the ride gets choppy on bad roads, 
the suspension is by no means hard. It is well 
damped but it has enough movement to absorb 
the worst bumps. The brakes have plenty of bite 
for emergency stops and stand up well to hard 
driving, without any sign of fading. 

The car is lavishly equipped, such expensive 
“extras” as the radio and tinted glass being 
included in the standard package. There’s a fine 
display of proper round instruments, including 
rev-counter, oil pressure gauge, and ammeter. The 
interior is pleasantly furnished and well sound- 
prooted) the level of road noise being very low. 

ind noise is also absent until the maximum 
speed is approached. 

Excellent ventilation, with its ducts well clear 
of the heater, is a feature; owing to the prevailin 
heat wave, I was unable to assess the potency o 
the latter, though I did | it briefly. The lighting 
is quite adequate, though not quite up to the 
better four-headlamp outfits. 

The Japanese are good at Dog; coupés which 
are sporting rather than sports. If there is some 
similarity between them, the Colt Celeste 2000 is 
very different in having an advanced system of 
sage balancing. A woman will appreciate the 
lightness of its controls, while a man will go for 
that excellent 5-speed gearbox. With its extrovert 
eeod looks and its lavish equipment, it’s bound to 
sell. 


SPECIFICATION & PERFORMANCE DATA 


ce ane Colt Celeste 2000 coupé, price £2599 including car tax 
ani ; 
ongne Four-cylinders 84x90mm (1995cc). Compression ratio 9 to 
al, pap IN at 6000rpm. Chain-drive overhead camshaft. Chain- 
driven harmonic balancers. Twin-choke Stromberg downdraught 
carburetter. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. mereed synchromesh gearbox 
with central change, ratios 0.856, 1.0, 1.360, 2.035, and 3.369 to 1. 
ics rear axle, ratio 3.889 to 1. ; 
assis: Combined steel body and chassis. — 
independent front suspension with anti-roll bar. Recirculating ball 
steering gear. Live rear axle on semi-elliptic springs. Servo-assisted 
disc/drum brakes. 7 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev- 
counter. Ammeter, oil pressure, water temperature, and fuel 
gauges. 2 speed and intermittent wipers and washers. Heating, 
demisting, and ventilation system, with heated rear window. 
Basie direction indicators with hazard warning. Reversing lights. 


‘adio. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 8.lin. Track 4ft 3.2in/4ft 2in. Overall 
eh 13ft 6in. Widfh 5ft 3in. Weight 19.5cwt. 

Performance: Maximum speed 103mph. agseds in gears, fourth 
100mph, third 77mph, second 5imph, first 3lmph. Standing 
quarter-mile 19.0s. Acceleration: 0-30mph 3.9s, 0-50mph 7.9s, 0- 
60mph 11.4s, 0-80mph 236s. 

Fuel Consumption: 24 to 28 mph. 
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Howard Drake — new Elden boss? 


Elden to 
Drake? 


Rumour at Brands Hatch at the 


weekend was that Elden has 
changed hands yet again. The 
Hampsheir brothers’ baby has 


assed from Frank Bradley to 

oward Drake apparently, and was 
due to move to new premises this 
week. More details, hopefully, next 
week. 

Meanwhile further rumour sug- 
gests that the Hampsheirs are 
coming back themselves and will 
announce plans officially some time 
in September. 


Silent Noel’s 
fears 


Noel Edmonds, Radio One’s Pro- 
duction Saloon driver was also 
acting as resident DJ at last 
Monday’s Snetterton meeting. Con- 
sequently he interviewed his fellow 
drivers on the grid before the Radio 
One round. When asked why he had 
avoided interviewing the driver of 
car number 247, Noel, apprehensive 
of racing in the rain replied ‘that 
driver has got bowel problems”’. His 
fears were justified because he was 
aoe in the rear and out of the race 

alfway round the first lap. This is 
the third time in as many meetings 
that the Breakfast Show host and 
his Team Castrol Opel Commodore 
have tangled with other com- 
petitors, although some of them 
egg not count him entirely blame- 
less. 
@ Fred Matthews, one of the 
country’s leading RAC scrutineers 
will be showing slides and talking to 
Surrey Sporting Motor Club mem- 


bers on Wednesday, September 1 at 
Lakers Hotel, Redhill, Surrey at 8.30 
m. 


Regs are now available for the 
final round of the RAC and BTRDA 
autotest championships to be held 
on September 12 by White Horse 
MC near Bristol’s City Centre. They 
are available from Mrs B. Bristow, 
Kyalami, 66 Evercreech Road, Whit- 
church, Bristol, or R. Rutherford, 
Fair Seat Farm, Chew Stoke, Bristol. 
@ Geoff Weeks who drives the 
Vickers Midget was accredited the 
1151 to 1500cc modsports lap record 
after Castle Coombes meeting on 
Monday, setting a time of 1m 12.4s, 
91.49mph. 


48 


Airey’s TEAC 


Tom Airey confirmed himself as one 
of the very best British rallycross 
drivers by carrying off the 1976 
TEAC/Lydden championship, the 
final round of which was held on 
Bank Holiday Monday. He and Nick 
Jesty were the only Mini drivers to 
reach the final six where they had to 
battle against the Escorts of the 
Johns Smith and Taylor (using his 
rally machine), Rod Chapman and 
Ron Douglas. Smith led for almost 
all the race, just taking the flag first, 
although by virtue of more consis- 
tently quick (and sideways) driving 
throughout the day Rod won the 
major honours by two points. 

In the final Chapman was 
engaged in a frenetic struggle for 
second with Taylor, Airey and, initi- 
ally, Jesty, although the anticipated 
close finish was ruined when Taylor 
ran wide at the last bend and Airey 
lost his bonnet in the resultant 
bodily contact, dropping to fourth 
behind Smith, Taylor and Chapman. 

Although the track layout was 
modified due to the persistent dust 
(no! Lydden had no storms and Bill 
Chesson would spend no money on 
bringing in even salt water) 


title 


this made little difference to the end 
result. for Smith, Taylor and 
Chapman were the fastest 
throughout. Trevor Hopkins had 
qualified his Randstad Escort fourth 
fastest but his steering mechanism 
snapped at the end of this qualifying 
run. Will Gollop’s Dolomite was 
impressively fast and even contrived 
to beat Taylor once, although his 
method of so doing was dubious. 
Trevor Reeves was a_ rather 
fortunate winner of the non-quali- 
fiers final for he appeared to initiate 
a collision immediately after the 
start involving himself, Brian 
Kippax and Bruce Male, the latter’s 
Castrol-bedecked Mini coming off 
rather badly. 

John Button’s consistency 
rewarded him with second in the 
championship to the man from New 
Cheriton, while Gordon Rogers’ 
success in previous rounds gave him 


third. 

TEAC/Lydden calivoroes round 4: list, Rod 
Chapman (Escort Il), 12pts; 2 = John Taylor 
(Escort |), Ron Douglas (Escort Il) and John Smith 
eacert ih 10; 5, Tom Airey (Mini), 8; 6, Nick Jesty 
(Mini), 7. 

Final points totals: 1, Airey, 33; 2, John Button, 
29; 3, Gordon Rogers, 23; 4, Taylor, 22; 5, Trevor 
+ agg 16; 6= George Warren and Peter Harrold, 


Roeing home in the fog 


Very slippery conditions combined 
with thick fog in the valleys made 
conditions extremely difficult for the 
108 crews who tackled last Saturday 
night’s Gordon Ford Regent rally 
run over a 160 mile route in Derby- 
shire by the Stockport MC. 


At the end of a difficult event the 
club declined to adjudicate immedi- 
ately on numerous queries and semi- 
official protests with the result that 
only the first five provisional to 
placings were announced. The clu 
will inform competitors of the result 
of their deliberations within seven 
days. 


Until threequarter distance it 
looked as' though Ian Hughes/Brian 
Goff were going to win in their debut 
with a new Escort. They were some 
two minutes in the lead when a half- 


Miles of 
fiery 
problems 


A very worried man over last week 
was Graham Miles, the man in 
charge of Manitou who enter two 
BMW 3.0 Sis production car cham- 
pionships. Manitou’s premises are 
at Ferndown, in Hampshire, right 
next door to a certain Army petrol 
dump which was threatened by fire 
last week. Graham Miles, who dilene 
one of the BMWs himself, has been 
assuring us that the BMWs are 

rked well out of reach of the 

mes, and it is said that they were 
the first things to be moved when 
fire moved particularly close last 
week. 

Miles’ rescue act was a very wise 
move, for at the weekend, teammate 
Derrick Brunt won at Mallory Park’s 
Radio One round, and Brunt and 
Miles scored a one-two at a rain- 
soaked Snetterton on Monday. 


shaft broke twelve controls from the 
finish. 

In the fog a lot of crews got lost 
and it is believed that less than 40 
crews made it to the finish. 

Eventual winners were Brian Roe/- 
Eric Cowcill (RS2000) who dropped 
16 minutes, inheriting the lead when 
Hughes and Goff retired. Only three 
minutes separated the next four 
crews. David  Broadhurst/John 
Edgington finished second in their 
RS1600 on 18m while D Chell/P 
Brown (Cortina) were third on 19m 
and took the semi-expert award. 

Fourth place went to N. Marshall/- 
K. Lansdale in their RS1600 on 20m 
while Paul Mellor/Peter Forrester 
could have been higher than their 
eventual fifth spot in their Mexico 
also on 20m but they drowned out 
and also suffered baulking. 


Girling give 
Crane a lift 


Drag racer Peter Crane has found a 
sponsor for his North American tour 
in Girling, the braking specialists. 
Crane was invited by the Americans 
to enter a number ob events after he 
had set the first sub-6s quarter mile 
in this country. The dragster will use 
Girling racing = master cylin- 
der, brake pipes, fittings and fluid. 
The Stormbringer team are compet- 
ing in three major events, the US 
Nationals from September 1, the 
Fall Nationals from September 17-19 
at Seattle, Washington, and the 
World Finals on October 8-10, 
Ontario, California, as well as 
numerous club events. 


@ Simon Watson’s non-start at 
Snetterton was not, we’re told, due 
to the driver chickening out in the 
soaking conditions, but after a tele- 
pan conversation with sponsors 

& G Fire Protection, they decided 
to withdraw the car rather than en- 
danger it, and employee Watson pre- 
ferred not to go against their wishes. | 


| protest 


Danny Alderton and Trevor Moore 
seem to be having a bit of a barney 
about the Radio One series at the 
moment. At Mallory Park, Alderton 
and Honda Civic were thrown out 
after Moore and Avenger protested 
about being punted off at the hair- 
pin, but Alderton intends to go to 
the RAC to have himself reinstated. 

Meanwhile, Alderton is making 
threatening noises about Moore’s 
engine, while at the same time, he 
should be paying a visit to Belgrave 
Square in the near future to see what 
the RAC has to say about his own 
gearbox. 


All right 
forsome... 


While team mate Ian Taylor was 
running quite happily at the front in 
the FF2000 race at Brands on 
Sunday (that in itself a pleasant 
change), his fellow Dulon drivers 
were not having so much luck. Both 
Frank Sytner and Ken Hensley were 
delayed in practice with ignition 
problems, ending up 28th and 35th 
respectively on the grid. 

In the race things fared a little 
better, for Sytner carved his way 
steadily through the field up to 
around tenth position, until he came 
upon Divina Galica who employed 
her best blocking manoeuvres 
preventing him from passing and 
eventually he spun at Paddock 
which meant an eventual finishing 
position of twelfth. Hensley was 
going better, but was rather out of 
the results. 


TV Rallycross 


It seems that the BBC are being just 
a tiny wee bit more sympathetic to 
motor sport by televising the TEAC 
round of the European Rallycross at 
Lydden on September 11/12 but with 
restricted frontal advertising. 
Despite this, it’s got to be good value 
for any spectator either at the circuit 
or on TV, for rallycross these days is 
all but écectausel 7 such rich man’s 
toys as Lancia Stratos, Porsche 
Carreras and Alpine A310s. 


No, not one of the three Opel Com- 
modores damaged in Radio One pro- 
duction saloon car rounds having its 
accident at the weekend, but one of 
the five damaged gearboxes being 
worked on. Tony  Lanfranchi’s 
Mayfair Opel lies on its side as the 
Monorep mechanics try to re- 


assemble a semblance of a ‘box. They 
succeeded, although it was rather un- 
orthodox, and Lanfranchi was later 
seen wandering around waving one 
hand in obscene gestures, claiming 
to be practising unorthodox gear- 
changes. 
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Rob Gibson ’s Sprite kicks up the dust 


round on Sunday on its way to BTD. 


tS as, eet ae ee 
at the Bath MC’s BTRDA autocross 
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Gibson wins BTD scrap 


In complete contrast to the previous 
weekend, the BTRDA Autocross 
championship came alive again at 
Peasedown near Bath last Sunday 
when some 70 cars were in action at 
the local club’s event. 

There was a real scrap for BTD 
between three drivers with only 
tenths of a second separating them. 
Eventually, Rob Gibson took the 
award with a fine second run time of 
124.6s in his rapid Sprite. He just 
beat Dimi Mavropoulos in his 2.0 
Escort who was only 0.2s behind 
while a determined Terry Smith, in 
his Idem 1.5 Mini was only 0.3s 
behind the Cypriot. 

The class battles also produced 
some peed scraps. Philip Wilson, 
normally takes the 870 Mini class by 
a street but this time he was only 
0.1s quicker than a local driver, Ian 
Rawle, who is not in the champion- 
ship. 

In the up to 1300 front engined 
rwd saloons, Bob Mack had to work 
hard in his Anglia for his class 
victory, again having to beat a local. 
This time it was Graham Dubber in 
an Escort who gave the Southerner a 
fright finishing only 0.4s down, while 
Clive Trueman, also in an Escort, 
was only another 0.5s away in third 
spot. 

Ron Easton’s incredibly quick 
TVR Tuscan wrapped up the sports 
car class with consummate ease 
while Brian Betteridge took the rear- 
engined class despite running into 
his usual oil leak problems. In his 


Talbenny 
doesn’t 
clash 


Nearly £250 has already been raised 
in contributions from all over the 
country for the Peter Waldon Appeal 
Fund which has been set up by the 
Pembrokeshire MC. The club’s 
sprint at Talbenny on October 10 is 
not in fact going to be clashing with 
the final round of the Welsh Speed 
championship which is now taking 
place later in October at Silverstone. 
The appeal fund organisers are 
hoping to arrange forums and other 
functions during the coming months. 
Donations to the appeal should be 
forwarded to R. Davies, Quay Street, 
Haverfordwest, Dyfed. 


@ Fastest ever? David da Costa 
lapped Brands in his old style 
Mexico in 59.8s last week which 
apparently is the first time that 
Mexicos have got under the minute. 
His car is the ex-Win Percy model, 
for he is selling his own rebuilt Sport. 
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usual VW battle with near neighbour 
Terry Westley, Betteridge collected 
his fourth class win by just 0.2s after 
only one run. Frank Morris remains 
king of the 1-litre Mini category and 
his second meeting with Trevor 
Smith ended with the Midlander a 
comparatively comfortble winner by 
0.5s. 

With the gearbox having played 
up on his 1.3 Escort, Bob Merridale 
went out and beat his brother Tony 
in the big Escort though the pair of 
them had to play second fiddle by 
more’ than four seconds to the irre- 
cal be Mavropoulos. Bob beat, 

ony by 0.6s! 

A rare appearance by Roger Brunt 
in the big Mini class did not give the 
local hero the class win for Terry 
Smith produced a class winning run 
on his first outing which in fact was 
identical to Gibson’s and was 
equalled by Mavropoulos on his 
second run. By the time Smith had 
his second outing the course was 
just that little bit slower. 

Only two specials appeared and 
Keith Newland-Hodges took his 
Renault-engined device to an easy 
win and in the rally car class, the 
Escort of Peter Gould headed a 
Cooper S driven by Leslie Mills by 
just under a second. 

BTD: R. Gibson Spree 124.6s. 

Class winners: P. Wilson (Mini), 131.1s; B. Mack 
ginglia) 132.4s; R. Easton (TVR Tuscan), 130.5s; 

. teridge (YW), 130.4s; F. Morris (Mini), 
128.1s; D. Mavropoulos (Escort), 124.8; T. Smith 
Mini), 125.1s; K. Newland-Hodges | (Renault 


* Special), 125.7; P. Gould (Escort), 131.8s. 


Friswell stays 
ahead 


Allied Polymer Group FF2000 championship: 1, 
Geoff Friswell, 61; 2, Tiff Needell, 51; 3, Bernard 
Vermilio, 48; 4, Oscar Notz, 47; 5, lan Taylor, 46; 
6, Frank Sytner, 38. 

Simoniz Special saloon car championship, over 
1300ce: 1, Nick Whiting, 75; 2, Tony Sugden, 46; 
3, Colin Hawker, 33. 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Graham 
Goode, 46; 2, Tony Westbrook, 39; 3, Peter 
Baldwin, 27. 

Britax production saloon car championship, over 
£2400: 1, Derrick Brunt, 34; 2, Brian Pepper, 32: 
3, Tony Lanfranchi, 27. £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff 
Allam, 43; 2, Nick Whiting, 15; 3, lan Deavin, 10. 
£1601 to £2000: 1, John Brindley, 53; 2, Eric 
Cook, 21; 3, Ron Freeman, 8. Up to £1600: 1, 
Roger Payne, 46; 2, Neville Knight, 27; 3, Geoff 
Wooldridge, 21. 


@ Despite his lap record at Castle 
Coombe when he beat Mick Hill’s 
existing special saloon car record. 
Vince Woodman still reckons he has 
more to come from his ex-Cologne 
Capri. The car still has the original 
430bhp 3.4 touring car engine, but 
these days the tweakiest mill is the 
F5000 model which gives another 
30bhp, so watch out Super salooners. 


Loton’s surface 
worries 


The Hagley and DLCC only just 
managed to have the new track sur- 
face between Ranieee and Fallow — 
roughly 475 yards — laid in time 
for the recent Guyson/BARC 
Championship round at Loton Park. 
The newly surfaced section is now a 
little wider than hitherto and, in 
theory, should make the hill fraction- 
ally faster. When practice page 
however it was soon apparent that 


the surface had had little time to 
settle — aggravated by the hot 
weather — and apart from being very 


slippery in parts (Godfrey Crompton 
was an early casualty, writing off the 
tub of the old ex- Good/Thwaites/- 
Griffiths McLaren, fortunately with- 
out personal injury. Whether this 
incident was coincidental or not it 
certainly made everyone rather 
anxious) a definite irregularity 
quickly formed on the left of the road 
near the top of the new section. 

Fortunately the early fears were 
not realised and there was no signifi- 
cant further deterioration on the 
Sunday when several class records 
fell. It is understood that the new 
surface will have some detailed 
attention before next year’s pro- 
gramme, and in any case the surface 
= have ample time to settle before 
then. 


@ John Brindley was a notable non- 
starter in the two Radio One rounds 
at Mallory and Snetterton at the 
weekend, as a new engine being built 
for him started producing a frothy 
substance last week which turned 
out to be oil and water, and John 
couldn’t get his old engine back in 
the Mazda in time. 


Briefly.... 


@ Amid the gloom at a very wet 
Snetterton last Monday there were 
some lighter moments. The most 
amusing of these came after Barrie 
Williams won the Renault 5 race. 
Gerry Marshall got behind the wheel 
(which was amusing in itself) to 
chauffeur Whizzo poy victory lap. 
Whizzo could not face this prospect 
and donned his helmet back to front. 
A quick nudge of this hilarious pair 
by runner up Neil McGrath redleed 
in an impromptu lighthearted 
dodgem car session on this grid — 
much more exciting than the actual 
race! 


@ VSCC president Bernard Kain 
said after he had won the John 
Holland Trophy with his type 35B 
Bugatti at Cadwell Park that he 
hopes the club will be able to find a 
space in their calendar to make the’ 
Lincolnshire venue an annual meet- 
ing. This statement was echoed b: 
many other competitors and officials 
during the day. 


@ After flogging around course upon 
course, rears lap, in his FF2200 
Lola without success, Truck 
Developments driver Mike Ford has 
got rid of it and has a Hawke for the 
remainder of the season. He raced it, 
complete with Titan engine, at 
Brands last weekend. 


@ A very special trophy is going to 
the winner of the Mondello Formula 
Vee race in September. It seems that 
Vee drivers asked Emerson Fitti- 
paldi if he’d put up a trophy as he 
started in the formula himself, and 
were heartily gladdened when he. 
replied in the affirmative. Now that’s 
sae rtbing. worth crossing the Irish 
sea for. 


Parsons inherits lead 


Rain and fog caught out many com- 
petitors in Norfolk last weekend 
when the Green Belt MC ran the 
Madhatter rally over a 190 mile 
route which contained two selectives 
around half distance. 

At the first petrol halt two cars 
shared the lead, the Dolomite Sprint 
of Charles Golding/Preston Ayres 
and the Escort Twin Cam of Terry 
Arnold/Vic Clarke, both having 
dropped only three minutes. These 
two had pallet out a substantial lead 
but neither was to finish. Golding’s 
car broke its crank while Amold 
disappeared without trace. 

Of the 95 starters, some 55 crews 
finished and the eventual winners 


were John Parsons/Mike Wise in 
their Avenger GT. In second place 
were Chris Blyth/Chris Parsons 
(RS2000) while third were Mervyn 
Woolley/J ohn Harmer (Fiat 128). 

The next three places were all 
occupied by Fords. Malcolm Wise/ 
Rod Palmer brought their Mexico 
into fourth spot ahead of Roy 
Collins/John Porter (Escort Twin 
Cam) and the leaderboard was com- 
pleted by Roy Johnson/Mike Ranson 
(RS1600). 

The semi-experts award was won 
by Neville Short/Terry Davis in an 
RS2000 and the Novice winners were 
Chris Brown/Jack Jackson in a 
Firenza. 


The Avenger GT of John Parsons/Mike Wise splashes through a puddle en 


\route to an overall victory on the Uniflo Mad Hatter rally. 
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Alfa takes 
BOC’s trophy 


The most coveted Trophy to be won 
at last Sunday’s VSCC meeting at 
Cadwell Park was the Williams 
Monaco’ Trophy. The French 
domiciled Englishman, William 
Grover, who raced under the name of 
Williams, won the first Monaco 
Grand Prix driving a Type 35 
Bugatti. The Trophy that he won 
was presented to the winner of the 
race for 2-seater GP cars as the 
Bugatti Owners’ Club, who 
resented the Trophy, felt that 
adwell, of all the circuits in this 
country, was closest to Monaco. 

The entry for the race was domin- 
ated by Bugattis and even when Neil 
Corner was posted as a non-starter 
with the ex-Williams type 35B no 
one was concerned but during the 
race a spate of problems to Ian 
Preston and Bernard Kain meant 
that victory and the Trophy went to 
Chris Mann driving an Alfa Romeo 
Monza, the traditional rival to the 
Bugattis in Williams’ day. What 
price an Alfa Romeo victory next 
year? 


& s are now available for 
SUNBAC’S seven race meeting at 
Silverstone on Saturday, September 
11 when the club caters for Special 
Saloons, modsports, Formule libre, 
F1300, 750F, Formula Ford, GT and 
Clubmens. Man to write to is R. D. 
Baxter at 5, Hillmorton Road, 
Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands 
B93 9JL, tel: Knowle 77505. 


@ Tonight (Thursday) the Port 
Talbot MC are showing the film 
‘Graham’, a tribute to Graham Hill, 
at the Tudor Club Cimla, Neath at 
9.30 pm. 


International events 


Sept 2/4 Italy San Martino Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 
Sept 5 Knutstorp, Sweden European Championship for F3 Drivers, round 9 
Sept 5 Dijon, France World Championship of Makes, round 7 
Sept 5 Vallelunga, Italy European Championship for Semin, Sne 
Sept 5 Monza, Italy European Championship for Grand Touring Cars, round 5 
Sept 5 Trois Rivieres, Canada F Atlantic 
Sept 5 Mainz, Germany Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars, F3, FV, FSV, FF 
Sept 5 Fuji 200, Japan Sports Cars 
Sept 5 Casale, Italy F 
Sept 5 Ontario, California California 500 — USAC 
British events 
Details 
Date Venue Event Club 
Sept 4 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Sprint Lancashire AC ? . 
Cheshire Lakeland Stages Rally — Castrol/Autosport Championship 
Sept 4 Kendal Showground Rally Morecambe CC 
(MR97/523942) Senlac Rally — ASEMC Cchampionship 
Sept 4/5 Battle Hill Garage Rally $.W.L. MC : 
(MR199/754152) Nutcracker Rally — Motoring News Rally Championship 
Sept 4/5 Crown Buildings Car Park, Rally Aberdare MC 
Aberdare b , , RAC Hillclimb Championship 
Sept 4/5 Prescott, nr Cheltenham, Glos Hillclimb Bugatti & Ferrari OC 
Sept 4/5 — Show Ground, Great Leigh, 2CV Cross TEAC ~~ 
ssex 
Sept 4/5 Rally R Salisbury & ACSMC Rally Championship 
; : Shaftesbury AC F . . 
Sept 5 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Race Meeting R BARC Indylantic, DJM Records FF1600, Britax Production 
Northants : Saloons, Forward Trust Special Saloons 
Sept 5 Snetterton, nr Thetford, Race Meeting R 750 MC Varley Batteries Monoposto, Classic Saloons, F4, 
jorfo! Ashtune FF1600, Reliant 750, F1300 
Sept 5 Rufforth, nr York Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) Special Saloons, F Libre, 
i Motor Racing/Flying Display — Modsports, Debenhams 
k Escorts, Production Sports, Mini 7, FF1600, Renault 5 
Sept 5 Lydden Hill, nr Canterbury, Race Meeting R BARC (SE) Marchant & Cox FF1600, Special Saloons, Mini 850's, 
Kent ; Modified Sports, MG Marque, F Libre 
Sept 5 Sapeertie, Roborough, Winkleigh, Autocross R N. Devon MC Four-A-Side Autocross 
. Devon 
Sept 5 Chipperfield, Herts Autocross R Brent Vale MC BTRDA/RAC/LCAMC Championships 
Sept 5 Banister Hill Farm Autocross R Garstang & DMC _ 
Sept 5 Morpeth, N'land . Autocross R Hadrian MC - 
Sept 5 bad om Park, nr Honiton, Hillclimb Cc MGCC (SW) _ 
von 4 
Sept 5 British Car Auctions, Rally R Southsea MC Southern Stages Rally — 1976 Pirelli/CCC Championship 
Frimley Bridges (MR186/872577) 
Sept 5 Donington Park, nr Derby Rally R Yegsbond MC September Stages Rally 
Sept 5 Curborough, nr Lichfield Sprint R SUNBAC - 
Sept 5 Wroughton, nr Swindon, Wilts Sprint R Invaders MC - 
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Fox’s Palliser 


Returning to the Palliser FF2000 
team at Brands last Monday was 
Syd Fox. Syd was an early driver of 
the car when it first appeared, later 
moving on to Elden. The Palliser has 
been in Bob Jarvis’ hands but an 
engine problem has curtailed recent 
racing. However, as Jarvis was on 
holiday, the Palliser team took back 
the car for a couple of days at the 
weekend for Fox to race. After an 
eventful practice session, when he 
set thirteenth practice time until the 
wing fell off, Fox was running quite 
competitively until he spun and hit 
the barrier at Graham Hill Bend. 


Pigot sponsored 


Further to our item about Barry 
Pigot recently comes news of 
important new sponsorship which 
the young Cheshire driver has 
acquired from none other than the 
British Oxygen Company, for 
several years until recently sponsors 
of the main British Formula Ford 
championship. Now they are turning 
their attention to Barry through 
their Saffire division which special- 
ises in welding gear. Barry’s Royale- 
Scholar RP21 will be entered under 
the BOC Team Saffire banner and 
raced in its new white and red 
colours for the first time last 
weekend at Mallory Park and Silver- 
stone after being on display at the 
North West Motor Show, Blackpool. 
Barry, who raced an old Merlyn Mk 
11A last year before acquiring the 
Royale this year in which he is 
showing or promise, aims to con- 
tinue in FF1600 for 1977 with the 
main championships in view, before 
turning to F3, finances permitting, 
in 1978. 


Event 


SILVERSTONE 


Unfortunately, we can’t tell you 
which Atlantics are going to be at 
Silverstone this Sunday for the 
BARC’s Indylantic meeting there, 
but if the 15 cars are as healthy as 
they seemed to be at Brands over the 
last weekend, then things should 
look good for the three seven lap 
heats and the 32 lap final. Of course, 
it'll also be the first time that Tony 
Trimmer runs his new Lola in solely 
Indylantic competition, so it should 
be worth seeing how he does against 
people like Ted Wentz, Phil Dowsett, 
Tony Rouff, Patrick Neve etc. : 
The rest of the meeting is a little 
clearer defined: there are some 70 
entries for the DJM Records FF 1600 
championship round, including such 
aces as Derek Warwick, Jim Walsh, 
Derek Daly, Bernard Devaney, John . 
Bright, Philip Bullman, Mike 
Blanchet, Rod Bremner and Trevor 
van Rooyen, and those that don’t 
qualify go into a consolation event. 
Entries for the Britax special 
saloon car round include those for 
Derrick Brunt, Tony Lanfranchi, 
David Taylor and Alan Foster while 
special saloons include those for 
Colin Hawker (DF VW), Vince Wood- 
man (Cologne Capri), Phil Winter, 
Peter Baldwin (Minis) and Imps for 
John Homewood and Rob Mason. 


PRESCOTT 


This Sunday sees another round of 
the RAC Hillclimb championship, 
this time the prestigious event at 
Prescott, the Gold Cup Trophy 
meeting, when all the top contenders 
will again assemble at _ the 
Gloucestershire hill for the Bugatti 
Owners’ Club/Ferrari Owners’ Club 
meeting. The battle is on now for the 
championship lead between Alister 
Dougias-Osborn, Roy Lane and 
Chris Cramer, so the competition 
should be very tight. Practice is on 
Saturday and Sunday, with competi- 
tive runs starting at 11 am. 


RUFFORTH 


A mixture of planes and cars is what 
the BRSCC (Northern Centre) have 
laid on this Sunday at Rufforth. The 
planes range from an aerobatic dis- 
play by a World War One biplane to 
the Red Arrows plus free fall para- 
chuting while there are eight car 
races with National championship 
events for Escorts, Production 
sports cars, Leyland Mini Sevens 
and Renault 5s and special saloon 
car races, libre, Formula Ford and 
modsports for local competitors. 
Among the latter are Derek Cook 
(libre), Mick Starkey (FF), Brian 
Murphy (modsports), Jim Evans 
(special saloons) and Valli (prod- 
sports). 

Racing starts at 2.15 pm although 
entertainments start earlier at 12.45 
pm. 


SNETTERTON 


The 750 MC bring the very essence 
of club racing to Snetterton on 
Sunday when they run races for 
750s, Mini 1275 GT, Formula 4, 
Classic saloons, Monopostos, F1300, 


Mini 1000, and Formula Ford. 
Among the drivers taking part are 
Peter Jopp, Paul Taft, Phil Spurling, 


Ian Briggs and Eric Groves (Minis), 
Bill Cowling, John Brown (F4), Andy 
McLennan and Julian Fack (Classic 
saloons), and Phil Lloyd and Vic 
Waterhouse (F 1300s). 

Racing starts at 2 pm. 


LYDDEN 


The South Eastern Centre of the 
BARC hold races this Sunday for 
Formula Fords, modsports, Mini 
850s, saloons, MGs and libre. Once 
again the Lydden FF regulars will be 
fighting out the Marchant and Cox 
series with Tony Haliwell, Wil Arif, 
Paul Sleeman and Tony Howard all 
entered. Racing starts at 2.30 pm. 


Secretaries of te Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editonal; Haymarket Publishing Ltd., Regent House, 54/62 Regent Street, London WIA 2YJ 
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___.. Goodyear put 200mph 
__ technology intoyour tyres. 


At speeds up to 200 mph Grand Prix 
drivers trust their lives to their tyres. 
To Goodyear. 

Goodyear technology has produced the 
tyres on every Grand Prix winner since Octobe 

1972, over fifty successive Grands Prix. 

w: The benefits of all that technology, the 
lessons of all that race experience, go into the 
tyres Goodyear make for your own car. 


Goodyear G800-TS. Supersteel. 
+Extra mileage +Extra stopping power. 


sf - 


Goodyear G800+S. Supersteel 36,000 miles of hard motoring on 
gives you all the mileage youexpect from four G800+S. Supersteels. Yet the test 
asteel-belted radial. And more. car still pulled up from 50 mph in half the 

Rare eniclesaivel. Highway Code braking distance. 

Goodyear G800+S. Supersteel’s +Extra roadholding. 
unique rubber formulation holds you Goodyear G800+S. Supersteel 
firmly on wet surfaces. And stops you gives you safe, sure handling, safe, sure 


safely. comering, on just about any road surface. 


